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Singapore Kendo Club (SKC)
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1. How was Singapore Kendo Club (SKC) founded
and what is its vision?

Singapore Kendo Club was founded in 1972 by the late
Lim Kwa Chwee sensei. Initially a group of just 10
members under his leadership, SKC has grown into a
public club with a membership of 200 active members
and growing.

Singapore Kendo Club’s vision is to promote and spread
Kendo and its values as stated under the Purpose of
Kendo as stated by the All Japan Kendo Federation.

2. Who are the members of SKC and where are
they from? Are there any pre-requisites for
becoming a member?

Membership in SKC consists of a healthy mix of local
Singaporeans and foreigners which consists of Japanese,
Koreans, French, Australians and other members from all
around the world.

There are no pre-requisites to take up kendo, as kendo is
generally for everyone. But, just to be on the safe side,
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members above the age of 40 are required to possess a
doctor’s letter to state that they are fit to pick up a
cardiovascular exercise like kendo.

3. How often does SKC conduct the training and
where is the training venue?

With a new surge in interest and membership members,
SKC has worked with OCBC Arena, which is part of the
new Singapore Sports Stadium and has moved its
sessions on weekdays to the new grounds.

The new schedule for kendo sessions are:

Both intermediate and beginner classes are conducted
every Wednesday nights from 7 to gpm, at OCBC Arena
Hall 4 and Sunday mornings at the Changi Japanese
School, from gam to 12.30pm.

There is also a session for senior members of grade 2nd
Dan and above, on Thursday nights from 7.30pm to
8.30pm and a new class session on Friday nights from 7 to
gpm, at the OCBC Arena Hall.

4. What past events that SKC had participated or
organized which allow its members to have
interaction with external Kendo practitioners
to level-up their skills?

SKC has organized and hosted the ASEAN KENDO
TOURNAMENT from the gos till present day. The
tournament, held every 3 years, has been hosted by SKC
around 4 times. This event draws kendokas from all over
ASEAN to the host country, for a 3 day event of intense
matches in individual and team categories.



Regular participation in the World Kendo Championships,
held every 3 years, has also allowed our members to see
more of the world through kendo and expand their
relationship with kendokas of various nationalities. These
events have not only allowed them to make new friends
or build new relations, but also allowed them to test and
polish their skills further.

5. In what ways have SKC members benefited
the 16th World Kendo
Championships held in Tokyo from 29 - 31
May?

from recent

This year’s 16th World Kendo Championship has been a
special event for kendokas all over the world. With the
venue being the famed Nippon Budokan, every kendoka
has dreamed, at least once, to step into the grounds and
have at least 1 match.

Experiencing a match in such a famed environment, with
15,000 people watching, has allowed many of the SKC
members, to realize that the kendo world is much bigger
than they had thought originally. With various videos
uploaded on the tournament and with national team
members returning home and sharing what they felt and
learned from the tournament, every member who had
been supporting the national team have got a piece of
the experience of what the members experienced in
Tokyo.

With experience gained from the tournament, the
senseis and senior players from the team are now
working together to ensure that the current members
and future potential national team members learn and
improve further and to spread this new found knowledge
throughout the kendo community in Singapore.

On behalf of Singapore Kendo Club, we would like to
thank JCCI for its kind sponsorship for the Singapore
National Team for the 16th World Kendo Championship.

-

Right photo: Lim Kwa Chwee Sensei, founder of SKC

Singapore
i

1% photo above: Various visits and seminars conducted by visiting
senior senseis have also allowed kendokas in Singapore to be
exposed to different styles and types of teaching methods.

First photo on the previous page and 2™ photo above:
Achievements at the 16th World Kendo Championship - our ladies’
team got to the quarter-finals of the team category, which is top 8
in the world. Another lady teammate won the Best Fighting Spirit
Award, which is equivalent to the MVP award in Basketball. She is
now the 2nd person in the Asean region who has won this award,
with first person being a Singaporean as well. Our men's team
went to the top 16 in the team category. For individuals, we had 2

males and 1 female clearing the round robin and moving into the
main tournament ladder before losing to respective opponents.

Left photo: The annual Singapore-Malaysia Goodwill tournament, hosted by Singapore once every 2 years, also allows us to build a
strong friendship with our Malaysian kendo friends, along with sharing of ideas and knowledge of kendo.
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