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Mobility
Today, 54% of all travel made ks within urban envdronments. Yet the total amount of urban kilometres travelled
Is expected to triple by 2060, with traffic congestion potentially brirging cities worldwide to a standsbill

In Singapore, with a population of 5.4 million, there are approzimately 1 milllon cass on the reads. At the same
ime, roads take up 12% of land space.

But with limited land space, we can no longer increase the number of vehicles or add more roads.
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%1 : ITU (International Telecommunications
Union) [ http://www.itu.int/ ]

%2 : STATISTICS SINGAPORE by Singapore
Government [ http://www.singstat.gov.
sg/ ]

%3 : Consumer Barometer with Google
[ https://www.consumerbarometer.com/ ]
The Asia Foundation
[ http://asiafoundation.org/ ]

%4 : IDC (Internet Data Corporation),
November 2013 [ http://www.idc.com/ ]

%5 : MOM (Ministry of Manpower)

[ http://www.mom.gov.sg/ ]
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Japanese University Graduates Association of
Singapore (JUGAS)
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NHD., BEY Y HR—LEFOHRANEREL A~
N—D 7z DRBZHETH 3.

1. How was JUGAS formed in 19707

The 1960s saw the successful hosting of the Tokyo
Olympics in 1964 and the miraculous rise of Japan. It was
also during this period that Japan welcomed the
pioneering generations of foreign students from
Singapore. Many of these students eventually returned
home after graduation to form a small but growing
community of Japanese university graduates in post-

independence Singapore.

It was during those early years at a coffee shop in Taman
Jurong in 1969 that a group of pioneering senpais
mooted the idea of forming an association for all the
returned graduates from Japanese universities. These
young men took the idea forward and soon JUGAS was
formed in 1970. Forty-five years later today, the
brainchild of these pioneers has grown to become a well-
respected alumni association with over 420 members
that serves as a uniting force among fellow graduates
from Japanese universities.
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Japanese University Graduates

Association of Singapore (JUGAS)

and The Philharmonic Winds
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2. What are the vision and objectives of JUGAS?
Our objectives as defined in our Constitution are:

. To promote good relations between the
Republic of Singapore and Japan

. To provide facilities for social and cultural
activities among members, and to provide
opportunities for members to meet their
counterparts in other organizations or
institutions

. To promote and safeguard the common
interests of members

. To promote scientific, technology,
education and cultural exchanges between
the Republic of Singapore and Japan

. To publish papers, journals and other
literary works in furtherance of the
objectives of the Association

In September 2005, JUGAS was awarded Japanese
CHAE A3 KE

%) for our efforts in supporting students to study in

Foreign Minister's Commendations

Japan and networking of returned graduates leading to
enhancement of mutual understanding between Japan
and Singapore.

3. Whatkind of activities and programmes does
JUGAS organize and facilitate in achieving its
objectives?

JUGAS organises and co-organises various annual and
one-time events for its members and the general public.
These cultural, academic, social and educational events
do not only facilitate interaction among JUGAS members
and promote goodwill between Singapore and Japan, but



also promote the understanding of Japanese culture and
language to the general public.

-Scholarships

JUGAS launched the JUGAS Education Fund in 2010,
with the aim of sponsoring Singaporean students to
further their studies in Japanese universities. JUGAS
currently contributes to a few
scholarship programmes, including MEXT-ASCOJA
Scholarship, JUGAS/Nagoya University Scholarship, and
JUGAS/University of Tokyo Supplementary Scholarship.
These scholarships aim to support up to 7 scholars per
year to pursue their university education in top Japanese
universities.

administers and

September 2015 marked another milestone as our 2
pioneer scholars on the JUGAS/Nagoya University
Scholarship  successfully — graduated from their
undergraduate programmes. Khoo Yong lJian and
Raashidah Tan continue to stay in Japan to pursue a post-
graduate programme at Nagoya University and a career
in Tokyo respectively.

