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The foundation on which cultural exchanges between Japan and Singapore
can be built further -- A Singaporean’s perspective
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The foundation on which cultural exchanges
between Japan and Singapore can be built further
-- A Singaporean’s perspective

The Japanese Cultural Society, Singapore (¥ AHR—IVBAENIEHR)

Vice-President

TAN Jong Lek

The Two Incidents

As far as cultural exchanges between Japan and
Singapore are concerned, two incidents have
recently caught my attention. The first was in
September when Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
addressed an audience in a seminar organized by
Nikkei International Conference in Tokyo. In this
seminar, which revolved around the future of Asia,
(fRHE &) surfaced

in his speech. This, I feel, serves as a timely

the term “Fukuda Doctrine”

reminder to the audience after quite a long interval.

The second incident occurred at the 50th
anniversary celebration of the Singapore Japanese
School (¥ ¥ 7R =)V HAENFR A FERL &),
which was held at the Changi campus on 29th
September. Students from all three campuses,
namely the Primary School (Changi) , Primary
School (Clementi) and Secondary School, gathered
in the hall and sang “Majulah Singapura” with great
enthusiasm and accuracy.

What do these two incidents have in common,

and what do they imply?

The Fukuda Doctrine - forty years ago

The “Fukuda Doctrine”, proclaimed by the then
Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda of Japan in year

1977, was a diplomatic move in the late seventies
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which committed Japan to peace and cooperation
as an equal partner of the ASEAN group and its
member states - this was to gain the confidence of
the ASEAN countries. Why 1is this significant to
cultural exchanges between Japan and Singapore?

There are two aspects relevant to the issue here.
Firstly, in the doctrine, Japan pledged to forgo
becoming a military giant again, and to build a
relationship with each ASEAN country (there
were only five countries at that time, namely
Indonesia, The Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand and
Singapore) on an equal and one-to-one basis. This
eased the worry and ill-feeling on the part of the
ASEAN states, which had suffered under the
Japanese Occupation barely thirty years before.
This was especially so for Singapore, which was a
tiny dot striving to build a nation from scratch. To
Singapore this “one-to-one fair partner concept”,
though seemingly unbelievable, did serve as a
reassurance.

Singapore was determined to provide an
economically viable environment for investors,
emphasising the need for stability, convenience and
freedom from corruption.

On the Japanese side, in the subsequent period of
almost forty years, Japan has proven to be a
consistent and reliable partner; not only has it
provided monetary aid to projects undertaken in
ASEAN, it has also helped ASEAN to nurture and
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The foundation on which cultural exchanges between Japan and Singapore can be built further - A Singaporean’s perspective - A Singaporean’s perspective

train human capital, as well as invest in ASEAN
states to create employment. Because of Japan's
consistent fulfilment of its obligations, ASEAN
(including Singapore) has gained much in the
course of its economic development.

We therefore see the post-war Japan as a truly
different Japan. Trust and confidence has deepened
over the course of time.

The second aspect as to why the “Fukuda
Doctrine” is significant here is because the doctrine
also stated that Japan, besides seeking to promote
a political and economic relationship with ASEAN
countries on an official level, would also seek to
strengthen mutual cultural understanding based on
people-to-people exchanges. This was subsequently
nicknamed the “heart-to-heart” exchange (& (@
SNHV) .

From here, a softer cultural aspect began to

grow roots. Today, we can see that it has

Of course, it also needs to be noted that the
pragmatic and forward-looking policies Singapore
has adopted with regard to its relationship with
Japan have also played an important role in
achieving the warm relations we enjoy today. It

takes two hands to clap.

The Japanese School - today

During the Japanese School's 50th anniversary,
the gusto with which the students sang Majulah
Singapura was seen as a show of respect by the
Japanese community living in Singapore. The
leaders of the school humbly explained that in the
Japanese school, students were thought to be
thankful to the country which had provided them
with a high standard of safety, security,
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convenience and healthcare.

As the first and (at the moment) only
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Singaporean member on the management board of Q
the Japanese School, I cannot agree more with
what the leaders of the Japanese School had said. I
was humbled to be given this eye-opening
opportunity to observe the way classes were
conducted, the discipline with which the students
behaved during school-opening and graduating
ceremonies and the superb organisation with which
the Sports Days were conducted. All this was in
addition to the singing of Majulah Singapura.

It is interesting to note that the contents of the
Fukuda Doctrine - proclaimed almost forty years
ago — has borne fruit and culminated, directly and
indirectly, in what we can observe in the Japanese
School today. To draw a more direct parallel, the
Fukuda Doctrine and the actions of the members
of the Japanese School are both a show of respect.

This heart-to-heart exchange, as well as a mutual
respect and friendship, are the soil from which a
genuine cultural exchange can draw on and

blossom.

The barriers in the earlier years

In the early years after the Japanese occupation,
national sentiment towards the Japanese could not
be more different from what we see today.
Suffering caused by the war and occupation
resulted in understandably negative feelings and a
high level of animosity amongst the Singaporean
population.

Today, however, Japan and Singapore have an
excellent relationship on a national level. We have
warm diplomatic relations, vibrant mutual trade
and investment, and high levels of tourism from
both sides.

