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2016 FEFHFTEM G - BEERN

Japanese musicians to play with Singapore
Symphony Orchestra

= 27 [

BR1BEICTERBOEY., Yo HR—IVAXBIRHERES
[2016 EEHEE] 253 16DHFEEL2BDFEEANDEFEHFERE
PREYEUL - £DOdDH 5. 4 HILSingapore Symphony
Orchestra D3EENCDOVWTTBALE T,

The new 2017/18 season of the Singapore Symphony
Orchestra (5S0), which begins in July 2017, will feature
some of Japan's best known classical musicians. We are
grateful for the strong support that we receive every
season from the Japanese community in Singapore, and
in particular, the JCCI.

It is our privilege to introduce to you the highlights of the
season and we hope you will find concert programmes
throughout the year for your enjoyment.

Kashimoto Daishin F4 kAL (violin)

We are very excited that the wonderful violinist
Kashimoto Daishin will perform with the SSO on Friday,
22 September 2017, when he will play the popular
Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto.

Kashimoto, 38, has been the First Concertmaster of the
renowned Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra since 2009. He
has been a soloist with the orchestra under Sir Simon
Rattle and Andris Nelsons, and is also a member of the
Philharmonic Octet Berlin. From 2010 to 2013, Kashimoto
performed and recorded all of the Beethoven Violin
Sonatas together with pianist Konstantin Lifschitz, for
Warner Classics. Their three concert tours throughout
Japan received high praise.

Kashimoto Daishin plays on an
Andrea Guaneri violin, 1674.

Kashimoto began his first lessons at age 3 from Eto
Kumiko in Tokyo. In 1986 he was the youngest ever
student accepted to the Juilliard School of Music in New
York, studying with Tanaka Naoko. In 1990 he moved to
the Lubeck Musikhochschule, Germany, to study with
Zakhar Bron. From 1999 to 2004 he was a pupil of
Professor Rainer Kussmaul, former concertmaster of the
Berlin Philharmonic.

Kashimoto is the First Prize Winner of the 6th Yehudi
Menuhin International Competition for Young Violinists in
England in 1993, the International Competition for
Violinists Cologne 1994, the Steigenberger Prize and the
Davidoff Prize in 1994, as well as the Brahms Prize in 1999
in Germany. In 1996, Kashimoto became the youngest
winner in the history of both the International Fritz



JCCI singapore Foundation

Kreisler Competition in Vienna and the Long-Thibaud-
Crespin Competition in Paris.

Kashimoto has performed with many orchestras,
including the Boston Symphony, Orchestre Nationale de
France, Bavarian and Frankfurt Radio Symphony
orchestras, Dresden Staatskapelle, St. Petersburg
Philharmonic, Orchestre de la Suisse Romande and Czech
Philharmonic as well as the NHK Symphony. He has
performed with conductors Ozawa Seiji, Lorin Maazel,
Semyon Bychkov, Sir Simon Rattle, Mariss Jansons and
Charles Dutoit amongst many others. Kashimoto lives in
Berlin with his family and plays on an Andrea Guarneri
violin from 1674.

Ono Kazushino X ¥ fl1-1: (conductor)

In January 2018, we will welcome Japanese conductor
Ono Kazushino to Singapore to guest conduct the SSO.
Born in Tokyo, Ono studied at the Tokyo National
University of Fine Arts and Music, and with Wolfgang
Sawallisch and Giuseppe Patané at the Bavarian State
Opera (Bayerische Staatsoper), as a scholar of the
Japanese Ministry of Culture. In 1987 he won First Prize in
the 3rd Toscanini International Conductors' Competition.

Ono, 57, has worked closely with the Tokyo Philharmonic
Orchestra as its Principal Conductor (1992- 1999), Artistic
Advisor (1999-2001) and is currently its Conductor
Laureate. He is currently Music Director of the Tokyo
Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra.

Ono is the recipient of Japan's Suntory Music Award in
2009, and the prestigious Asahi Prize for his outstanding
contributions to Japanese culture and society for 2016.

In Europe, Ono was Chief Conductor of the Zagreb
Philharmonic Orchestra (1990-1996) and General Music

Ono Kazushino is the recipient of Japan's Suntory Music Award
in 2009, and the prestigious Asahi Prize for his outstanding
contributions to Japanese culture and society for 2016.

Director of the Baden State Opera, Karlsruhe (1996-
2002). In August 2002, he became music director of La
Monnaie (Brussels). From 2008, Ono became principal
conductor of the Opéra National de Lyon. He is also
currently Music Director of the Barcelona Symphony and
Catalonia National Orchestra.

He is in demand at many of the world’s foremost opera
companies, including New York's Metropolitan Opera, La
Scala, the Bayerische Staatsoper, the Deutsche
Staatsoper and the Opéra de Paris. “Diva, Divo”, an album
of arias he made with Joyce DiDonato and the Orchestre
de I'Opéra national de Lyon, received a Grammy Award in
2012. His 2014 Glyndebourne Festival account of Ravel's
L’heure espagnole and L’enfant et les sortiléges won
Gramophone’s Opera Award for the year.

We are honoured to have Ono Kazushino conduct the
SSO on 26 January 2018, in a concert featuring Berlioz's
Symphonie fantastique and SSO's Principal Violist Zhang
Manchin playing the Walton Viola Concerto.

