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La Terre Restaurant Pte Ltd
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Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 (Unit)
23534 | 26824 | 27924 | 29,422 | _ tomnes
B 372609 | 478861 | 474121 | 527.701 k USD
15.8 17.9 17.0 17.9 S/kg
11,804 | 13849 | 15286 | 16,237
it 270356 | 358476 | 428393 | 409,228
229 259 280 252
GhUAES | 11730 | 12975 | 12638 | 13185 | tonnes
AD 5,079 5,191 5.300 5,405 K
—ASUHEE 2.31 2.50 2.38 2.44 | kg/person
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National University of Singapore Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy (NUS LKYSPP)
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What is LKYSPP?

The Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, or LKYSPP, is
an autonomous postgraduate school of the National
University of Singapore. It was established in 2004 with
the mission of educating and training the next generation
of Asian policymakers and leaders. Its objectives are to
raise the standards of governance throughout the region,
improve the lives of the region’s people and, in so doing,
contribute to the transformation of Asia. Throughout
Asia, the demand for a first-rate public policy education is
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growing. Currently, the School offers one PhD and three
Masters programmes: Master in Public Policy; Master in
Public Administration; Master in Public Management; and
Doctor of Philosophy. They also stand out for their
emphasis on the public policy experiences of Asian
countries and the critical challenges facing them.
Students are coming from all over the world, mainly from
Asia.

What is Japan Study Trip?

Japan Study Trip project has been organised by a
voluntary student group of LKYSPP — Japan Study Trip
Committee — every year. This project started 6 years ago,
in 2011. At that time, a Japanese student hit upon an idea
to bring his classmates to Japan for study purpose. He
was worried that Japan’s presence in the academic sphere
appeared to be marginalised by emerging powers Asia,
therefore planned the project to share Japanese
knowledge and experiences of public and private sectors
with other countries and to demonstrate unique and
attractive traditions and cultures of Japan. LKYSPP also
approved his plan and thus the first round of Japan Study
Trip was carried out. Since then, for successive six years,
Japan Study Trip Committee has been organising this



study trip annually. Now, Japan Study Trip has become
one of the most popular and exciting events of LKYSPP
with high reputation not only among students but also
among many stakeholders in Japan.

There are some reasons why we could have continued
Japan Study Trip for long, but, among other things, it is
mostly because of enormous support from sponsors and
collaborators such as JCCl Singapore, the Japan
Foundation, the University of Tokyo and a members of
the Diet in Japan. Without assistance of these supporters,
it was impossible for us to develop the initial trip to such a
big event of LKYSPP that we have now.

Achievements of the past Japan Study Trips

Japan Study Trip has provided various opportunities to
LKYSPP students to consider latest policy issues
surrounding Japan and Asia. Through lectures and
discussions with stakeholders being involved in the public
policy in Japan such as central and local governments and
private companies, the trip has promoted mutual
understandings and international exchanges of
individuals and organizations in Asian countries and
Japan. In this way, prospective LKYSPP students
cultivated the sense of policy making in the real world and
turned their eyes onto relationships between Japan and
their home countries. Moreover, as some of the students
seek to find a job or to start a new business, encounters
with Japanese business persons in this trip can become a
foothold for them to launch collaborative works in the
future. Indeed, some of the trip participants are looking
for job opportunities in Japan. Hence, we believe that our
Japan Study Trip contributes to training young Asian
leaders and enhances vital interaction between Japan and
other countries in terms of both public and private sector
developments.

Main topics of Japan Study Trip 2016

In Japan Study Trip 2016, we mainly focused on three
topics: 1) Japan and Asian security, 2) Industry, science
and technology policy, and 3) Education policy. With these
three main topics, we provided lectures and opportunities
for exchange of opinions with a variety of stakeholders
playing pivotal roles in public policy arena to LKYSPP
students.

The first topic is national security of Japan and Asia.
Currently, the security policy of Japan stands at a critical
stage. After the World War Il, any military actions against
any country has been denied under Article g of the
Constitution. On the other hand, the need for active
pacifism in the exercise of the right of collective self-

defense has been discussing in changing the international
situation. The international cooperation indispensable
and mutual understanding between Japan and Asian
countries are becoming more and more important to
bring peace in the whole of Asia. To deepen the study for
the discussion of security and peace, we visited Hiroshima
in Japan that is one of the only two places in the world
that experienced an atomic bomb attack (as G7 foreign
ministers recently visited the place). We all reconfirmed
importance of peace, and held meetings with experts on
Japan's security policy and foreign policy.