We have overcome a huge barrier. This could

2 SA SA SESESEISA SESESESESESISISESISISESE SIS SIS o g g gL

not have been achieved without the aforementioned
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gesture of genuine and mutual respect.
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JCS - the pioneer in promoting cultural exchanges

Scars need time to fade. Less than twenty years
after the occupation, in year 1964, a group of
Singaporeans with a sense of mission and a great
deal of foresight established a non-profit
organisation for the purpose of introducing the
positive side of Japanese culture to their fellow
Singaporeans. This organisation is The Japanese
Cultural Society, Singapore (JCS) . This period
was a turbulent one; in addition to the negative
post-war sentiment, the impending departure of
Singapore from Malaysia made the situation
extremely chaotic.

Credit must be given to one of JCS' core
members, the late Mr Loke Hong Wai, who
managed to gather a dedicated team of
Singaporeans with shared common aspirations. He,
along with his team, had to overcome many
challenges along the way to successfully promote
goodwill through cultural exchanges.

It was concluded that for their endeavours to
bear fruit, one of the paths they could take was to
provide the means for Singaporeans to learn the
language.

JCS quickly established a language school known
as “JCS Japanese Language School” and started

YV oY Y VY Y =V Y VY =Y =V ah =B AN NN NS NENE NN NN

teaching the Japanese language to interested
Singaporeans. Today, the school has produced
35,000 graduates over 52 years. These graduates of
JCS have been active in various sectors such as
business, tourism, culture etc.

JCS has also been entrusted by the semi-
government-run Japan Foundation (FEIFESASHi3E4) |
and supported by the Embassy of Japan, to conduct
the annual Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT, HAGERE VM2 E%) . Nowadays, we see
around 3500 to 4000 candidates who sit for this test
every year. Please refer to the table showing the

number of JLPT candidates over the years.

Almost 400 members of JCS currently take part
in its various club activities including the Japanese
Drum (Wadaiko F1K¥%) , Japanese Dance, Kimono
Club, Chorus, Karaoke, and Japanese arts.

From time to time, JCS organizes seminars on
topics related to Japan known as the “Knowing
Japan series”. This is not exclusively for members;
the public can also attend these seminars. The
recent series on Japanese mannerisms and
etiquette have proven to be very popular.

From this, it can be seen that students of the
JCS Japanese Language School do not only learn

grammar, Kanji (# 5°) , conversation etc. in the
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The foundation on which cultural exchanges between Japan and Singapore can be built further - A Singaporean’s perspective - A Singaporean’s perspective

classrooms, but also have opportunities to join
various cultural clubs and the seminars in order to
deepen their understanding of the Japanese culture.

JCS' founding member, the late Mr Loke Hong
Wai, was presented with an award of “Third
Honour of the Order of Sacred Treasure (B)—%
B #) " by His Excellency Emperor Hirohito on
the Emperor’s 82nd birthday. This award was
given for his unflagging zeal in helping to promote
cultural ties with Japan. He received the honorary
award from Mr. Shintaro Abe, the then Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Japan at the Shangri-La Hotel on
5 May 1983.

JCS is also proud to be awarded the “Foreign
Minister's Commendation (#}#KEE#) ” in July
1999 by the Japanese Government in recognition of
its contributions towards promoting good relations

between Japan and Singapore.

Several issues on cultural exchanges for future

Given its short history, Singapore has admittedly
been on the passive side as far as cultural
exchanges between the two countries are
concerned. During Singapore’s Initial years of
nation building, the primary focus was on economic
development and ways to raise the standard of
living. It was only around the nineties when we
saw that while the ‘hardware’ of nation building
was more or less in place, it was time to look
deeper into the ‘software’ aspects. There was
increased effort to build and upgrade museums,
galleries, orchestras and concert halls, among other
things. Today, Singapore has made significant
progress in raising the population’s level of
appreciation for the arts.

Japan, on the other hand, has a long history and
a rich culture. Apart from its pop culture, which

includes Karaoke from the eighties, and anime and
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manga today, it also has a beautiful traditional and
classical culture. In fact, besides being an economic
glant today, Japan is more than capable of
becoming a world leader in terms of culture (3Zfb
KEl) in the future.

Aspects of classical and traditional culture which
Japan has to offer include tea ceremony (Z%i) |
flower arrangement ({f£i&) , Judo (Zzi&) , Kendo
(f:&) , Kabuki (##{%) , Noh (f&#l) , Matsuri
festivals (451 ) , Omotenashi (mannerisms and
etiquette) (33dT7% L) and of course, Japanese food
(F1£r) .

As a matter of fact, the pop culture of Japan,
namely anime and manga, are far more accepted
then the classical and traditional culture among the
youth in Singapore. This also holds true for other
parts of the world today. Nevertheless, things have
to move in steps. Japanese pop culture can be the
springboard, or “gate of entry” (AF1) , from which
people gain exposure to the beauty of classical and
traditional Japanese culture.

Food forms one aspect of culture. In the case of
Japanese food, Singapore has one of the greatest
densities of Japanese restaurants outside Japan.
Singaporeans like good food and therefore accept
Japanese food very readily. This is also partly

because Singapore has a diverse culture.

What does Singapore have to offer?

One distinct feature of Singapore is the
harmonious co-existence of multiple ethnicities and
cultures in its society. The concepts of diversity
and inclusiveness have been woven tightly into the
fabric of Singaporean society.

In contrast, Japan is a homogenous nation.
However, in an increasingly interdependent world,
the Japanese people will need to connect and

interact with others from around the globe both

<5

¢

D
>
D
D
D
D
D
D
%
0
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
%
p
%
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
5
7




within and outside of Japan. Grooming talented
individuals who understand and embrace cultural
diversity will be an added advantage for Japan to
further reach out to the world. Singapore as a
thriving multicultural society can perhaps serve as

a reference for Japan.

