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Can ah? Can you? or Can't you?

Can bo? Can or not? or Can or cannot?

Can, can. Confirmed.

Can hah?  Are you sure?

Can hor.  You are sure, then..

Can lah?  Yes, I can. or Yes, you can.

Can leh.  Yes, I think so. or Yes, I think I can.
Can liao. Already can. or Already done.
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Can loh!  Yes, of course.

Can meh?  Are you certain?
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The Philharmonic Winds - Sounds Of Japan

EEkEE 20
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[2015EEE] »513. 120G LE22DFENDEFERE
PREVEL, ZOFH 5, SEIE The Philharmonic Winds
ICOVWTTEBNALET,

Sounds of Japan

The Philharmonic Winds, Singapore's premier wind
orchestra, will be presenting "Sounds Of Japan 3", a very
special concert to mark 5o years of diplomatic relations
between Singapore and Japan. The concert will be held on
23 December 2016 at the Esplanade Concert Hall and
features music composed by Japanese composers and, at
the same time, explores Japanese music culture across
various genres.

Philharmonic Winds has invited prominent Japanese
maestro Yasuhide Ito, who is also an award-winning
composer, to lead the 5o-strong wind orchestra for this
concert. Maestro Ito has conducted many wind orchestras
around the world, including the famous Tokyo Kosei Wind
Orchestra.

Maestro Ito is a professor at Senzoku Gakuen College of
Music and has earned international acclaim for his
compositional endeavors. His more than 1000 works
include more than go pieces for wind band or wind
orchestra. Born in Hamamatsu, Shizuoka Prefecture,
Japan in 1960, his musical career began with childhood
piano lessons and later compositional studies while in
high school. He graduated from the Tokyo University of
Fine Arts and Music with a bachelor of music degree in
composition.

Maestro Ito's musical talent has been recognized through
awards at the Shizuoka Music Competition (piano, first
prize, 1980), Japan Music Competition (composition, third
prize, 1982), the Competition for Saxophone Music (1987)
and the Bandmasters Academic Society of Japan (the
Academy Prize, 1994; Research Branch Prize, 2012).

Besides major classics by some of the Japanese wind
orchestra music composers, one of the highlights is
Maestro Ito's very own “Concerto for Tsugaru-Shamisen
and Wind Band", which will feature Mr Nobuto Yamanaka,
who is a Master of Tsugaru-Shamisen Yamada Style. Mr
Yamanaka is famous both as an ensemble player as well
as a soloist, and teaches part time at Senzoku Gakuen



University. He is also a tourism ambassador for Kazo city.

While the first two concerts of Philharmonic Winds'
Sounds of Japan series featured contemporary wind
music, this up-coming concert will also celebrate Japan's
folk songs as well as popular culture.

Many of the pieces in the first half of the concert have
influences or are inspired by folk songs of different
regions in Japan. Whereas in the second half, audiences
will be treated to popular theme songs from anime series
such as Lupin The Third which was based on a popular
manga, Chage and Aska’s “Say Yes” from the Japanese
television drama 101 kaime no Propose, which spenti3
consecutive weeks at the top of the Japanese Oricon
weekly single charts.

There will even be Japanese Enka music and also an
arrangement of "Ue o Muite Aruko " or "Sukiyaki" as it is
known all around the world. The song reached the top of
the Billboard Hot 100 charts in the United States in 1963,
and remains the only Japanese-language and Asian song
ever to have done so.

Japanese maestro and also an award-winning composer - Yasuhide Ito

But perhaps the highlight of the evening will be composer
Joe Hisaishi's music from the anime movies "Porco Rosso"
and "Spirited Away" by the world famous Studio Ghibli.
There are even more surprises lined up so get your tickets
now to Sounds of Japan 3 from SISTIC outlets or online.

About The Philharmonic Winds

The word "Philharmonic" translates to a fondness or
devotion to music, and The Philharmonic Winds truly
embraces that. Formed in 2000, The Philharmonic Winds
has grown to more than 8o dedicated members who have
come together because of their common love for music.
A congregation of skilled musicians from all walks of life —
tertiary students to working professionals, music students
to wind band instructors — The Philharmonic Winds is
proud to be home to a thriving musical community, a
family which includes the Philharmonic Youth Winds, an
ensemble initiated to provide an opportunity for
passionate, young musicians to further their wind music
experience.

The Philharmonic Winds constantly strives to present
fresh and exciting quality music to its audiences and




JCCI singapore Foundation

Conductor Timothy Reynish and Japanese conductor and
composer Yasuhide Ito. It is proud to have received much
recognition on the world stage as one of Singapore’s
premier arts flag-bearers. The ensemble has also received
international accolades and had been invited to headline
a number of festivals, including the Japan Band Clinic’s
4oth Anniversary.

Besides its regular concert seasons at the Esplanade
Concert Hall and overseas performances, The
Philharmonic Winds also regularly presents free
community outreach concerts in the heartlands. It
strongly believes in helping to make society better — for
example, by helping raise funds for The Children’s
Charities Association of Singapore and performing for the
Yellow Ribbon Prison Run.

The Philharmonic Winds would like to express its thanks
to JCCI Foundation for the strong support to the wind
orchestra over the last few years, and for making Sounds
of Japan a reality.

Master of Tsugaru-Shamisen Yamada Style - Nobuto Yamanaka

aspires to achieve professionalism in all aspects of music-
making, with the aim of becoming one of the finest wind
orchestras in the region. Led by Music Director Leonard
Tan, the ensemble has performed a collection of landmark
works from the wind band repertoire, and led the way for
local wind orchestras in presenting the best and the most
exciting wind music to Singaporean audiences. An avid
supporter of local music, the orchestra has also staged
numerous concerts dedicated to works by Singaporean
and Singapore-based composers, and commissioned new
compositions which are premiered at its “Singapore
Compose!” concerts. Beyond the wind music scene, The
Philharmonic Winds has collaborated with many local
talents from other musical and arts genres.

The Philharmonic Winds is privileged to have collaborated
with world-renowned musicians, including Japanese
saxophonists Shin-ichiro Hikosaka, Yasuo Tanaka and
Masato Kumoi, trombonist Ko-ichiro Yamamoto and taiko
drummer Makoto Tashiro. It has also performed under the
baton of distinguished conductors such as Principal Guest
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