The second topic is to learn about Japanese industry,
science, and technology policies. Many Asian countries
such as Singapore has been conducting a remarkable
economic development since the late 20 century while
the economic situation in Japan has been struggling with
the lost post-bubble period of 20 years since 1990s.
However, Japan remains to be a top-tier advanced
country regarding science and technology. Therefore, this
trip provided opportunities to learn the Japan's advanced
technologies, such as we can find in practice of Honda
Motor Co., Ltd., Cyberdyne, and the central government.
Furthermore, in Hiroshima, we also visited a front-runner
brash factory that contributes to the regional economy
with its global strategy and exceptional manufacturing
skills.

The third topic is education policy that many LKYSPP
students from developing countries in Southeast Asia are
highly interested in. As Japan has been maintaining a high
level of the nationwide compulsory education system,
this would be very beneficial for all the participants to
learn education policy of Japan. The trip participants
visited the Ministry of Education to have discussions on
education administration and Japan's educational policy
for consideration at a deeper level. Furthermore, we
provided an opportunity to study the latest and unique
school system of Tsukuba City, Ibaraki Prefecture.
Tsukuba City has introduced an educational consistency
from primary through early secondary levels into all the
public schools since 2012. We visited Kasuga-Gakuen (a
public compulsory education school) and observed the
cutting-edge public education model of the municipality.

Attainments from Japan Study Trip 2016

For this year's Japan Study Trip project, we had more than
70 applications from LKYSPP students, from which we
selected 36 students under certain criteria. We
accompanied the 36 students from 22 countries from all
over the world to Japan. Some of them have been to
Japan for several times, while others had never been to
Japan before. But, no matter whether he/she had been to



Japan or not, this year's Japan Study Trip was astonishing
experience to them.

During the trip (19th to 28th February 2016), we first went
to Hiroshima prefecture, and discovered beauty of local
places and history of Japan. Hiroshima Peace Memorial
and Itsukushima Shrine impressed participants a lot.
Secondly, we went to Kyoto to find culture and tradition
of Japan. For almost all of the participants, Kyoto was a
dream place to visit. Thirdly, we spent 5 days in Tokyo
(including site visits to Saitama and Ibaraki prefectures),
having many lectures and discussions with politicians,
government officers and private companies. We also had
the a joint conference at GraSPP (Public Policy School of
the University of Tokyo), and one-day group field
research. Throughout the trip, we promoted mutual
understandings and exchanges of individuals and
organizations in Asian countries and Japan from various
perspectives including Japan's political economy, culture,
and history. These opportunities were also beneficial to
build networks between prospective Asian future leaders,
and Japanese politicians, business persons and public
officers. The networks incubated in this study trip will be
an indispensable asset for both Japan and the other Asian
counties in the future.

Participants really enjoyed every content of the trip.
Although our itinerary was quite intense and hectic
because we packed lots of events in only g days, they
found this trip is really fruitful to discover Japan and its
allures. Even the organising committee members — who
are mostly Japanese — were surprised to hear and see how
much participants indulged in exploring Japan, in addition
to studying public policy implementation and
administration system of Japan.

Overall, Japan Study Trip 2016 was very successful and
will continue to be a memorable experience not only for
participants but also for Japanese people who joined our
sessions.

Our highest Gratitude to JCCI Singapore and its
members

We all really appreciate JCCI Singapore for giving us fund
support to Japan Study Trip 2016. We could not achieve
our project without your huge contribution. Thank you
very much and we wish JCCI Singapore many more
successful years. We all pledge here that we fully utilise
this precious experience and contribute to developments
of Japan, Asia and the world.

a) Photo on the first page: visit to Kasuga Gakuen

b) First photo on this page: Policy Conference at University of Tokyo

¢) Second photo on this page: Kimono experience in Kyoto
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Among all the courses that you have taken
at the university in Japan, which is/are
your favourite course(s) and why do you
like it/them?

My favourite course that | have taken in Waseda is
Environmental Politics. Every week we take a lecture
conducted by my professor and a webcam lecture
conducted by professors around the world. The breadth
and depth of the topics introduced in class exposed me to
a wide range of environmental issues. My favourite issue
is Pacific Bluefin Tuna Fishing and how businesses need to
work with governments to protect endangered tuna
stocks.