Conclusion

The political will and foresight on the part of
Japan and Singapore’s leaders have enabled, in the
early years, the two countries to adopt progressive
policies. This has resulted in a great deal of
economic collaboration, and Singapore has benefited
tremendously in terms of economic development.

With stable political leadership, Singapore has
been able to develop its economy and continue with
its business-friendly policies. The sound and
pragmatic approach the Singapore Government has
taken has made this country a safe, secure and
convenient place for foreign investors, including
those from Japan.

The increase in the Japanese population in
Singapore demonstrates a certain level of
confidence in this country. Furthermore, the
Japanese community has displayed shows of
respect towards Singapore, and these gestures
have been greatly appreciated. On the other hand,
many Singaporean are admirers of Japanese
culture. This constitutes a perfect foundation for
cultural exchanges to take place and develop
further.

While Japanese pop culture and traditional
culture draw many admirers and help raise the
level of appreciation here, Singapore in turn could
offer up its principles of diversity and inclusiveness,
which are helpful in relating to the rest of an

increasingly interconnected world.
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ASEAN countries: the same yet different

Totalland | Total populoSion |  Populason Annual | GDP of cument GODP per capia
orea (2013) densty population uss (2013)
Counkies 14) (2013) growih (2013) (2013)
Km2 Thosands | Persons /Km2 | % | usgmiion uss | usspep |
Brunel 5270 4178 | 79 13 16,111,1 33,5433 71,774.6
| Cambodia 17650 | 151352 I 84 l 18 | 15238.7 10063 3,041.1 |
| wndonesia 1,811,570 249 B45.4 138 12 8483457 34753 9.561.1
Lao POR 230,800 67697 | » ] 18 [ n24s 1,660.7 82 |
Mataysia 328,550 2717 50 1.6 313,159.] 10,5381 23,308
Myanmar 453,290 5325 | ) [ 05 | ssm0 1,044.5 S|
Philippines 298,170 98,3936 30 1.7 27204864 2.745.) 65359 |
singapore 200 2 e | e | zrea | ssiees | 787634 |
Tholand 510,690 47.010.5 131 0.3 387,252.2 5,779 143935
" Vienam oo | emey | 2@ | 10 | nww | isios | szas |
ASEAN 4525830 8156765 142 132 2.409,547.2 39137 :

As of April 2015
Soeurco; World Bank
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Different levels of development of CSR

Membership of the ACN and the UNGC business signatories

Countries Member of the Numberof UNGC = Numberof UNGC UNGC network?
ACN? business signatories signatories
| Brunei Darussalam No | 0 1 | No
Cambeodia No 3 4 No
: Indonesia Yes ' 47 122 - Yes
_ Lao PDR No& _ 0 1 No
Malaysia Yes 32 47 Yes
‘Myanmar Yes 308 317 Yes
Philippines Yes 13 56 Yes
. Singapore Yes 49 64 Yes « Asof Oct 2016
Thailand Yes 59 68 Yes | * Source: UNGC
Vietnam Yes 25 76 Yes
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1 ASEAN: Overview http://asean.org/asean/about-asean/
overview/

2 ASEAN Up:7 insights and perspectives about ASEAN http://
aseanup.com/7-insights-perspectives-asean/

3 Trafficking in Persons as a Human Rights Issue. http://www.
oecd.org/dac/gender-development/44896390.pdf

4 Joseph Wah (2015), “Is ASEAN closer to legal protection of
the rights of migrant workers”, http://aseanpeople.org/is-
asean-closer-to-legal-protection-of-the-rights-of-migrant-
workers/

5 Vanitha Nadaraj (2015), “Migrant workers in ASEAN: the
hidden and neglected workforce”, http://www.
establishmentpost.com/migrant-workers-asean-hidden-
neglected-workforce/

6 World Bank (2015), Migration and Development Brief, http://
siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPROSPECTS/
Resources/334934-1288990760745/
MigrationandDevelopmentBrief24.pdf

7 Further, Burmese law does not confer a special status on
indigenous people, holding all ethnic groups (at least in title)
as equals. See Business and Human Rights in South East Asia,
Pg 45

8 Resentment of China Spreading in Myanmar. Thomas Fuller,
May 19 2014. http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/20/world/
asia/anti-china-resentment- flair-over-myanmar-mine.html

9 CSR and UNGPs on business and human rights Pg 27

10 Philippine Statistics Authority: National Statistics Office “The
Number of Working Children 5 to 17 years Old is estimated
at 5.5 million (Preliminary Results of the 2011 Survey on
Children) (18 July 2012) http://www.censue.gov.ph/content/
number-working-children-5-17-years-old-estimated -55-million-
preliminary-results-2011-survey,accessed 8 March 2014.

