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Singapore Symphony Orchestra (SSO)
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|J

1. What brought about the inauguration of
Singapore Symphony Orchestra (SSO) in
19797

The Singapore Symphony Orchestra was set up with the
vision and support of former Deputy Prime Minister Dr
Goh Keng Swee, so that Singapore would have a
professional orchestra to contribute to the cultural
development of Singapore as a cosmopolitan city state.

2. When and with whom did SSO have the first
concert/collaboration with Japanese musician?

Amongst the first Japanese musicians who performed
with the SSO in the Bos was violinist Takako Nishizaki,
who also recorded with the orchestra the perennial
Chinese favourite "The Butterfly Lovers' Concerto”. Also
in the early 8os, the SSQ's live concerts were recorded by
sound engineers from the NHK who generously shared
their recording expertise with the technicians in the
Singapore Broadcasting Corporation.

S7= YR, B 6 ERITY AR A b

JCCl
Singapore

Foundation

2014 £ FfHEH M-
BEE ALFCa—

Singapore Symphony
Orchestra and

NUS Lee Kuan Yew School
of Public Policy

NO6: JULY, 2015

3. In SSO’'s recent Gala Concert on 4 April 2015
featuring Japanese Superstar Violinist, Midori,
how it had benefited SSO musicians through
this cultural exchange?

Midori is an international star violinist, and her
appearance in Singapore has always been a treat to the
local audience. The poise and elegance in her playing,
together with her dazzling virtuosity are truly inspiring to
Singaporean violinists.

4. How will SSO continue to foster closer musical
ties between Japan and Singapore?

The SSO with the support of JCCI has had a very fruitful
collaboration with Japanese musicians and the Tokyo
Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra. We see Japan as an
important centre of musical excellence, and will continue
to explore performing and exchange opportunities with
Japanese musicians in the coming concert seasons.

Left photo:

Mr. Okko Kamu
(conductor) and
Ms. Midori Goto
(violin) at S50

| concert “Gala:
Midori” on 4 April




NUS Lee Kuan Yew School
of Public Policy
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1. What is the mission and vision of NUS||_

/

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
(LKYSPP)?

The Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy,or LKYSPP, is
an autonomous postgraduate school of the National
University of Singapore. It was established in 2004 with
the mission of educating and training the next
generation of Asian policymakers and leaders. Its
objectives are to raise the standards of governance
throughout the region, improve the lives of the region’s
people and, in so doing, contribute to the
transformation of Asia. Throughout Asia, the demand
for a first-rate public policy education is growing.
Currently, the School offers one PhD and three Masters
programmes: the Master in Public Policy; Master in
Public Administration; Master in Public Management;
and Doctor of Philosophy. They also stand out for their
emphasis on the public policy experiences of Asian
countries and the critical challenges facing them.
Students are coming from all over the world, mainly
from Asia.

2. What had brought about the first “Japan
Study Trip” by LKYSPP which started since
year 2011?

Japan Study Trip project has been organised by a
voluntary student group of LKYSPP every year. This
project started 5 years ago. In 2011, a Japanese student
hit upon an idea to bring his classmates to Japan for
study purpose. He was worried that Japan'’s presence in
the academic sphere appeared to be diminished by
emerging power of the other countries of Asia,
therefore planned the project to share Japanese
knowledge and experiences of public and private
sectors with other countries and to demonstrate unique
and attractive traditions and cultures of Japan. The
school also approved his plan and thus the first round of
Japan Study Trip was carried out. Since then LKYSPP
has been organizing this Japan Study Trip for

consecutive five years, and this
project has become one of the regular events of
LKYSPP with high reputation.

There are some reasons why we could have continued
Japan Study Trip for long, but, among other things, it is
mostly because of enormous support from sponsors and
collaborators such as JCCI, the Japan Foundation, the
University of Tokyo and a number of members of
parliament in Japan. Without assistance of these
supporters, it was impossible for us to develop the initial
trip to a big event of LKYSPP.

3. For the past 5 years, how has the “Japan
Study Trip” been achieving its objectives that
are in keeping with LKYSPP’s mission and
vision?

Japan Study Trip has provided various opportunities to
LKYSPP students to consider the recent policy issues
surrounding Japan. Through lectures and discussions
with stakeholders involved in public policy in Japan such
as central and local governments and private companies,
the trip has promoted mutual understandings and
international  exchanges  of  individuals  and
organizations in Asian countries and Japan. In this way,
prospective LKYSPP students cultivated the sense of
policy making in the real world and turned their eyes
onto relationships between Japan and their home
countries. Moreover, as some of the students seek to
find a job or start business in Singapore, encounters
with Japanese business persons in this trip can become
a foothold for them to launch collaborative works in the
future. Hence we believe that our Japan Study Trip
contributes to training young leaders of future
generation and enhances vital interaction between
Japan and the other Asian countries in terms of both

public and private sector developments.



4. What was the main scope of study for the trip
in February 2015?

Japan Study Trip in 2015 aimed to provide the
opportunities to see the real situation and the profound
knowledge about two themes -“Growth Strategy of
Japan” and “Reconstruction from the Great East Japan
Earthquake”- to students and teachers of LKYSPP by
visiting Japan.

In order for participants to understand Japan’s growth
strategy, the trip participants visited stakeholders in
different levels (central and local governments, private
sectors and civil societies) and had opportunities to
discuss with them what is going on for boosting the
economic growth.

The participants also investigated the reconstruction of
Tohoku area which is the topic focused in Japan Trip
since the great earthquake had occurred. It was
expected that participants could understand how the
people in Tohoku struggle to recover from the damage
of earthquake and what the public sector can do for the
reconstruction.

5. In what ways have the students benefited
from the recent trip?

Participants of the trip learnt the recent policy issues of
Japan as well as experiencing Japanese history,
tradition and culture both in metropolis of Tokyo and
local prefectures such as Miyagi and Nagano. In Tokyo
part, the participants had a lot of opportunities to
discuss recent policy issues in Japan and Asia. Sessions
with policy practitioners from both public and private
sectors enriched profound insight into policy problems
and possible solutions we all have in common as a
citizen of Asian region. These opportunities were also
beneficial to build networks between prospective Asian
students and Japanese politicians, business persons and
public officers. The networks incubated in this study trip
will be an indispensable asset for both Japan and the
other Asian counties in the future.

Moreover, the trip participants also visited rural areas
other than Tokyo. Although the students already knew
that Japan is the third largest economic giant in the
world and high-tech products exported to their home
counties, this trip was the first experience for most of
them to stay in local places in Japan and touch values of
those areas. In Kesennuma city, the participants came
to know strong sense of belonging to community and
indigenous motivation for recovery. In Nagano,
especially through homestay in the houses of local

citizens, the participants touched the heart of Japanese
and real way of living of the people.

All in all, this study trip was very fruitful not only for
participants but also for Japanese people who joined
our sessions. It was admirable for Japan Study Trip
committee members that some participants told us
they hope to get a job and start working in Japan
someday in the future.

We all really appreciate JCCI for giving us fund support
to Japan Study Trip 2015. We could not achieve our
project without your huge contribution. Thank you very
much and we wish JCCl many more successful years.

a) Photo of the previous page: Policy discussion at the University of
Tokyo

b) Top photo of this page: Session with CEOs of SMEs in Tokyo

¢) Middle photo of this page: Japan Study Trip sth Anniversary party
with MPs at Gakushi-kaikan

d) Bottom photo of this page: Traditional Yoisa dance in Saku-city,
Nagano
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