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Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ
Senior Analyst, Global Markets Research
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The Philharmonic Winds
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B#R1BEICTEBEHDEY . P HAR—IVBEABEISHRES
[2016 FEEHEE]| »53. 16DHGE2HDZEANDEFFTEES
PREVELE, 2O 5. §EIL Department of Japanese
Studies, The Philharmonic Winds DEENCDWTITBALE T,

The musicians of The Philharmonic Winds, led by guest
conductor Robert Casteels, will be bringing the audience
on a musical sojourn with a concert called "Toki Otozuru"
in October at the Victorian Concet Hall. The concert
features a specially curated selection of chamber music
by top Japanese composers, including internationally
renowned composer Toru Takemitsu.

Audiences will get to hear some of Takemitsu’s most
intriguing works, such as Day Signals, Signals from Heaven
I 'and Night Signals, Signals from Heaven ll, Itinerant with
Andy Koh on solo flute, and Piano Distance with Casteels
on solo piano.

Other pieces featured include pieces for mixed ensembles
Onijime: A Beautiful Ghost by Shuhei Tamura, La Structure
pour L'octuor by Masamicz Amano, A Picture Book Without
A Picture written for clarinet octet by Masanori Taruya as
well as Night Bird by Karen Tanaka with Ang Yixiang on
solo alto saxophone and Improvisation Il by Ryo Noda
with Samuel Phua on solo alto saxophone. Yasuhide Ito’s
Four Seasons of Japanese Children’s Songs will surely bring
a smile to the faces of the audiences and his One
Thousand Broken Musical Instruments for mixed ensemble
and narrator will definitely steal everyone's hearts.

Dr Robert Casteels is a versatile artist, composer,
researcher, conductor, pianist and educator who has
contributed tirelessly to Singapore's music scene. A
passionate educationist, Casteels is noted for his
pedagogical work in piano, analysis, composition and
conducting. Born in Belgium, he took up permanent
residency in Singapore in 1996 and citizenship in 2007.

Dr Casteels has written a growing corpus of 120 musical
works that defy classification because they cross cultures,
genres and disciplines. His compositions have been
premiered or performed in Australia, Belgium, China,
England, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand,
the Netherlands, the Philippines and Singapore. For four
years in a row, his compositions were selected by the Asia
Composers League for their festivals in Singapore, Tokyo,
Manilla and Hanoi.

Casteels holds music degrees from both Royal Music
Conservatories of Brussels, the Guildhall (London) and
Juilliard (NY) Schools and The University of Melbourne.
He is the recipient of several awards, including the Bruno
Walter Scholarship for Orchestral Conducting awarded by
the Juilliard School for two consecutive years, as well as
the First Prize for contemporary music at the
International Conducting Competition of the Hungarian
Radio and Television. In 2001, Casteels became the
youngest recipient and the second musician ever to
receive the prestigious Christoffel Plantin Prize, the
Flemish Government’s highest award for cultural



JCCI singapore Foundation

achievements, in recognition of his contribution to cross-
cultural research.

Dr. Robert Casteels

About The Philharmonic Winds

The word "Philharmonic" translates to a fondness or
devotion to music, and The Philharmonic Winds truly
embraces that. Formed in 2000, The Philharmonic Winds
has grown to more than 8o dedicated members who have
come together because of their common love for music.
A congregation of skilled musicians from all walks of life—
tertiary students to working professionals, music students
to wind band instructors— The Philharmonic Winds is
proud to be home to a thriving musical community, a
family which includes the Philharmonic Youth Winds, an
ensemble initiated to provide an opportunity for
passionate, young musicians to further their wind music
experience.

The Philharmonic Winds constantly strives to present
fresh and exciting quality music to its audiences and
aspires to achieve professionalism in all aspects of music-
making, with the aim of becoming one of the finest wind
orchestras in the region. Led by Music Director Leonard
Tan, the ensemble has performed a collection of landmark
works from the wind band repertoire, and led the way for
local wind orchestras in presenting the best and the most
exciting wind music to Singaporean audiences. An avid
supporter of local music, the orchestra has also staged

numerous concerts dedicated to works by Singaporean
and Singapore-based composers, and commissioned new
compositions which are premiered at its “Singapore
Compose!” concerts. Beyond the wind music scene, The
Philharmonic Winds has collaborated with many local
talents from other musical and arts genres.

The Philharmonic Winds is privileged to have collaborated
with world-renowned musicians, including Japanese
saxophonists Shin-ichiro Hikosaka, Yasuo Tanaka and
Masato Kumoi, trombonist Ko-ichiro Yamamoto and taiko
drummer Makoto Tashiro. It has also performed under the
baton of distinguished conductors such as Principal Guest
Conductor Timothy Reynish and Japanese conductor and
composer Yasuhide Ito. It is proud to have received much
recognition on the world stage as one of Singapore’s
premier arts flag-bearers. The ensemble has also received
international accolades and had been invited to headline
a number of festivals, including the Japan Band Clinic’s
4oth Anniversary.

In 2016, The Philharmonic Winds presented "Sounds Of
Japan 3", a special concert to mark 5o years of diplomatic
relations between Singapore and Japan. Led by guest
conductor maestro Yasuhide Ito, the wind orchestra
performed an entire concert exploring music composed
by Japanese composers as well as Japanese music culture
across various genres.

Besides major classics by some of the best Japanese wind
music composers, one of the highlights was maestro Ito's
very own “Concerto for Tsugaru-Shamisen and Wind
Band", which featured Mr Nobuto Yamanaka, a Master of
Tsugaru-Shamisen Yamada Style.

While the first two concerts of Philharmonic Winds'
Sounds of Japan series featured contemporary wind
music, the third edition also celebrated Japan's folk songs
as well as popular culture including Chage and Aska's "Say
Yes", Japanese Enka music, the theme song from the
anime "Lupin The Third" and Joe Hisaishi's music from
"Porco Rosso" and "Spirited Away" by the world famous
Studio Ghibli. The audience received a great surprise
when MrYamanaka joined the wind orchestra in a special
arrangement of "Ue O Muite Aruko" or " Sukiyaki" as it is
known all around the world.

Besides its regular concert seasons at the Esplanade
Concert Hall and overseas performances, The
Philharmonic Winds also regularly presents free
community outreach concerts in the heartlands. It
strongly believes in helping to make society better — for
example, by helping raise funds for The Children’s
Charities Association of Singapore and performing for the
Yellow Ribbon Prison Run. Most recently, musicians of
The Philharmonic Winds joins other artists from around
the world to perform at the Voices of Harmony concert at
the Singapore Indoor Stadium to help raise funds for the
Singapore Buddhist Free Clinic.
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