-Japanese Speech Contest

JUGAS is one of the organisers and judges for the
popular Japanese Speech Contest, together with The
Embassy of Japan, JCCI, JAS (Japanese Association of
Singapore) and JCS (The Japan Cultural Society). This
event supports the learning of Japanese language in
Singapore.

[AEZFTEIE S ]
Language)

(Let * s Play by Japanese

Into its 1s5th year, this signature event provides an
opportunity for Japanese language students of all levels
of competencies to participate in quizzes and games
involving the Japanese language and culture. The event is
supported by The Embassy of Japan, Japanese Schools in
Singapore, MOELC (Ministry of Education Language
Centre), JAS and JALTAS (Japanese Language Teachers’
Association in Singapore).

-JUGAS Book Prizes

To promote the learning of Japanese among young
Singaporean students, JUGAS awards book prizes
annually to the junior college students studying Japanese
as a third language at Singapore’s MOELC.

a) Photo of the previous page: JUGAS founding members

Our vision...to promote good
relations between the Republic of
Singapore and Japan....

b) Top photo of this page: JUGAS met former Japanese Prime Minister Mr. Takeo Fukuda during his visit to Singapore in 1982

c) Middle photo of this page: [2015 [/ 4% C¥(# 5 | with Ambassador Haruhisa Takeuchi as Guest-of-Honour

d) Bottom photo of this page: Graduation of the pieneering batch of JUGAS/Nagoya University scholars in 2015



The Philharmonic Winds
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1. What brought about the
formation of The
Philharmonic Winds in 2000?

The word "Philharmonic" translates to
a fondness or devotion to music, and
The  Philharmonic ~ Winds  truly
embraces that. The members of the
wind orchestra came together because of a common love
for music, and ever since have endeavoured to present
the finest music for wind orchestra to the Singaporean
audience.

Formed in 2000, The Philharmonic Winds has grown to
more than 8o dedicated members. A congregation of
skilled musicians from all walks of life — tertiary students
to working professionals, music students to wind band
instructors — The Philharmonic Winds is proud to be home
to a thriving musical community.

Amongst a myriad of notable performances, The
Philharmonic Winds has performed a collection of
landmark works from the wind band repertoire, ranging
from the symphonies of Paul Hindemith and James
Barnes to well known favourites of Alfred Reed and Adam
Gorb. The wind orchestra is also well-versed in a variety of
musical styles, having explored the lush and humorous
music of Percy Grainger, the genius of Mozart and Varese,
and jazz standards.

The wind orchestra has performed under the baton of
distinguished conductors such as Principal Guest
Conductor Timothy Reynish (GBR), Felix Hauswirth (SWE),
Douglas Bostock (GBR), Johan de Meij (NL), Luis Serrano
Alarcon (ESP), Yasuhide Ito (JPN), Surapol Thanyawibool
(THA), John Boyd (USA), Zechariah Goh Toh Chai (SG),
Luk Hoi Yui (5G), founding Artistic Director Robert
Casteels (BEL/SG) and Music Director Leonard Tan.

2. How is the Philharmonic Winds different from
other wind orchestras?

The Philharmonic Winds is a community wind orchestra
where all our musicians come together for the love of
music and do not receive remuneration playing in the
group. But more importantly, we are unique as our
programming is always different and we aim to be as
versatile as we can. We enjoy exploring different types of

music and presenting them to our audiences - from the
cutting edge pieces like what we performed at the recent
Singapore Compose! concert where we gave the world
premiere performance of five new pieces, three of which
were commissioned by us and two were selected by an
open call for new works from young composers, to the
very accessible and popular music such as those that we
will be performing on 19 December in a concert entitled
The Phitharmonic Winds Goes Pop.

As a musician in The Philharmonic Winds, we could be
performing major classical pieces at the Esplanade
Concert Hall one night, and entertaining our audiences
with popular Mandarin and dialect songs in the heartlands
the next night.

We enjoy collaborations with local and international
artists. For example, we will be collaborating with veteran
xinyao singers Hong Shao Xuan and Pan Ying, as well as
Singapore’s cultural medallion recipient and one of our
nation’s most prolific multi-hyphenate artists, composer-
director-designer Dick Lee.