11 US Supreme Court rules gay marriage is legal nationwide, 27
June 2015. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-
canada-33290341

12 LGBT Rights, American Civil Liberties Union http://www.
aclu.org/issues/lgbt-rights#current

13 http://www.thanhniennews.com/politics/vietnam-recongizes-
transgender-rights-in-breakthrough-vote-54168 html

14 National Environment Agency: Factsheet on TransBoundary
Haze Pollution http://www.nea.gov.sg/docs/default-source/
corporate/COS-2014/transhoundary-haze-pollution.pdf

15 “Whiter Corporate Social Responsibility & the UN Guiding
Principles on Business & Human Rights”, Thomas Thomas
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Japanese University Graduates Association of
Singapore (JUGAS)
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Celebrating Singapore-JapanTies

On 24th September this year, 120 children - 60 from the
Marine Parade constituency and 6o from the Japanese
School of Singapore were treated to a day of fun,
excitement and laughter at the Moshi Moshi, Hello!
Singapore-Japan Exchange 2016 festival that took place in
the Marine Parade Community Club.

Held in conjunction with the soth anniversary of
diplomatic relations between Singapore and Japan (SJ50)
this year, the event was co-organised by the Japanese
University Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS)
and the Marine Parade Integration and Naturalisation
Champions (INC), through the generous sponsorship of
the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Singapore (JCCI).
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The event was graced by Emeritus Senior Minister Goh
Chok Tong, who looks after the Marine Parade
constituency, and Mr Naohiro Tsutsumi, Deputy Chief of
Mission, Embassy of Japan in Singapore. Its main
objective was to promote intercultural exchange and
mutual understanding between children from the local
and Japanese communities through games, sports,
cultural activities and performances.

Meeting new friends through sports and games

Singaporean children tried out traditional Japanese toys,
such as Japanese five stones and kendama - a handle
connected to a ball via a string. Some tried on yukata, a
Japanese traditional clothing worn in summer, while
others enjoyed snacks like maki rolls.

Their Japanese counterparts had a fabulous time too.
Commenting on his experience at the event, a Japanese
student said, “We were very excited because we don't
usually meet Singaporean children and play with them. |
learnt how to make a ketupat (Malay dumpling) and | can
teach Singaporeans about taiko (Japanese drum).”

n Singapore



While the children took part in the activities, friendships
were budding as well. By the end of the day, a
Singaporean student told local reporters that she had
"made a new Japanese friend and it's really fun."

Mr Yee Jenn En, President of JUGAS, said the event
helped the children mingle and discover friendships
beyond their own communities. "Although we are from
different countries with different cultures, games and
sports are a great way to unify people, through which
they can naturally become friends."

Introduced Japanese culture to less privileged Singaporean
children

It is worth mentioning that many Singaporean children at
the event are from less privileged families, who may not
have resources to travel abroad and visit Japan. The event
thus offered them a glimpse of Japan and may heighten
their interest in the Japanese culture.

For JUGAS, an alumni association with a rich heritage of
46 years, the event provided a great opportunity for it to
expand its reach in the community. At least 3 national
media outlets, including the English daily broadsheet
newspaper, The Straits Times, and the Mediacorp Channel
8 Chinese TV primetime news covered the event, making
it one of the most publicized JUGAS events in recent
memory.

Preparation for the event started as early as January this
year, when JUGAS formed a joint organizing committee
with the Marine Parade Community Club. More than 20
JUGAS members volunteered their time and expertise
throughout the eight months leading up to the event. It
wasn't all smooth sailing as they faced several challenges.

For instance, the academic calendars of local schools and
Japanese schools differ vastly, which made it difficult for
the organizing committee to pick a good date of the year
to hold the event at first. Fortunately, in the true spirit of
understanding and cooperation, the various stakeholders
reached a consensus and managed to schedule the event
in September.

Supported 1300 students’ Japanese learning journey

The success of Moshi Moshi, Hello! Singapore-Japan
Exchange 2016 could also be attributed to JUGAS’ long
tradition of holding other cultural events for children and

students. One such event is called Nihongo de Asobou,
which means “let’s play in the Japanese language”. As its
name would suggest, the event offers participants plenty
of fun packed games using the Japanese language.

For the past 16 years, JUGAS has been organizing this
flagship event through support from the Embassy of
Japan, Japanese Association Singapore (JAS), Japanese
School of Singapore, Ministry of Education Language
Centre (MOELC) and Japanese Language Teachers’
Association of Singapore, thereby supporting the
Japanese learning journey of at least 1300 local students
over nearly two decades.

For the past few years, the event has been held annually
in the spacious MOELC campus in Bishan. The event
mainly targets Japanese learners between 13 and 21 years
old but tertiary students and working adults are
welcomed to participate. Students up to Junior College or
Polytechnic level can participate for free. Participants
need not worry about their Japanese proficiency level
when they sign up. As long as they have a basic grasp of
the language and have attained JLPT Level 4 or 5, they
should be able to play any of the games.

Individual participants will be assigned to teams and
these teams will compete with one another at game
stations, in order to win attractive prizes, which are
awarded to the top 3 scoring teams. After playing in this
thrilling and challenging event for 2 hours, participants
will gain not only more knowledge about the Japanese
language and culture, but also several new friends.

A team of dedicated volunteers

This year’s Nihongo de Asobou was held on 22nd October
and it attracted almost 100 registered participants.
Recognized as an official SJ5o anniversary project, the
event was sponsored by JCCl and graced by H.E. Mr Keniji
Shinoda, Ambassador of Japan to Singapore, Mrs
Shinoda and Ms Noreen Au, Principal of MOELC Bishan
Campus.

