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BGermany

Top 10 cities ranked by Fine Art

auction turnover (H1 2015)

City Auction total

1 New York $2,801,407,325

2 London $1,900,370,527

3 Beljing $600,327,198

4 Hong Kong $448,963,054

5 Paris $200,051,215

6 Shanghai §82,301,373
7 Canton $43,511,880 g
8 Milan $42,453,690 13
9 Vienne $41,144,861 2
10 Munich $35,970,203 §
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1. How did Esplanade come about and what is its
mission?

The 1989 report by the Advisory Council on Culture and
the Arts, chaired by Singapore’s then-Deputy Prime
Minister Ong Teng Cheong, made many important
recommendations on arts infrastructure. Together with
recommendations to set up museums and government
arts agencies, there was also a recommendation to build
a new national performing arts centre. That was the
genesis of Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay. Following
that was a period of planning, consultation with the
public and arts community, and actual design and
construction.

Esplanade officially opened our doors to the public on 12
October 2002. The vision and mission as a not-for-profit
national arts centre was clear: to be an arts centre for

everyone that entertains, engages, educates and inspires.

This became a guiding philosophy that the arts centre
continues to live by today.

JCCI
Singapore

Foundation

2014 4FPE FAERE-
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M 8 [a]:
Esplanade — Theatres on
the Bay

We believe in making the arts accessible to everyone. A
large part of this can be seen in the daily performances in
our Concourse, our monthly free community concert in
the Concert Hall, as well as a whole range of non-ticketed
performances, talks and workshops around the centre
during different festivals. In addition, we pay special
attention to programmes for children, youths, and
seniors, and work with many Voluntary Welfare
Organisations (VWOs) to involve their beneficiaries in our
programmes.

As a cultural institution in Singapore, our programme
offerings also mirror the diversity in modern society,
celebrating the heritage and artistry of Chinese, Malay
and Indian cultures. We coincide our cultural festivals
with the major community celebrations and connect our
ethnic communities with one another through the arts. In
the same way, collaborations with Asian artists are
important as part of appreciating our wider cultural
context.

Today, we are one of the busiest arts centres in the world
with about 3,000 performances presented by Esplanade,
our collaboration partners and hirers yearly. The goal is
always to present the best in the performing arts,
including leading artists from around the world. So
whether you're a first-timer, an ardent patron or fellow
arts lover, we welcome you and we will do our best to
give you a great experience with the arts.

Another critical aspect of our mission as a national arts
centre is to support the development of the arts industry.
To support Singapore artists and arts groups we provide
them with a platform to hone their craft, but also
collaborate with arts groups to help them reach a wider



audience or to take greater artistic risk. For young artists,
we support them with mentorship programmes and
training. We are also increasingly commissioning and
producing brand new work in dance, music, theatre and
visual arts; and helping to link artists up with our
international partners. A second group we work with is
arts presenters who hire our venues. Last but not least,
we are a nationally accredited centre in technical theatre
training, and train a wide range of people in technical
production.

2. What does Esplanade look forward to in
working with overseas artists?

As Singapore’s national arts centre, we see it as our
responsibility to bring the world’s finest artists and
performances to Singapore audiences so that they may
experience and be touched by these works. We are
fortunate to have had many artistic greats grace our
venues in the past 13 years.

We always look to working with leading artists in Asia.
Given that a majority of Singapore’s population are
rooted in Chinese, Malay and Indian cultural heritage, we
work widely with artists from around the region for our
four key cultural festivals throughout the year. We also
look to helping our audiences deepen their
understanding of the rich cultures around Asia, and
helping Singapore artists connect with their regional
counterparts. Some Asian artists and arts groups we have
welcomed at the centre include Japanese theatre
director Yukio Ninagawa with the productions Musashi
and the upcoming Kafka on the Shore, the Tokyo
Philharmonic Orchestra with Maestro Eiji Oue, jazz artist
Sadao Watanabe, South Korean jazz singer Youn Sun
Nah and composer/lyricist Oh Joonsung who performed
with his band Green Cacao and Korean popstars Bobby
Kim, Mario& and Shinee, Beijing People’s Art Theatre
and its contemporary Chinese theatre classic Teahouse,
China Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Yu Long,
China National Ballet which performed Raise the Red
Lantern at our Opening Festival in 2002, Hong Kong
based experimental theatre company Zuni Icosahedron,
Taiwan’s Cloud Gate Dance Theatre and Stan Lai's
Performance Workshop which performed the epic
masterpiece of contemporary Chinese theatre A Dream
like a Dream among other works, award-winning
composer and conductor Tan Dun, India’s Kalakshetra
Repertory Dance Theatre, Spanda and vocalist Shubha
Mudgal as well as world renowned Indonesian gamelan
composer Rahayu Supanggah.

