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SINGAPORE’S HEALTHCARE CLUSTERS
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47" Japanese Cultural Festival - by The Japanese Cultural Society, Singapore (JCS)

£470 BARESR

47th\
Fapquet,

16 September 2017, Saturday
12pm - Spm
Sota Concert Hall

Come join us for an afternoon of amazing
cultural extravaganza at the 47th Japanese
Cultural Festival.

Highlights:

- Dynamic Drum Team Ondekoza from Japan,

- Music & Dance of mythical Takachiho,
Kagura Performing Troupe from Miyazaki
Prefecture, Japan

Come early to shop at the mini- Japanese
food and craft corners or participate in the
Japanese craft workshops.,

Save the date and join us for a fun-filled
cultural experience.

; Bupporied By
= Emsbiassy af Japan in Singapare
THE The lapanese Association, Singapore
JAPANESE Inpanese Chamber of Comemerce & Industry, Singapore
CULTURAL
SOCIETY Sporsored By

P JCC1 Singapare Foundatian
[ {1 mhnum.*»mmms«hw-mm

47" Japanese Cultural Festival

Introducing Japanese culture to Singapore - the
foresight of JCS pioneers in 1964

In the year 1964, national sentiment in Singapore towards
the Japanese could not be more different from what we
see today. It had been less than 20 years since the end of
World War Il and the Japanese Occupation of Singapore.
In addition, Singapore was not yet a sovereign,
independent nation, and would not be for one more year.
The suffering caused by the war and Occupation had led
to high levels of animosity towards the Japanese.

Nevertheless, in spite of this hostile atmosphere, a group
of far-sighted Singaporeans with a sense of mission came
together in 1964 to establish a non-profit organisation,
whose purpose was to introduce the beauty and the
positive side of Japanese culture to fellow Singaporeans.
This organization is “The Japanese Cultural Society,
Singapore ¥ ¥ # K — )V H AR AL Z " (JCS).

Japanese Language School and the Japanese
Cultural Festival

Recognising that understanding of the language is key to
understanding a culture, JCS quickly began organising
Japanese language courses in 1966 and established the
JCS Japanese Language School (JCS H A< &k %7 Ft). This
was welcomed enthusiastically by Society members and
the public. Over the past 52 years, JCS has produced more
than 35,000 language course graduates. These graduates
have been active in contributing to the exchanges in
various sectors between Singapore and Japan.

To raise the spoken Japanese standards of its students,
JCS held its first “Japanese Speech Contest” in 1969. This
developed into a jointly-organised event in 1996 when it
was merged with the Japanese Association-organised
Students’ Eloquence Contest. Today, this Japanese
Speech Contest has become a much bigger event co-
organised with the Embassy of Japan, The Japanese
Association, Japanese Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (JCCI) and The Japanese University Graduates
Association of Singapore (JUGAS).

In year 1971, JCS held its first Japanese Cultural Festival to
present the beauty of Japanese culture to Singaporeans.
Over the years, these festivals have taken various forms
of cultural exchanges, such as concerts, street
performances, contests, seminars and so on. This year
marks the 47" Japanese Cultural Festival. The festival has
been open to the public free-of-charge from the
beginning.

The 47" Japanese Cultural Festival Concert

The 47" Japanese Cultural Festival Concert took place on
16th September 2017 in the Concert Hall of SOTA (School
Of The Arts). Items presented included performances by
JCS internal activity groups, local associate groups from
The Japanese Association as well as groups from Japan.

The SOTA concert hall was packed to its full capacity with
an audience of 600. Among our guests were His
Excellency the Ambassador and Mrs Keniji Shinoda.



JCS President Associate Professor and Mrs Lai Ah Keow receiving the
arrival of the Ambassador and Mrs Kenji Shinoda.