In what ways has this scholarship program
helped to better your understanding about

Japan, its culture and people?

At first, | thought that Tokyo was a cosmopolitan city and
everyone would speak English. (Laughs) But this was not
the case and | had to brush up my Japanese. In November,
| took part in a Speech Contest where | had to write and
edit a Japanese speech with a group of Japanese students
from Waseda International Club. The contest was a good
experience for me to learn about the Japanese group
culture and team work spirit.

With this scholarship experience in Japan,
how you would want to bridge yourself
hetween Singapore & Japan in future?

When | return to Singapore, | plan to take part in more
activities and get to know more Japanese students
studying in NUS! | am also learning more about various
migration issues in an advanced seminar that | am taking
in Waseda with the Year 3 and Year 4 local students. | am
also volunteering at a local NPO and helping out to
connect migrant children with the local Japanese
community. | would like to learn about various migration
issues that both Singapore and Japan are facing as
developed nations and see how both countries can learn
from each other.

With this scholarship program coming
to an end in July, what do you think that
you would miss most ahout Japan upon
returning to Singapore?

The thing that | would miss most about Japan is a sense of
order. | learnt that there are some unwritten norms or
written rules that some would consider "mendokusai" to
follow. But these norms are followed so as to be
considerate towards people who are living in the same
environment. For example, when | was trying to be the
first in line at one of the most remote side gates of the
school for course registration, the guard actually turned
up exactly at the stated time. In Singapore, the more
remote gates would probably not be opened at the exact
stated time. The reliability of services is something that |
would miss upon returning to Singapore.

i

Photos above: Working with WIC (Waseda International Club) for
Speech Contest
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Among all the courses that you have taken
at the university in Japan, which is/are
your favourite course(s) and why do you
like it/them?

Being able to study at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
has been a wonderful opportunity for me and | have
certainly learnt a lot from all of my courses here. Amongst
them, one of my favourite classes would definitely have
to be my Japanese class. Personally, | have always felt
that learning a language is very important to
understanding the culture behind it, which was one of my
main objectives for coming to Japan — to understand
more about the Japanese culture. Through improving my
Japanese language ability, | found that | was not only able
to communicate with Japanese people better, but also
understand things better from their perspectives.

In what ways has this scholarship program
helped to better your understanding about

Japan, its culture and people?

I am immensely thankful for the opportunity granted by
the JCCl scholarship to be able to study and live in Beppu.
Being in a fairly small town and having to step out of my
comfort zone by communicating in Japanese daily has
helped a lot in understanding things from the Japanese
community's perspectives. Moreover, with this
scholarship programme, | was encouraged to set
objectives for myself and to reflect on my experiences in
Japan. Through this, | was able to fully internalise and
consolidate all that | have learnt in my stay here.

With this scholarship experience in Japan,
how you would want to bridge yourself
between Singapore & Japan in future?

I am looking forward to leverage on my experiences in
Japan to contribute to bilateral relations between
Singapore and Japan. In the short term, | would love to
share more about the Japanese culture, society, and other
things that | have learnt to promote Japan to youths in
Singapore. In the long run, as a finance student, | will
actively seek to bridge both countries’ economies either
by helping Japanese start-ups in Singapore or vice versa.
Furthermore, | will also look for opportunities where | can

assist Japanese companies with strengthening their
market presence.
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With this scholarship program coming

to an end in July, what do you think that

you would miss most ahout Japan upon

returning to Singapore?
It feels like only yesterday that | just arrived in Japan but,
indeed, in three months’ time, | will be leaving Japan with
a heavy heart. During my stay here, there have been
many things that | have come to learn and love about
Japanese culture. In particular, | will miss the new friends
that | made, the delicious food, and the four seasons. But
above all, the one thing | will miss most is how welcome |
felt in Japan and the warmth of the Japanese people that
greeted me everyday. For me, this speaks volumes about
the kindness of Japanese people and will always remain
etched in my memory.
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Seeds

My first connections with Japan during my growing up
years was one that was heavily influenced by Japanese
pop culture in the gos where everyone around me was
reading mangas such as Dragonball and Slamdunk, and
watching Japanese dramas. | had the additional influence
from my elder brother of J-Rock bands and we spent time
recording songs from bands like X-Japan, Glay, and Luna
Sea into our now unused Mini-discmans. | remember in
those days under the influence of Japanese dramas, | once
had a dream of entering Tokyo University after high
school and live in a shared apartment with a few friends
having the view of Tokyo Tower, which when | look back
at the opportunity given to me to study in Waseda
University for a year, it was a dream come true.