New games introduced this year include “Tsunagete GO
Bingo”, a game designed and facilitated by teachers from
MOELC, which allows participants to strategize as they
select boxes on a Bingo board with hidden questions and
gain points for correct answers. Another new game,
“Soroccha-yaayo! The Japanese Renso Game”, designed
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and facilitated by teachers from The Japanese School,
Clementi Campus, encourages participants to think of
Japanese expressions that are related to a certain topic
but different from what other participants come up with,
in order to earn points.

The event would not be made possible without its team
of 24 volunteers, who planned the event over numerous
months and facilitated the smooth running of the games
on the actual day. Besides 14 teachers from the Japanese
schools and MOELC, the remaining 10 volunteers are
JUGAS members, many of whom have dedicated their
time and effort to this event year after year.

Ms Yow Wei Meng, a JUGAS executive committee
member who oversees the event for five consecutive
years said, “Nihongo de Asobou is a very meaningful event
that provides a great platform for Japanese language
learners to apply what they've learnt, acquire new
vocabulary and knowledge about Japanese culture while
having fun. The eager, excited and happy look on the
participants’ faces encourages me to carry on organizing
the event year after year!”

Mr Yee Jenn En said the event helped to ignite local
students’ passion for learning Japanese. “It is heartening
to know that through the years, Nihongo de Asobou has
solidified students’ interests in the Japanese language and
culture. Many former participants continued to learn
Japanese, many of whom eventually went for their further
studies in Japan and return to Singapore as JUGAS
members. Thus, it is not surprising to see some taking
part in the event as volunteers now. We hope JUGAS will
continue to organize these events for many years to
come, and act as a bridge between youths from Singapore
and Japan.”

Supported up to 5 Singaporeans a year to study in Japan

JUGAS was first formed in 1970, after a group of Japanese
university graduates mooted the idea at a coffee shop in
Taman Jurong and subsequently took the idea forward.
Today, JUGAS has grown to become a well respected
alumni association with over 430 members. They include
ordinary members who graduated from any university in
Japan; associate members who either have completed
non-degree courses in Japanese colleges or are currently
studying towards a degree in Japan.

The members’ career profiles are diverse, ranging from
C-suite executives in multinational and local firms, to
senior civil servants, to young graduates and active
retirees. As the key representative organization for these
graduates from Japanese universities, JUGAS' key role is
to provide them with relevant social and cultural
activities, as well as to promote and safeguard their
common interests.

However, JUGAS also places paramount importance in
ensuring a continuous flow of local students enrolling in
the top Japanese universities. In 2010, through the
generous sponsorship of JCCl, JUGAS was able to set up
its education fund, with an aim of sponsoring
Singaporean students to pursue their tertiary education
in Japan.

Since then, the number of scholarship programmes which
JUGAS promotes, supports and distributes has grown to a
total of 3, including the MEXT-ASCOJA Scholarship; the
JUGAS/Nagoya University Scholarship, and the JUGAS/
University of Tokyo Supplementary Scholarship. These
scholarships could support up to 5 Singaporean scholars
yearly. To date, 6 scholars have successfully graduated
from the programmes.

Appreciation for JCCl’s support

JCCI has been a long-time partner of JUGAS, supporting
its key objectives, i.e. improving bilateral culture,
education and business ties between Singapore and
Japan. In the past, JCCl had worked closely with JUGAS to
organize joint talks and public lectures. In 2011, the Great
East Japan Earthquake spurred the two organizations to
co-organize a charity golf tournament to raise funds for
the victims and Japan'’s reconstruction efforts.

This year, the support that JCCI extends to JUGAS has
reaped multiple fruits, in the form of Moshi Moshi, Hello!
Singapore-Japan Exchange 2016, Nihongo de Asobou 2016
and new JUGAS scholarship awardees. Accordingly, the
total number of beneficiaries this year is close to 200.
JUGAS firmly believes that the various forms of support
that JCCI provides, whether to support cultural or
educational initiatives, will go a long way. Thank you JCCI
and may we have many more years of collaborations
ahead.



Moshi Moshi, Hello! Singapore-Japan Exchange 2016 :

Photo on the first page - students from the Japanese School of
Singapore delivered a powerful taiko (Japanese drum) performance at

the Moshi Moshi, Hello! Singapore-Japan Exchange 2016. (photo
courtesy: JUGAS)

Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong (second from the left), GOH
at Moshi Moshi, Hello! Singapore-Japan Exchange 2016, enjoyed a
lovely moment with young participants from the Marine Parade
constituency and Japanese School of Singapore. (photo courtesy:
JUGAS)

Nihongo de Asobou:

JUGAS's flagship cultural event, Nihongo de Asobou, provides a great

platform for Japanese language learners to acquire new vocabulary
while having funThis year’s event attracted almost 100 registered
participants. (photo courtesy: JUGAS)

Nihongo de Asobou is a thrilling and challenging event. Each
participant is assigned to teams and these teams play against one
another at game stations. (photo courtesy: JUGAS)

JUGAS Scholarships:

One of JUGAS' first scholars, Ms Eileen Lee (front row, far left)
graduated from Nagoya University in September this year. Since then,
she has returned to Singapore as a newly-minted JUGAS member.
(photo courtesy: Eileen Lee)
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MR. GOH YONG QIN

Study at Musashino Art University = Life-changing experience
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Graduation Day, 19th March 2009
From left: Former President of Singaaso Mr. Yamada, myself, mum,
dad and Ochi-san from Singaaso.

| thank JCCI for the opportunity to contribute this short
article. Seven years after the scholarship, this has given
me the opportunity to recollect on the wonderful people
from JCCI, Singaaso and MAU, and also many important
events that made my study at Musashino Art University a
truly life-changing experience.

