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INTERVIEW: JCCISINGAPORE FOUNDATION 2014 RECIPIENTS
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1. Whatis “NUS Centre For the Arts”?

Established in 1993, NUS Centre For the Arts (CFA)
believes that the arts and higher education have shared
goals of building knowledge and nurturing an inquiring
spirit. CFA nurtures 23 student arts groups and develops
the key arts centres — University Cultural Centre, NUS
Museum, Runme Shaw CFA Studios, and selected arts
spaces at Stephen Riady Centre, University Town.

Through its partnerships and programmes such as
museum exhibitions, NUS Arts Festival and ExxonMobil
Campus Concerts, CFA promotes research, learning and
appreciation of the arts, and encourages multidisciplinary
collaboration with the NUS community of students, staff
and alumni.
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2. What are the objectives of running the annual
NUS Arts Festival (NAF)?

Inaugurated in 2006, NUS Arts Festival is an annual
celebration of the arts on campus featuring the works of
professional artists and student artists in collaboration
with local and international professional artists. A
contemporary youth-driven Festival — organized by youth,
with youth and for youth — the Festival endeavors to
engage with the issues of the day which concern our
young people today, issues which will become more
pressing and will shape their future. Its key objective is to
raise awareness of issues and engagement with these
issues with the arts and through the arts.

The Festival is unique in that research forms the spine of
the creative process. The Festival has worked with
different NUS faculties since 2007 such as Faculty of
Engineering's Mixed Reality Lab, Yong Loo Lin School of
Medicine, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Faculty of
Science and Global Asia Institute by consulting
researchers and academics to present novel insights with
the artists' touch.

3. How does NAF contribute in creating a
platform for cultural exchange between
Japanese artists and local young talent?

In 2014, our student dancers had the privilege of working
with Ms Akiko Kitamura, an acclaimed Japanese
choreographer on Emotional Strata, which was part of
Festival opening show Overdrive: A Triple Bill. This piece,
conceptualized and choreographed by Ms Kitamura and



restaged with our students, investigated how
perception of objects have changed in our consumerist
society, heightened by the catastrophe such as the
Great Tohoku Earthquake in March 2011. The creative
process included sharing the experiences on the
aftermath of the disaster, and this gave new
perspective to our student dancers which added a
dimension to the actual physical training in dance. Our
students were given access to new dance vocabulary
and were further stretched in their skills.

In an interview with a local newspaper in February 2014,
Kitamura says “Collaboration leads us to learn about
individual backgrounds. It leads us to the situation
where we are faced with thinking about new details
because there are different ideas melting together.”

We sincerely look forward to greater opportunities like
this to work with other Japanese choreographers.

4. Which are the Japanese artists and works
that had been featured during the NAF so
far?

Some of the highlights in the past Festivals includes:

a) Overdrive: A Triple Bill - Emotional Strata and
To Belong —cyclonicdream- by Akiko Kitamura
(2014)

b) Soirée 2013 by NUS Harmonica Orchestra (2013)

c¢) Hereafter by NUS Dance Synergy (2012)

d) Inspiring Japanese films screened at the festival
include: Tampopo (1985), Sumo Do, Sumo Don’t
(1992), Detroit Metal City (2008), Nodame
Cantabile | & Il (z009 & 2010) and Jiro Dreams of
Sushi (2011)

We are very thankful for the rewarding and enriching
experiences the students have gained through the
collaborations with the artists and we certainly look
forward to more partnerships and cultural exchanges in
the future.

reception of To Belong —cyclonicdream—
(Ms Akiko Kitamura, 2nd from right)

b) Photo below: Mr Yasuo Watani is one of the world’s
leading chromatic harmonica soloists. Mr Watani has
won the First Prize for both the International Harmonica
Competition in the Netherlands (1988) and the 2™ World
Harmonica Competition in the Championships and
Festival in Trossingen, Germany (1989). Back in Japan,
he received the Kyoto Cultural Award and two Japanese

Music Awards. He performed alongside, Maestro Ms
Josephine Koh in Soirée 2013.

