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NUS Arts Festival 2016
11 - 26 March

Step Out and Wonder
expand audience’s minds with a science and technological twist

NUS Arts Festival 2016 aims to

NUS Arts Festival is back for its 11th edition! As a fervent
supporter of arts and culture, JCCl is once again the
Festival Patron for this Festival. From 11 to 26 March
2016, NUS Arts Festival will present over 30 free and
ticketed shows at various locations in the University and
NUS Baba House.

Partnering with the Centre for Quantum Technologies,
NUS Arts Festival 2016 explores the intersection of
quantum theories and performing arts, underlining
research, learning and process as cruxes of the Festival.
Centred on the theme of ‘Wonder’, the Festival aims to
challenge one’s notions of reality and relationships in the
current technologically-driven society.

“NUS Arts Festival has always been a valuable platform
for our students and alumni to work with industry
professionals, bringing together their creative and
intellectual energies to present quality performances and
unique collaborations. The Festival in 2016 continues to
underscore the Centre’s role in nurturing NUS students,
not only complementing academia but also cultivating a
deeper appreciation of the arts amongst the community,
even beyond the University,” says Sharon Tan, Director of
NUS Centre For the Arts.

Festival Highlights

NUS Arts Festival 2016 will open with space. time. mind.,
a bold presentation that pushes the frontiers of traditional
Chinese dance. Taking inspiration from physics, this
collaboration between NUS Chinese Dance and Beijing
Dance Academy Youth Dance Company — an
internationally renowned and esteemed Chinese dance
company — will premiere five critically acclaimed works in
the Beijing Dance Academy repertoire, as well as two
original works by Ding Hong, Artistic Director and



Resident Choreographer of NUS Chinese Dance.

NUS Indian Dance will showcase a part-presentation part-
performance Sambhavna, featuring an original
choreography that depicts the behavior of quantum-scale
particles through lithe and delicate movements.
Choreographed by the group’s Artistic Director Santha
Bhaskar who worked intimately with the scientists of
Centre for Quantum Technologies, the innovative piece
brilliantly weaves quantum theories with the classical
Bharatanatyam to explore the quantum nature of reality.

From the grand soaring notes of Brahm's Academic
Festive Overtune Op. 8o to the experimental and surreal
works of Belioz's Symphonie Fantastique, Music For Curious
Minds will illustrate the startling parallels in the
development of science and music, and the interplay of
influences on each other’s area of knowledge and
expression. Helmed by maestro Lim Soon Lee and
performed by NUS Symphony Orchestra, the concert will
also feature soloists Lim Chun (violin) and Kimberly Lo
(violin) in Bruch’s Double Concerto for Violin and Viola Op.
88.

In celebration of ExxonMobil Campus Concerts’ (EMCC)
30th anniversary, First Sparks: 30 Years of Arts on Campus
brings together alumni of the (EMCC) series in a nostalgic
reunion concert. Featuring Jack & Rai, Karen Tan, Pam
Oei, Rani Singam, Rosita Ng, Selena Tan and ShiLi & Adi,
with a script by Wang Liang Sheng, this concert celebrates
EMCC as a launch pad for arts practitioners — onstage or
behind-the-scenes — who have since established
themselves as professionals in the industry. This concert
is also part of ExxonMobil Campus Concerts and will close
the January to March 2016 season.

Melding virtuosic dance and hilarious physical theatre,
Australian performing artist Joseph Simons will explore
the art of ‘getting used to it’ in First Things First,
showcasing his signature wit, intricate choreography and
musicality. Performance artist Brian Lobel explores how
the society emotionally and socially interacts with digital
media in an interactive performance-lecture Purge. He
will also conduct an intimate workshop Let Me Hear Your
Body Talk where participants are urged to examine their
relationship with their bodies and how it is informed by
politics, culture, history and more.