The Interview

Expectedly, the question came, “Tell us how much do you
know about Japan.”

“Probably as much as watching ‘Lost in Translation’,” |
answered.

It was a memorable interview in 2005. Coming from the
most ordinary working class family with limited
opportunities of exposure to overseas experiences, mass
media and translated publications were my only means of
understanding foreign cultures, so | couldn'’t find a better

answer for the question. When being informed of my
successful application for the three years study
scholarship to Japan, | was truly surprised.

Before this, my only impression of, and interest in Japan,
came from reading the latest Kengo Kuma

(B ) design on Japan Architect magazine, and watching
movies like Rashomon (#EEM - 1950 MLl - B BEf)
and Akira (7 % 7 - 1988 7 = A WL - KA Wi BE).
Perhaps my understanding of Japan did go slightly beyond
the movie Lost in Translation, but in all honesty, you can
never say that you know Japan, until you have
experienced the place in person.

Starting with an Adventure

Despite having only one year to finishing my masters in
Singapore in 2005, | felt the need for a qualitative change
to my learning environment. | had great interests in
architectural theories, and studying the books was
absolutely insufficient, | wanted to experience in actuality
morphing urban conditions which so many theorists have
written about in the books. In short, | needed an
intellectual escapade, an adventure of sorts.

When | came to learn about the opportunity offered by
the scholarship to study at Musashino Art University
(MAU) in Tokyo, | saw the chance to realize this
adventure. Back then, Japan had undergone a full cycle of
modern economic development and was moving through
a stage of economic stagnation, Japan’s uniquely creative
industry and architectural design, however, continued to
grow in international significance. There was an
undercurrent of creative energy maneuvering through a
seemingly quiet appearance, this was for me a fertile
ground for learning.

Urban Markings

Under the guidance of my course mentor Naomi
Tachibana (3Z4E 1E3€) at MAU, | experienced my three
most important years of education that would shape my
attitude towards architectural design work. Tachibana
sensei had tirelessly researched on environmental
sustainability throughout her professional career and
made important academic contributions to Japan’s



architectural field. For her, encompassing within the
works on environmental sustainability was a real concern
for social and economic sustainability, she had always
believed that the three forces had to work hand in hand
to achieve true sustainability.

For my first year in Japan, other than the intensive
language classes, | was essentially occupied with
numerous exploratory walks through Tokyo City, using
the sensitivities of a foreigner as an excavation tool,
combing through the peculiarities of this Modern Asian
City. The clashes between tradition and contemporaneity,
the underlying mechanics of economics and politics, all
seem so intriguing and stimulating to a fresh mind. With
my half-baked Japanese language ability, | would attempt
to share and discuss my findings with my mentor and
course-mates periodically, and there would be times
when linguistic imperfections gave rise to enlightening
cross-cultural exchanges.

The following years of study were highlighted by travels
across the country that would further deepen my
understanding of the urban development in Japan. When
deciding on my graduation project, | was contemplating
to work on the re-planning of Hiroshima’'s Peace
Boulevard as a commentary on urban revival and social
continuity. When the proposal was made, with regards to
the perceived sensitivity of the topic, Tachibana sensei
took on an encouraging stance, as she poignantly pointed
out, that cross-cultural exchanges are not just about
mutual appreciation, but more importantly the sharing of
unbiased point of views and ideas.

Taking on ‘Regeneration and Continuity of Urban Public
Space’ as a central theme, the large volume of research
materials spanning across different scales resulted in an
urban concept of ‘Ireko’ ( A41¥-), explaining in the Japanese
(and perhaps Asian) context, how certain urban patterns,
manifestations of cultural tendencies, can be repeatedly
extracted as one alters the size of coverage in space and
across time. These form interesting urban markings,
perhaps understood as ‘Genius Loci’, which can be
carefully inserted back into a field of erasure as a form of
continuity.
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Graduation Show at MAU.

Fellow Explorers

One of the most important things that the education at
MAU gave me, was the undying spirit of experimentation
and exploration. A quality seen in my mentors and fellow
school-mates, who were ever so quietly inquisitive and
always ploughing on certain creative objectives.

In 2008, MAU'’s sculpture department organized a cross
faculty sculptural workshop to Berlin University of the
Arts, in the spirit of exploration for new perspectives. The
short but intensive 2 weeks program gave all participants
a chance to not just investigate new ideas, but to self-
reflect on existing thoughts and working methodologies.

MAU + UDK sculptural workshop.
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Discovering New Possibilities

After graduating from MAU, | had worked for two years in
Singapore, and five years in Shanghai. During the first
year back in Singapore, | joined Kay Ngee Tan Architects,
a small practice where | had the opportunity to participate
in the elevation design for a JUT apartment project ( {48
%) in Taipei.

A development nestled within a relatively aged city fabric,
this modern apartment towered over a large low-rise city
district, forming a dialogue between market forces and
urban inertia. The final building form was sculptured with
the existing city fabric as an inspiration, the tower itself
becoming a sign of contemporary urban complexities.
Personally this was an attempt to bring forward the
concept of Ireko on an architectural object.

| later joined a larger practice, DP Architects, where |
would experience different levels of involvement in
numerous projects of vastly different scales within a short
time, and learn the technicalities of architectural practices
in today's context. | was posted to Shanghai in 2011, and
since then | had the opportunity to be involved in a wide
spectrum of projects, spreading over different parts of
China. The choice to practice in China stem from a long-
term interest in this country’s rapidly morphing urbanity,
where all existing concepts of development seem
inappropriate, a real challenge in itself.