Audience in the SOTA Concert Hall

JCS Internal Groups

Within JCS, various interest groups were formed for the
enjoyment of members. In the 47" Japanese Cultural
Festival Concert, the following groups put up their
performances:

Suwa Wadaiko (Japanese drum) Gl Aik)

The drum group was formed many years ago with the
help of drummers from the Suwa area in Japan. It is
headed by JCS member Jeffrey Teo. A fun fact is that
many of the drummers are lady members. They
performed 2 pieces:

“Suwako Bayashi (Lake Suwa Music) (FlGE I IE= L) ~
and “Koshin Mibashira Daiko (3f-UMHEERKEE) ”

JCS Suwataiko Drum Team

JCS Japanese Choir

37 men and women of the JCS Japanese Choir, together
with Ms Nami Utada as conductor and Ms Miki Taguchi as
accompanist, presented 3 pieces:

“Blue Desert (W iB{) 7; “Fountain of Youth (#5i%
DIK) "

and “Rhythm of the Earth (#bBkDFEE)) "~

JCS Choir
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“Kimono” Parade
Nine members of the JCS Kimono Club displayed various
beautiful kimono on stage.

Kimono Parade

Groups from local associates - The Japanese
Assaociation, Singapore

JCS enjoys good and long-standing friendships with many
local associates, including The Japanese Association,
Singapore (¥ ¥ 4R — )V H K A 4X). The strong ties
between the two organisations can be seen in The
Japanese Association’s frequent and longstanding
participation in the JCS Cultural Festival. This year, once
again, we have the following groups from The Japanese
Association.

Koto (%) (Japanese harp)

The Japanese Association Koto Ensemble & Shakuhachi
players performed two pieces:

“Kagaribi (BFA IE#AERN [#K] )" and

“Kimi wo Nosete (# % @+ C) (Carrying You)”

Men's Choir (B3 —F R)

The Men’s Choir group of The Japanese Association, with
conductor Ms Nami Utada, performed nostalgic suites of:
“Hana ({E) (Cherry blossoms)” and

“Mikan no hana saku oka (& 72 A @ fEWE < ) (Hill of
Tangerine Blossoms)”

Men'’s Choir



Ladies’ Choir (FfI—F R)

With Ms Peng Kit Ng as conductor and Ms Sumiko Hanaya
as accompanist, the Ladies’ Choir group of The Japanese
Association performed:

“Abirdandabelland | (b7z L &/NBETT &)
“Annie Laurie (7 =—H—1 —)";

“Londonderry Air (2 > K ¥ 7°1) —®k)" and

“In Spring (F12)”

Ladies’ Choir

Groups from Japan

This year, we were honoured to have two outstanding
groups from Japan fly all the way to Singapore to
participate in our cultural festival. They were:

H A &5 T # 7% i %% (Takachiho no Yokagura) - Music
and Dance of Mythical Takachiho

In collaboration with J.CLAIR (The Japan Council of Local
Authorities for International Relations) Singapore, 6
performers from the “Nagatano Kagura Union” of

Miyazaki Prefecture came to Singapore and presented a
series of traditional Japanese dances. They performed
three especially famous items from a set of 33, namely
the dances of “Tajikarao”, “Uzume” and “Totori”. These
dances originated in the period from “Heian” to
“Kamakura” some 800 years ago. Their purpose was to
celebrate the harvest of the current year and pray for the
next to be bountiful. It was indeed an eye-opening
performance for the audience.

Takachiho Yokagura

H AW KB K KB, (Ondekoza) - Japanese Drum
Formed in 1969, ONDEKOZA is a professional team that
has expanded across Japan and the rest of the world,

popularising taiko as a performing art. The team lived by

the principle of "Sougakuron" - in which "running and
drumming are one, and a reflection of the drama and
energy of life". Brimming with liveliness and energy, its
performance charmed the audience tremendously.

Ondekoza Japanese Drum

Grand Finale - combined choirs of Singapore
and Japan

Marking the Grand Finale of the concert was a combined
choir performance by the Japanese Cultural Society, as
well as the Mens’s Choir and Ladies’ Choir of the Japanese
Association.

Grand Finale - combined choirs

Sayonara! Hope to see you again next year at the 48"
Japanese Cultural Festival.
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