We also look to inspire our audiences across the different
genres with artists and presentations from further afield.
Over the years, we have had the Berlin Philharmonic

Orchestra, Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, London
Symphony Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic, St Petersburg
Philharmonic, London Philharmonic, Les Arts Florrisants,
Kremerata Baltica, Vienna State Opera and the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra play in our Concert Hall. We have
also featured jazz greats including the late Shirley Horn
and Charlie Haden, Herbie Hancock, Harry Connick Jnr
and Jamie Cullum, world music artists Gilberto Gil and
Miriam Makebe, popular singer-songwriters Don McLean
and Jason Mraz, soul artist Joss Stone, German electronic
band Kraftwerk, indie bands including Scotland’s Belle &
Sebastian, Iceland’s Mum, Norway's Kings of

Convenience and many others.

Classical and contemporary dance artists and groups
which have thrilled our audiences include the English
National Ballet, Paris Opera Ballet, Stuttgart Ballet,
Russia’s Bolshoi Ballet and Mariinsky Ballet, Sylvie
Guillem, Nederlands Dans Theater, Spain’s Maria Pagés
Compafia and UK’s Akram Khan, Hofesh Shechter
Company as well as Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake.

These artists and arts groups were warmly received by
our audiences and this attests to the ability of the arts to
transcend cultural barriers and differences.

3. When and with whom did Esplanade have the
first collaboration with Japanese artists?

The presence of Japanese artists was significant right
from the start during the Opening Festival of Esplanade,
in October 2002. Gekidan Kaitaisha was the very first
group to perform at the Theatre Studio, and a series of
concerts titled AlterZone: A State of Mind featured
Japanese artists in three productions of six.

4. What are the challenges faced in bringing in
the upcoming theatre production Kafka on the
Shore by Ninagawa Company on 3oth & 31st
October
overcome it?

2015, and how did Esplanade

As with all touring theatre productions which we present
at our Theatre, logistics are always a large part of the
challenge. This tour involves a company of more than 50
members and the massive set travels in five containers.
This is part and parcel of presenting theatre productions
of this scale and meticulous planning and discussion with
all parties are key to ensuring a process which is as
smooth as possible.

5. Will Esplanade continue to seek for
collaboration with other Japanese artists and
why is it so?



The beauty of the arts is that it not only provides us with =\ Esplanade
enjoyment and allows us an outlet for expression, but it ~ Presents
also allows us to understand and learn about the culture,

beliefs and practices of others.

We will definitely continue to present more Japanese
performing arts and look for good productions and artists.
On the artistic front, we have seen many warm
exchanges take place between Singapore and Japanese
artists, such as Singapore theatre director Chong Tze =
Chien’s work with the Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre, or & 1|1 KAFKA
Sankai Juku’s workshop with artists in Singapore in 2014. i . | ON THE 5{"(\"1[
Esplanade too has enjoyed warm relations with Japanese ' HARLIK MURAKAMY

arts centres such as Suntory Hall. Among Singapore J
audiences, there is already awareness and interest in
Japan'’s vibrant creative culture and aesthetics, which is a
foundation for us to further build our audience’s cultural
knowledge. We will also continue to look towards good
support from the Japanese community in Singapore for
these presentations.

Photos on the right:

Top: Upcoming theatre production Kafka on the Shore by
Ninagawa Company, based on the work of Haruki
Murakami.

Middle: Audiences enjoying a performance at the
Esplanade Concourse as part of the centre’s annual A
Date With Friends - a festival that brings back the good
times and sentimental favourites, specially dedicated to
seniors.

Bottom: A Baybeats band performing at the art centre's
three day indie rock and alternative music festival.

Today, we are one of the busiest
arts centres in the world with about
3,000 performances these works....
We also look to inspire our
audiences across the different
genres with artists and presentations
from further afield....
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