In China, after more than 30 years of accelerated
economic development, people’s mindsets towards
developmental issues are gradually changing and
concerns for issues of sustainability have grown
substantially, this is especially important for a country
where just under one-fifth of the world’s population live
in.

At DP Architect’s Shanghai office, | have the chance to
work on several projects designed with social
sustainability in mind, one of which being a competition
entry for design of an office neighbourhood in Shenzhen,
where we proposed a community-centric system of
circulation and commercial amenities over multiple levels
across office towers, a park and an extensive underground
network of public and retail spaces.

1 Office Development with Park & Retail in Shenzhen, design
competition
2 Mixed Development in Liuzhou, under construction

3 Elevational Revamp for a shopping mall in Shanghai, conceptual
design

4 Office Development with Community Atrium in Beijing, design
competition

China is a country filled with new and creative possibilities
waiting to be discovered. This is also where | found my
beloved wife, also an architect by training, and a
wonderful companion for many more design explorations
to come.

Remembering a Moment

Balancing creativity and reality in architectural practice
has always been a demanding process. Trying at times, |
would always be reminded of the undying spirit of
experimentation and exploration from MAU.



If there was one moment | could take away to sum up my
scholarship experience, | fondly remember that particular
winter night in the heat of preparation for our graduation
show, an impromptu barbeque party with course-mates
and friends from other faculties. At that moment, the
final leg of each individual's adventure through MAU, we
gathered to recollect all the amazing experiences,
difficulties and surprises that made all the efforts
worthwhile. It was gathering of passionate and hungry
artists, together cooking up a feast that not only turned
fresh ingredients into good food, but also turning simple
acquaintances into unforgettable friendships.

An impromptu gathering of hungry artists.
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PRZ %o IE Y Y AR— )V EDMOU bk L. GBI A / NX—T 4 T MA%E L7z,

LA +
<2016 11 HAGSE—&E>
= B % BT ==
GAKKEN ASIA PACIFIC PTE LTD A General wholesale trade
GEAN) | ‘AN (100%BAEHE)
SRATEED 20154108
(B - Tl - U—EXE=] EXEEH .5 (REFA2)
Ms Mayu Kasai D KEEHH
(BDO TAX ADVISORY PTE LTD) (ﬂEA) (B5E - BiFE. |/EY—ER. FEBO7 D M=V VT Y—ERELDIEH)
RE AN (GRHIRIIEAR)
ERATEEC  20084F 48
(B - 758 - H—E 2] e E% 1 450 (REFBA2)
BRITDHERS :
(14498) 80288, (14%108) 80588, (14%118) 80628, (14%128) 813288, (15418) 81328,
(15428) 81528, (1543A) 82288, (1544H) 82988, (1545H) 83288, (15465 833RE,
(15478) 83588, (15498) 84048, (154108) 84628, (154118) 84828, (154128) 85428
(16&18) 84228, (16%18) 85088, (164%28) 85088, (1643H8) 85088 (16440A) 85488
(16450) 85428, (16%6H) 85628, (16&78) 84988, (16498) 85428, (16£108) 85428
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< 20164E 11 IiEEh RS >

528 I 2y HBH TV 7 K& (2016 4F)

20164£11 H 6 H. Tanah Merah Country Club ® Tampines Course T EIBH TN 7 KE&Z MR L T L
720 ARZKIFZASHET2REHZMR B5MbHIRETHY, SELF VY —F - X+bas I 7 FOFHEFERK
TR LCTHUTEE E Lz, BHIE38%Y CHALIM. 5197 —24) OSMFEICBEVTHES ., B
AT —=TNT 4= FHERIZL DT —2OFFMEHETHEFONE Lz RADLEBIIT VT - KEMN=IHWiE
KRR A OF B - KEERE, 200IIINIFETE (0 AR—V) MRAESEOTHEE & BERETkR S
DU R=NVEEORER:, F23IE Ty 7T A YRAMAY N (TYT 82749 7) JIT b
EEFRE BRI Y R—V VI Ty FMAEBPAE SN, MHSEIVER N7 - hy Tene
g5 s E L,

BHATIE, HaotEiRzBz, KEMHEORELZEO TW2ZITF L,

B2 TEIRATM INUSMBAMIEL DT LYY - BRLSHMAB XU ARBL |

£Z11HTH (). BZIETFXTIIRATSIEITHERIZL S [NUS MBARFAELOT LYY - BRAZ
@%ﬁlwﬁﬁ%ﬁéj%%1ﬁLiLEOMSRBAZ—Z@ﬁ1%ES%%LK\4O@T—70mﬁt
TLEVRERLTL B, T—VHICHERCESLERLZHEZ TV E Lz, KM 5 1E, FTERS
NOEEDLED, 2440 FE Lze 7TLE Y - BRAKHEETIE, MM}E@E%@@W\%%«@ﬂ
flisE, AOF2HM I ENTE, FRICHAL#ERDIZbINE Lo REOHTA4H51E [HLEH#TT
ZINF Thro/zilA T, BIRIREVNELE 7] EOBRBLZTEBRL £ L7,

< 20164E12H 1THEPE > XFEIFFHBICLOEE - BMENLIZENRTEET,

FtEE FEXS ARV RE K5 - 15FR
18:30—18:45
HRBEN Shangri-La Hotel Singapore.
HE . Island Ballroom
12A58 (R) £ER 19:00-21:00
2016 FREBB/N—FT 1 — Shangri-La Hotel Singapore.