Due to this influence, | chose to study Japanese as a 3rd
language when | was given the chance to in secondary
school at a government run language center. It was a rare
opportunity and a significant time commitment as | had
to travel twice a week after school to the language center,
which was an hour away from school, on top of basketball
training (yes you guessed it, influence from Slamdunk!)
that can go up to 3 times a week during competition
season. Many who took Japanese and whose school is
some distance from the language center dropped out
halfway due to the heavy time commitment but somehow
| continued for the entire 4 years, partly thanks to my
mum who chauffeured me between school and the
language center, and partly thanks to a friend who stuck
on to it with me. Interestingly, this close friend of mine
also got married to a Japanese wife. | did not feel that it
was tough for the 4 years, and was not anchored by a
particular hobby that is connected to Japanese culture. |
simply felt an interest for the language and culture.

When | was 15 years old, through the language center, |
spent 2 weeks staying in a Japanese host family in
Singapore and followed my host who was a 14 year old
Japanese boy to classes in the Japanese School in
Singapore. Through those 2 weeks | learnt of many small
little things in a Japanese family and school. I still
remember the fascination | had when there was always a
flask of chilled tea in the fridge of the Japanese family
that they make the boy bring to school in a vacuum flask,
of which | only got to know that it was wheat tea
(“mugicha”) when | started living in Japan. For the first
time in my life, | also got to appreciate the rule that
Japanese schools have to separate indoor and outdoor
sports shoes worn, and that immediately connected with
the scenes | read from Slamdunk where basketball players
ritualistically mop their indoor gym floors with large
rectangular mops. | have since lost contact with my host
family and that has been one of the lingering feelings of
regret | have always had.

| once had a dream.... which
when [ look back at the
opportunity given to me to study
in Waseda University for a year,
it was a dream come true.

When | was 13, | travelled to Japan for the first time with
my elder brother who was 17 and a close friend who was
15 at that time. 3 boys came to Tokyo with no adult
supervision and we had so much fun. Its difficult to
describe but even the unique smell of plastic that Japan
uses for the pre-made bath and toilet units when we first
landed at Narita Airport felt so different from what we
had in Singapore. We would do the usual tourist spots
along the Yamanote Line in the day and at night would
run to the nearest convenience store near our hostel in
Shin Okubo because they had manga that wasn'’t sealed
and so we could browse for free for hours!

A forgotten dream rekindled

The dream remained a dream and | forgot about Japan as
| continued my education the typical Singaporean way
from Junior College to a local university. Basketball took



up a lot of my time in Junior College and so | did not
continue Japanese classes then. During the time in
Singapore Management University, when | was
considering where to go for one semester as part of the
exchange program, | was tied between Japan and Europe.
Japan because | have always wanted to experience living
in Japan for a while, but Europe proved to be too
attractive a destination because of the travelling
opportunities to many countries within a single region. In
the end | went to Copenhagen for 6 months and travelled
to many destinations in Europe but Japan was always at
the back of my mind and there was a slight lingering
feeling that | missed out on Japan.

In the final year of university, it was job hunting season
and everyone was trying hard to land an offer before
graduation. There was a job offer that | was quite
interested in, of which | failed the final round of interview
and | was very disappointed and it was a little of a low
point. At around the same time, | saw an email asking for
applicants for a one year fully paid scholarship to study in
Japan sponsored by the Japanese Chambers of Commerce
and Industry in Singapore (JCCI). | knew the chances of
getting it was much smaller than other job offers as
typically only 1 student gets chosen each year out of quite
a number of applicants. However | knew this was
something | wanted. Despite this equating to a delay in
the start of my career, plus guys are already 2 years later
than their lady counterparts due to national service, in the
greater scheme of things, starting a year late in exchange
for an entirely difference experience of living in Japan for
a year was a no brainer for me. And so | prepared hard for
the interview. By then, its been 10 years since | stopped
Japanese classes so | probably forgot half of what | learnt,
but | got a Japanese friend to write a simple 2 to 3 minute
speech in formal language (“keigo”) and | must have
memorized and practiced it over 200 times. On the actual
day of the interview, | was still trembling from the fear
that | would forget my speech but eventually | knew it
went well when | was offered the scholarship. It was an
indescribable feeling. For a moment, | felt like | was the
“chosen one” out of the many applicants and this event
proved to have changed my life.