We also believe in paying it forward and giving back to
society. Our wind orchestra recently performed at the
Yellow Ribbon Prison Run in a show of support to ex-
offenders who are being rehabilitated and trying to re-
integrate with society.

3. Has the Philharmonic Winds ever represented
Singapore in any international performances or
competitions?

As one of Singapore’s premier arts flag-bearers, The
Philharmonic Winds is proud to have received much
recognition on the world stage. In July 2005, The
Philharmonic Winds participated in the World Music
Contest in Kerkrade, the Netherlands, and became the
first wind orchestra from Singapore to be awarded a Gold
medal with Distinction in the First Division (Harmony



Band). The following year, The Philharmonic Winds
became the first wind orchestra to perform at the
Singapore Arts Festival. In May 200g, the band was
invited to Hamamatsu, Japan, to perform at the g4oth
anniversary of the Japan Band Clinic, one of the most
prestigious wind conferences in Japan and around the
world. This was followed up with the honour of
performing at the 15th World Association for Symphonic
Bands and Ensembles (WASBE) Conference in Chiayi,
Taiwan, in 2011.

In 2013, The Philharmonic Winds returned from a
successful tour of Spain, clinching Second Prize at the
127th Certamen Internacional de Bandas de Musica —
Ciudad de Valencia (the International Wind Band Contest
“City of Valencia”). The Philharmonic Winds was the first
Asian wind orchestra to be invited to take part in the
contest. In addition, a joint concert was held in Spain with
the Symphonic Band Centre Artistic Musical de Bétera
(Symphonic Band CAM Bétera) as well as the Symphonic
Band Asociacion Musico-Cultural “La Lira” de Pozuelo.

In August 2014, The Philharmonic Winds, together with
its youth arm Philharmonic Youth Winds, performed at
the closing gala concert of the Hong Kong International
Band Fair.

Taking our role of cultural diplomacy to a whole new level,
The Philharmonic Winds featured the Nontri Orchestra
Winds from Thailand as a guest orchestra in 2009 and the
Baden-Wurttemberg Youth Wind Orchestra from
Germany in 2012. Both concerts culminated with special
performances which saw more than 100 musicians from
both nations performing together on stage.

the Philharmonic  Winds

collaborated with any Japanese musicians or

4. Has ever

performers?

The Philharmonic Winds has always found it a memorable
experience performing with Japanese artists. Since our
inception, we have thus far collaborated with trombonist
Ko-ichiro Yamamoto and saxophonists Yasuto Tanaka,
Masato Kumoi and Shin-ichiro Hikosaka. We have also
with artists, as
composer/conductor Ito, Isao

other such
Yasuhide composer

Matsushita and virtuoso taiko drummer Makoto Tashiro.

collaborated

With Isao Matsushita and Makoto Tashiro, we performed
the Asian Premiere of Matsushita’s Hiten Trilogy, the
second time in the world in which the entire Trilogy was
performed in one setting.

With composer Ito, we performed his composition, ...Yet
The =  “’ses, which he wrote after The Great East Japan
Eartnquake that shocked the entire world. The conposer

was inspired to write this after coming across a Twitter
account by poet Ryoichi Wago, who had been tweeting
profuse amounts of poetry related to the disaster.

5. How will the Philharmonic Winds continue to
foster closer musical ties between Japan and
Singapore?

Japan has so many talented wind musicians that we have
been dreaming of collaborating with, and we will continue
to explore how we can work together, both in Singapore
and in Japan.

Likewise, Japan has a tremendous wealth of quality wind
band music that has not been performed in Singapore.
The Philharmonic Winds will continue researching which
are the best works to be presented to the Singapore
audiences.

We are already planning for a concert featuring much-
loved classics from popular Japanese anime movies,
which we hope that everyone, both Singaporeans and our

Japanese friends living in Singapore will enjoy.

a) Photo of the previous page: The Philharmonic Winds

b) Two photos above: Dr. Timothy Reynish, who is our Principal Guest
Conductor, led us in a competition in Spain in 2013.
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