¢) Photo below: A dance theatre that looked at the
trauma experienced by the victims in the aftermath of
the Japanese tsunami. Alternating between mourning for
the dead and carrying out damage control, the dancers
portray the panic and desperation as survivors attempt
to restore what’s left of their beloved country. The
audiences are taken through the different perspective
through one female dancer - her innocence and quiet
helplessness as she searched for her father amidst the
chaos around her. What ultimately provided the strength
to move forward hereafter are the strong sense of
community and the power of memories that offer hope.




MS. LIM HUIMIN

IAGfET CT7AEFERE ERE
(September 2014- July 2015)

Lim Huimin, a post-graduate of Nanyang
Technological University (NTU) majored
in Chinese and minored in Translation,
had been awarded with Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University (APU) One-year Study
Program by JCCI in year 2013. She has
great interests in learning about different
cultures, especially Japanese culture and
the language. She believes that by
understanding the cultural differences
between Japan and Singapore and having
a good grasp in Japanese language, it can

help her in doing her humble part to
promote mutual understanding between
the two nations in the future.

1. Among all the courses that you have taken
at the university in Japan, which is/are your
favourite course(s) and why do you like
it/fthem?

My favourite course has to be the tea ceremony course.
It has always been my goal to learn about Japanese
traditional arts and this course provides a perfect
introduction into tea ceremony, with meanings behind
every action fully explained, and also allowed hands-on
practices for us to truly be engaged in this ancient art. |
have also joined the school’s tea ceremony club but
different situations call for different behaviours and it is
definitely an eye-opening experience to be involved in
something that dates back to hundreds of years ago.
Because the class is small, and is conducted in a
traditional tea room, it fully allows us as students to
savour and experience the Japanese way of tea, which |
believe cannot be easily found elsewhere. The tea
ceremony course is also very different from the lectures
and tutorials and it is refreshing to take part in
something so different from normal classes.

2. In what ways has this scholarship program
helped to better your understanding about
Japan, its culture and people?

Firstly, this program provided almost everything
needed to embark on an amazing journey to learning.
With insurance, housing funds, transportation

allowances and daily expenses covered, | did not have
to worry about a single thing regarding finances, nor do
| have to work part-time to support myself here.

Secondly, this program gives the scholar the freedom
to choose what kind of journey he or she would like to
embark on, and did not impose any restrictions or
requirements on what | want to experience. For me, it's
about traditional arts, but you can also choose to study
about the sports in Japan, or the economy, or the social
sciences etc.

Thirdly, many programs only offer a semester, but with
one year | can engage in more activities. | feel that
many students who are only here for a semester had a
less fulfilling experience than | do.

3. With this scholarship experience in Japan,
how you would want to bridge yourself
between Singapore & Japan in future?

| believe that cultural exchange is very important
between Singapore and Japan. There are many
exchange programs taking place between the two,
such as school visits to universities in both countries,
and the increase in tourism. In the near future, what |
can do is very limited, but | hope to at least

Thank (you) JCCI for the
sponsorship for this
unforgettable study
experience in Japan!




be able to volunteer for free tours around Singapore for
Japanese tour groups to spread the rich local history
and culture to them. | would also promote more
interaction between students of both country by taking
part in NTU's program for Japanese students, and do
my part to bridge relations between Singapore and
Japan in the future.

4. Would you encourage your juniors or friends
to apply for this scholarship? Why is it so?

Definitely. As | have mentioned earlier, this scholarship
covers almost all financial aspects of life in Japan,
hence the scholar can embark on the journey worry-
free and able to focus on learning. The freedom and
amount of time here is also indisputably better than
many other scholarships provided. This scholarship to
APU also provides the scholar an insight to a globalised
Japan, as APU is the university with the highest
percentage of international students in Japan. Overall,
although competition for this prestigious scholarship is
very strong, | will definitely recommend anyone who is
interested to study and live in Japan to apply for this
scholarship. | would like to take this opportunity to
thank JCCI for the sponsorship for this unforgettable
study experience in Japan!