...off | went to experience my
new life in Tokyo. | was excited
and looked forward to the new
experiences but yet there was a
certain sense of familiarity...

New yet familiar experience

And off | went to experience my new life in Tokyo. | was
excited and looked forward to the new experiences but
yet there was a certain sense of familiarity in the sights,
sounds of the trains, smell of gyudon in Yoshinoya etc. |
was living in Shin Urayasu in the Japan Airlines dormitory
and the area was a 1.5 hour commute to school at Waseda
University. The first week was very simple as it was before
school started and | was getting to know the area. | even
borrowed a bicycle from the dormitory and cycled to
Disneyland which was a train stop away! There was a
canteen in the dorm that offered cheap food, and by then
after experiencing Europe on a shoestring, | was well
accustomed to the ways a poor student could save
money. Very soon | got a bicycle from a recycling
workshop for 5,500 yen and that allowed me to cycle
everyday for 20 minutes to a further station but which
reduced my overall commute by half. At school, | was the
old bird, since most of my classmates were
undergraduates. | was a 25 year old ‘uncle’ mixing around
19 and 20 year olds. Perhaps due to my age or the
upbringing through the Singaporean education system or
the pedagogy of SMU, | felt the modules were generally
light and since classes and papers were in English, | felt |
had an inherent advantage over most students. It was
almost like you will never fail a module as long as you
write decent English.

Snowboarding trip with school mates in Waseda

Part time job that changed my life

Towards the middle of my year in Waseda, | chanced upon
a part time job working for an apparel company selling
clothes in Ginza. | immediately took it up as | thought my
experience in Tokyo would not be complete without
working part time somewhere. Besides, it provided beer
money. At the part time work place, | met a girl and the
rest is history.



| knew she was the one and | promised her that | would
stay in Japan. The problem was by that time | had 2
months left on my student visa and do not have a job to
stay onin Japan!
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Japanese costumes at the wedding march-in in Singapore which was

interesting for the invitees

Back against the wall

My time in the dormitory was up and | had to leave but
haven't found a job. | had to temporarily stay at a friend’s
place for a month while the friend was out of Tokyo while
| went for interviews. It was difficult to get a job as by then
the hiring cycle for new graduates for most big Japanese
companies was over, plus the fact that my level of
Japanese was not great. There was also the issue of a job
visa and it was a little bit of a chicken and egg. One of the
companies | interviewed for asked if | had a working visa.
When | went to the immigration office to apply for the
working visa, they asked if | had a company who was
going to sponsor the visa. | went back to the company
and was told as a ‘company policy’, they do not sponsor
visas for fresh graduate hires. What | learnt during this
process though was when you had your back against the
wall and you want something bad enough, you will make
it happen. Eventually | did get a job offer from a company
who was willing to sponsor the working visa and | realized
| pulled off quite a feat in a country whose immigration
policy on foreign workers was so limited. | always like to
illustrate this point by saying there are roughly the same
number of foreigners in Singapore with a population of
5.5 million and Japan with a population of 120 million.

And... | have not looked back
since.... My year in Waseda
changed my life.

Today

And--- | have not looked back since. Today | have been in
Japan for 7 years working for 6 years for 2 companies. |
am happily married to a lovely Japanese wife. My year in
Waseda changed my life. My connection to Japan at an
early age changed my life. | feel a unique dual identity as
a Singaporean and as someone who has a deep
connection with Japan. My children will be half Japanese.
I have relatives on my wife’s side in Fukushima and | have
the privilege of sitting down with them listening to the
stories about their lives after the major earthquake and
nuclear aftermath. | do the ‘Japanese way’ of visiting my
wife’s family during new year, eat traditional new year
food like “osechiryori”, head to the temple for
“Hatsumoude” on the first day of the new year and ring
the bell. If and when we move to Singapore, my children
will visit their grandparents during summer or winter and
enjoy the seasonality in Japan that Singapore lacks,
cherry blossoms in Spring, skiing in winter etc. And while |
couldn’t say that the year in Japan had a deep and
profound influence on the career path | chose, the year in
Japan changed my life.

The author is Lim Kian Fong and he was awarded the JCCI
scholarship for a 1 year program to Waseda University in
2009. He graduated from Singapore Management
University in the same year and started his career in Tokyo
in 2010 after completing the 1 year program, and is
currently working in PAG Investment Management
specializing in real estate investments.
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