The Festival will close with a youthful and energetic
double bill by NUS Dancers, led by choreographic
powerhouses Ricky Hu and KENTARO!!. With Ricky Hu —
together with Mai Jingwen as assistant choreographer,
award-winning director Edith Podesta and composer Low
Xu Hao — presenting contemporary dance piece Look Up,
and KENTARO!! employing hip hop-based techniques to
showcase a reinterpretation of his delicate work Island

Shelf, Overdrive Ill: The Final Chapter will narrate the
stories of young driven people living in fast-paced Asian
cities.

Fringe Activities

The forthcoming instalment of NUS Arts Festival will
bring unconventional and exhilarating fringe
performances to add excitement to the Festival. Artists
include Kelvin ‘Smokey’ Ng, the soulful master of blues
harmonica; Serena and Dinie with their cajon and
accordion; Flame of the Forest, a band of Chinese
brothers who incorporate styles from other genres with
their understanding of Indian Classical and Folk music;
and youths from Sekolah Indonesia Singapura with their
musical performances and an all-girls dikir barat item.

Running parallel to NUS Art Festival are annual shows by
NUS Wind Symphony, The NUSChoir, NUS Piano
Ensemble, NUS Chinese Orchestra and NUS Harmonica
Orchestra, at various locations across the island.

NUS Arts Festival runs from 11 to 26 March 2016.
For more information, please visit
www.nusartfestival.com.

Photo of the left page: Overdrive Ill, NUS Dancers

The top photo of this page: Sambhavna NUS Indian Dance

The second photo of this page: space. time. mind { & 2 %% ) NUS
Chinese Dance
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Who is KENTARO!! ?

KENTARO!!, leader of dance collective Tokyo Electrock
Stairs and one of the two choreographers of Overdrive IlI,
is a pioneer in his own right. Working primarily with hip
hop-based techniques and self-composed music and
sounds, KENTARO!! brilliantly melds hip hop and
contemporary dance elements to form his signature
datsuryoku-kei style of dance. No stranger to awards,
KENTARO!! has accolades such as the French Embassy
Prize for Young Choreographers (2008), the Audience
Award and Next Age Special Award from the Toyota
Choreography Awards (2008) and the Japan Dance Forum
Award (2010) under his belt.

We have a quick chat with KENTAROQ!! to find out more
about him and his thoughts on his choreographic work at
NUS Arts Festival 2016.

Q1. How did you develop your signature hip hop-
based datsuryoku-kei?

A AZANMEENTT V AUNOE X %2 % 2 7-H; I
HENZIEZZE L, ARy T YR —F
YARRIMATe Y V2T Lz, 20, HHEO
V59 7 ALK THAZ EIITEEET L,

Q2. Describe your choreography process for Island
Shelf, as well as the inspiration behind it.

A HABBETHLZ L, FORICWEY U —%
KU B (HTRYEDL D), WEEEKOHEY TEEE
DT 5,

Q3. And also, please describe how
you develop the music that
accompanies your choreography?

HOREmIIWS L. #REH %
MGz 317528 TY,

Q4. For you, how does
Island Shelf tie in with
Overdrive lll's theme of
young people living in fast-
paced Asian cities? How do you think
the choreography is relevant to us as audience?

AGHELYaN—FERETL Y LTWLDT,

MIFDZLRIC B L) LAFITEELTINE L
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Q5. Do you think your work will introduce a side of
Japanese culture and ideas to the Singaporean
audience? If so, what are they and how will
they?

A BEBHE. MOERDPD R ANH TS A, &G - [\
BT E v ) IR T, FFPHRRBIRER T LIS %
B EHWTT,

Q6. Tell us one reason we have to catch the show.

A BEJEL v, SEOHICIL,

Q7. What do you look forward to in this new year,
as a dancer and choreographer?

A BEERED Z &

The top photos of this page: Performances by KENTARO!!
The bottom photo of this page: Now then again NUS Theatre
Ensemble
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‘I Please tell us about yourself.

My name is Linnah Tan, and | am 20 years
old. I am currently a second year student at
the National University of Singapore, .
majoring in Japanese Studies. K

What made you want to
study in Japan?

| am interested in Japanese culture,
particularly Japanese history and literature.
Since high school, | have wanted to study in
Japan to learn more about Japan. Now that | am majoring
in Japanese studies in university, | really want to spend an
extended period of time in Japan, so that | can experience
for myself what | have only studied in books and lectures.