Island Ballroom
11:30—12:14

128138 (0 | =Ha 12REESESESER 12151400
55556 DIEER 4
BEAR

128148 GK) apas APRERSTESR 18:30—-20:30

(F1I585. EEs. éﬁf@n‘n‘ﬁr\ BXTE - Y-L283) Melben Signiture
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(2016 £ 3 AR, 2599 B D AICTEFLTIEWLWTEYEY)
EA—JLEEY—EX 1 [H
SGD 200 (GST ;AHA)

(X2ATEROAFARMREESE TV ENWTEYES)

CHAESHFLD AL info@jcci.org.sg] (384 :Ms. Doris) £T.

TEVLESRIEZHEIEOD L, BHALIAHATELY,
DFLEREERND  XEFEEYI7aE— (500KB LLF. PDF) ICTIIRH T&LY,

QFLXEH MEWELOT. BHRAATEN, (EA-HBAZKEL)

B DXiHE XBE4 - IMIFE-GIRO DULVT A

[ BHAADCEEEZTTOFIE )

PHRIAHIBEWN %, EFERIYSHAERAK - CHERETEFTBLET,
BXIEFREFFE N EE, TRAM—ILECHERIESEL - BELLYET,
BEHEMNODEBRAAZHFLLTHYET,

DUNR—IVBABILENERR HL4: Doris (Ms)

10 Shenton Way, #12-04/05 MAS Building, Singapore 079117
TEL: 6221-0541 FAX: 6225-6197 E-mail: info@jcci.org.sg
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Address
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FAX: KBENE
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HANAEEE MESE B

AL g8 & H H XV

BRAHAGE A —L
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Fax: 6225 6197
Y - KU R (doris@jcci. org. sg)




Dec, 2016

fREELE

K[OFEFREVBDT, 2016FbREDAICEYF U,

SHEZERVIRVET & FENSDY Y AR—ILUHHOKM - BEDTEW
BETANDDIYARMMTRE, BEPREACORRERDOH U T LD,
2016 FIFHARE Y VAR—IVOERZRS0FFEWNS TET, Y YAR—ILTE
BEINTVZHEERDERE, ALDOEIYRAEVNSBERHICELEHTSRRL. KL

INFEZ

BUEHFPZRN T  —F v —SNIEFEVZFT,
KEFEEPY 3 vEVYTE=IVICBVTIFE. BEABAXRY ~ - 71T 7 DB
P LR NSy 707 OFHRZER EOEBNCTON. BITHKE - HEE%
BETHHRLBUAN) - HRTOZBMBES NI EEBWVETD, F/oo BE
FEOERBEE LT, BAZFBUILY Y AR—IVAIF30FAT. mERDI10A
[CTADBB U EEBD LS TULT, YVAR—ILDAHICESTHFIFT
HASEEGEDICE>TVWD ZENBRAF T, REPEDEFDORICH, T
NODTRANY b - EIRAICERICEDSNICREFDBLS>Lr2 T E
XAV
2017 FH5IEMEAARE VY Y AR—IVDOBEGAERET Y. YV AR—-ILTE
TENTVDFHEDERE Y VAR—ILOFLICEIRBVWEERLD I EZES
THIFT,
(fmEetesciBl fHER. /\S5)
O%rl #HE B& O%Rl \5F =
ots ®/BR oty L8R
OiEERE 1€£7hA OHEERE 2%
O&#%  Hitachi Asia O&#4% Kajima Overseas Asia Pte Ltd
OftEAE Ef: - L# - CSR Oft=WE  Finance & Admin
Ok &%, REFILITH Ok 2FBICLTIYSYVVIBHF LI
OV VAR=ILDBTICAL OV VHAR=ILOBTICAY
NIT—VITUYINSRIEE NI TF—HEE. ERLLWAIUTPUAZENT &
BRIBERID. Y YAR=ILS UDLVRLSBREOREYN L<KBEZIFT,
OB ®MFEDEHRN
ORMGTEDEREN BRECEFVLREEHUNESTIVET, YUAR—ILDELBHETT
RERHBDAHK. BUATULZRIFHELEZETLLDD, SERINTVB AN THERINCESBF. EVRRICHERABRERZ I TR,
SG50 . SIS0 EEERDELED U F TN, RENERKICE ST, BRI VUAR—NWEIVEECELOSETINDDDEBVET,
BOFEICRUETILOTRILTHIET, SIERMEDTBTZLS USBEVEBL EFFT.
FNBFZ |

FAT

JAPANESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, SINGAPORE
10 Shenton Way #12- 04/05 MAS Building Singapore 079117
Tel: 6221 - 0541 Fax: 6225 - 6197

E- mail: info@jcci.org.sg  Web: http://www.jcci.org.sg

S

TOUBI SINGAPORE PTE.LTD.

72 Eunos Ave 7 #04-06 Singapore 409570

Web: http://www.toubi.co.jp/

ENFRI

adred creation print pte ltd

Blk 12 Lorong Bakar Batu #01-01 Singapore 348745

Tel: 6747 - 5369 Fax: 6747 - 5269

Web: http://www.adredcreation.com/
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