Shape your world

APy
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The photo of left page: With my Tea Ceremony Club (Sado-bu) Sensei.
Left column photo: Entrance ceremony for fall semester 2014.

Right column 1°* photo: Giving a presentation in Japanese language
class regarding my home-stay in Nagoya.

2™ photo: Taking a photo as a memento during the final session of tea
ceremony class.

3 photo: Photo with the iconic two "towers" of APU.



MS. JANICE CHEN

BREAXY REP4L
(September 2014- July 2015)

Janice Chen Huiqi, a post-graduate of

National University of Singapore
(NUS) majored in Japanese Studies,
had been awarded with One-year
General Study Scholarship Program to
Waseda University by JCCl in year
2013. She believes that as a Japanese

Studies major, studying in Japan

would be an important experience for

a deeper understanding of Japanese

culture and history. This scholarship would a valuable
foundation for her graduate studies in achieving her
goals whereby she could contribute in some ways that
helps in better understanding between Singapore and
Japan in terms of communication and ways of thinking.

1. Among all the courses that you have taken at
the university in Japan, which is/are your
favourite course(s) and why do you like
it/them?

The most intriguing course that | took during the Fall
Semester was Modern Political Thought. It is a class far
removed from my own major (Japanese Studies). Having
an instructor who was engaging and insightful greatly
contributed to the experience of the class. His classes
were always thought-provoking and stimulating. After
every class, instead of getting answers, | have more
unanswered questions and that does not seem to
frustrate me. | like how the class encourages students to
think more about our own lives and our place in society,
at the same time, apply what we have learnt and studied
in class into contemporary context. | also get to interact
with my classmates and bounce ideas off from each other
with our discussions.

2. In what ways has this scholar program helped
to better your understanding about Japan, its
culture and people?

Japan, especially Tokyo, is an exhilarating place to live in.

Tokyo has a good mix of culture, tradition and modernity.

Just by living in Japan, | have learnt so much more about
Japanese customs and manners. Even day-to-day
mundane activities, such as grocery shopping, riding the
subway and such, all add up to my understanding and
appreciation of the Japanese culture and its people.

In Tokyo, | am fortunate enough to be able to meet an

array of people — Japanese and foreigners alike. It makes
me appreciate the opportunity that | have right now to be
meeting all these people. | have learnt that no matter
where we come from, humans are fundamentally the
same on the inside. We may have different upbringings,
speak different languages and have different opinions on
different matters, but ultimately, our basic essence as
humans remain the same. | find that to be rather
comforting and amazing at the same time.

3. With this scholarship experience in Japan, how
you would want to bridge yourself between
Singapore & Japan in future?

| think as a Singaporean who has studied and lived in
both Singapore and Japan, | have gained a better
understanding of what are the pros and cons of each
country. There are several things that Singapore can
learn from Japan and vice versa. | hope that in the future,
| will be in a position whereby | am able to contribute in
some ways that helps in better understanding both
countries in terms of communication and ways of
thinking. Finding employment in a company that has
operations in both countries seems ideal for now.

| have learnt that no matter

where we come from, humans
are fundamentally the same on
the inside.



4. Would you encourage your juniors or friends to
apply for this scholarship? Why is it so?

Definitely! The One-Year General Study Scholarship to
Waseda University by JCCI gives you the opportunity to
not only experience living in Japan, it also gives you the
academic freedom to explore subjects that you have yet
to explore. At the same time, you will meet people and
have experiences in such a way that will challenge your
current way of life. | think these are life experiences that
everyone should try and make in their lifetime and this
scholarship will help make that happen. Go forth and

apply!

Photo above: Vibrant campus life is one of the highlights in
Waseda. This is a picture of a lunch-time performance put
up by Waseda students in a lead up to the annual Waseda
Festival that happens every November.

Photo below: Part of studying overseas is also making
friends and having a good time over meals. Pictured here is
my classmates for one of my Japanese classes.

(On the right row, Janice is seated third from the back.)
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