What do you intend to study at the
university in Japan?

As | am interested in history and literature, | hope to
attend some courses regarding wartime history and
Japanese classical literature. | am especially interested in
the works of Matsuo Basho, Dazai Osamu and Qe
Kenzaburo. As | am also interested in learning and
teaching languages, | hope to attend some English
lessons to see how English or other languages are taught
in Japan. In the future, | hope to teach English in Japan, so
| believe this would be helpful for me to understand how
to help my students learn better and have more
confidence in speaking English.

How do you hope to bridge yourself
hetween Singapore & Japan in future?

| hope to be able to share my Singaporean culture with
my Japanese friends, especially regarding Singapore’s
multi-racial society and successful economy. | hope that
this would be able to shape their way of thinking about
Japanese society in the future. | also hope to share my
experiences in Japan with my Singaporean friends, so that
they would be more interested in visiting Japan, and
learning more about Japan. In this way, | hope that the
friendship between our countries will grow as more
people travel and communicate with each other. | am very

grateful for the opportunity that JCCI has given me to
play a role in the sharing of our cultures, and | would like

to take this chance to thank everyone who has made this
possible. [ will do my best!

)‘i

Photos above: Feeding a deer in Nara
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‘I Please tell us about yourself.

I am Roy Lim, and | am 23 this year. | am
pursuing a double major in Political Science
and Japanese Studies in National University
of Singapore. | am particularly interested in
the fields of comparative politics and
international relations. In my free time, |
enjoy jogging, watching Japanese drama,
and penning down interesting events that
happen in my life.

2 What made you want to study in Japan?

| was very interested in Japanese animation such as
Digimon and Inuyasha when | was young. After watching
a few intense and exhilarating battle sequences from the
anime Bleach when | was 15, | decided to pick up Japanese
so that | could enjoy the series without subtitles.

My interest in Japan only increased when | realised that
the Japanese language was tremendously elegant and
nuanced. Gradually, my love for Japan grew beyond
Japanese animation and the language into Japanese
politics and culture. | became very keen to know
everything about Japan, from its social policies to the
wide variety of sumptuous food on the island country.
Since then, | have always wanted to have a first-hand
experience of living and studying in Japan.

What do you intend to study at the
university in Japan?

I am planning to read a few modules on Japanese politics
and foreign policy. I also wish to enroll in classes related
to Japanese literature and art so that | can better
understand and appreciate Japanese culture. These
modules are closely aligned with my area of studies in my
home university.

On top of that, | also intend to broaden my horizons and
take a few modules in the field of Japanese civil law and
business. In doing so, | hope that this will put me in good
stead to cope with the fast-paced and ever-changing
realities of today's workplace.

| would love to share
Singapore’s unique

culture with my Japanese
friends!

How do you hope to hridge yourself
hetween Singapore & Japan in future?

I would love to share Singapore’s unique culture with my
Japanese friends. | would teach them Singlish, explain the
difference between Chinese and its dialects to them, and
perhaps even narrate to them a little about Singapore’s
short but illustrious history! It is my sincere wish that
through such interactions, we not only get to understand
each other’s cultures better but also hopefully become
the best of friends. | also hope to connect Singapore and
Japan by visiting the Singapore Embassy of Japan and
sharing my findings on Singapore-Japanese relations with
my family and friends, if the opportunity arises.

As a representative of the Japanese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, | also wish to contribute to the
best of my abilities in academic discussions, club
activities, and cultural events. | would like to take this
opportunity to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the
Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry for
providing me this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. It has
been a humbling and gratifying experience.



Photo above: Posing along the philosopher’s path, Kyoto,
in April 2014

The right top photo: Starting from the left, Mr Konishi
(JCCI President), Ms Linnah, Mr Roy and Mr Hagiwara
(Scholarship Committee Chairman) at Scholarship
Certificate Presentation Ceremony on 12 Jan, 2016

The right second photo: Scholarship Certificate
Presentation Ceremony on 12 Jan, 2016
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