The SSO also invites you to our other highlights of the
season, including:

Brahms Symphonies Cycle with Lan Shui

From July to November 2017, Lan Shui will conduct the
four symphonies of Brahms. Brahms struggled for over 20
years to write a symphony in the aftermath of Beethoven,
eventually giving us the four that are now staples of every
symphony orchestra in the world.

Guest Musicians for 2017/2018

The SSO is pleased to announce the appointment of
American conductor Andrew Litton as our new Principal
Guest Conductor, taking over from Finnish conductor
Okko Kamu who held the role from 1995 to 2016. Andrew
Litton is also Music Director of the New York City Ballet,
Artistic Director of the Minnesota Orchestra’s
Sommerfest and Principal Guest Conductor of the
Colorado Symphony.

Andrew Litton previously conducted the SSO in 2013 and
will debut as our Principal Guest Conductor in a concert
on 8 September 2017, conducting Tchaikovsky's
Symphony No.4 and Bartok's Piano Concerto No.1 with
pianist Jean-Efflam Bavouzet. He will also perform
Beethoven's Triple Concerto with SSO Concertmaster Igor
Yuzefovich and Principal Cello Ng Pei-Sian on 10 Nov
2017.



This season we also welcome back top-ranking musicians
to grace our stage as soloists, including superstar pianist
Lang Lang, violinists Gil Shaham and Leonidas Kavakos,
and cellist Steven Isserlis. Making their Singapore debut
are the acclaimed Dutch violinist Janine Jansen (19 Oct
2017) and German soprano Diana Damrau (1 Nov 2017).

Look forward too to an exciting line-up of virtuoso
displays with pianists Stephen Hough, Jean-Yves
Thibaudet, Jean-Efflam Bavouzet and Christian
Blackshaw, violinists Alina Ibragimova, Elina Vahala and
our own Concertmaster Igor Yuzefovich. The SSO also
welcomes conductors Michal Nesterowicz, Hannu Lintu,
Carlos Kalmar, Eliahu Inbal, Claus Peter Flor, Daniel
Blendulf, Kristjan Jarvi and Pavel Baleff.

Concert and Anniversary Highlights

From solo recitals to large-scale choral-orchestral galas,
the 2017/2018 season will have something for every taste.

Opera fans are in for a treat, as we will perform a concert
version of Puccini's beloved opera La Bohéme (27-28 Apr
2018). On 1 Nov 2017, leading coloratura soprano Diana
Damrau will grace the stage with her bass-baritone
husband Nicolas Testé in a gala night of opera arias.

From August 2017 to 2019, there will be a worldwide
celebration of Leonard Bernstein at 100, and the SSO will
also contribute with his signature West Side Story (13 Apr
2018). On 7 December 2017, the SSO will celebrate
Finland's 100th anniversary of independence with a
concert under Okko Kamu, with Kuusisto's Violin Concerto
and music by Sibelius.

Singaporean and Asian Composers and Musicians

This season the music of Singapore composers will be
heard in four concerts: Tan Chan Boon's Soir, Réves,
Fantaisie from his Symphony No.2 (7 Jul 2017), Er Yenn
Chwen's Symphonia Anamneseos, A Symphony of
Remembrance (29 Sep 2017), Kelly Tang's Two Symphonic
Dances: Radiance and Spark (23 Mar 2018), and Diana
Soh's A is for Aiyah from d bug i da (2 Mar 2018).

Performing with the SSO this season are pianist Melvyn
Tan as well as conductors Lim Yau, Darrell Ang, Kahchun
Wong and SSO Associate Conductor Joshua Tan - all
Singapore-born musicians who have made an
international name for themselves. We are also thrilled to
present leading Thai composer Narong Prangcharoen’s
Phenomenon (3 Feb 2018) and young Malaysian prodigy

Tungku Irfan's Meditation (17 Nov 2017).

Concerto Highlights

Concertos are always a major attraction in any concert
season, and this year we will feature many virtuoso
pieces, including the violin concertos of Prokofieyv,
Mendelssohn and Shostakovich; the piano concertos of
Chopin, Mendelssohn, Bartok, Saint-Saéns, Beethoven,
Grieg and Rachmaninov; and the cello concertos of Elgar
and Shostakovich. Musicians of the SSO will play
Schumann's Konzertstiick for Four Horns, Beethoven's
Triple Concerto for Violin, Cello and Piano and Walton's
Viola Concerto. You will also be able to hear new works,
such as Philip Wilby's Euphonium Concerto (Britain,
written in 1995), Kimmo Hakola's Clarinet Concerto
(Finland, 2001), Jaakko Kuusisto's Violin Concerto
(Finland, 2012)

Community Outreach

The SSO greatly values the chance to give the gift of
music to the community. In 2017, we will have free
lunchtime concerts at the Victoria Concert Hall, Singapore
Botanic Gardens, Gardens by the Bay and at several
schools.

For families, besides the ever-popular SSO Babies Proms
(25-26 Nov), the tale of Peter and the Wolf is retold by the
orchestra with amusing performances by Magic Circle
Mime (2-3 Sep 2017), while puppeteer Victor Yerrid will
enchant audiences in Nature Tales (4-5 Sep). Finally,
creative musician/presenter Alasdair Malloy will Summon
the Superheroes to save the day with the SSO (17-18 Mar
2018).

We hope you will enjoy the SSO 2017/18 Season and we
look forward to bringing you great music in the concert
hall.

The SSO 2017/18 Season
Brochure - get your copy
at concert halls and
SISTIC outlets, or online
at www.sso.org.sg

2017/18

LAN SHUI MUSIC DIRECTOR
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