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Managing Director
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Table: Average Annual Growth Rates of the
Net Sate Domestic Product Per Capita
for 15 Indian States

Pre-reform  Post-reform

Period Period
(1970-1990)  (1991-2004)
Andhra Pradesh 222 408
Assam 2.38 1.31
Bihar 143 1.10
Gujarat 1.79 448
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Haryana 272 307
Himachal Pradesh 208 492
Karnataka 1.83 3.69
Kerala 1.76 554
Madhya Pradesh 2.60 2.38
Maharashtra 3.24 340
Orissa 122 2.58
Punjab 224 1.78
Tamil Nadu 2.73 4.38
Uttar Pradesh 198 1.08
West Bengal 1.32 4.00
Full sample * 2.03 2.21

Source: Chikte 2011, using data from the Economic and
Political Weekly Research Foundation.
Notes : Numbers are percentages. * Total of 15 States
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We Love Jazz (Singapore) Limited - Introducing

‘Singapore International Jazz Battle & The Forum

About WLJ SG

We Love Jazz (Singapore) Limited (WLJ SG) is an arts
organization founded in 2016 dedicated to strengthening
the foundation of the jazz music community in Singapore.
We are a team of very passionate jazz practitioners,
students, educators and arts managers and our objective
is to unify and support jazz community through
grassroots outreach, education, research and resource
support as well as interactive community events.

Though the organization comprises several professional-
level jazz musicians (some with over 2 decades worth of
experience), the organization is still considered a young
one, with much room to grow. That being said, WLJ SG
has thus far been highly active in promoting jazz as a
whole through hands-on initiatives such as improvisation
workshops, jazz appreciation and jam sessions. WLJ SG
has also accomplished several achievements and
milestones such as our signature community jazz festival
titled “We Love Jazz Party” (WLJP [ 2016, 2017), “We Love
Jazz Battle” (2017) and organized the Singapore-based
facet of UNESCO's International Jazz Day (2017, 2018).

Besides our in-house programming, we have been
commissioned by several organisations such as non-profit
Jazz-Asia, to provide administrative, planning and
marketing support for their annual 9-day jazz workshop
series “Jazz At The Red Dot” held in March 2017 and 2018.
We have also been commissioned by the US Embassy to
manage their residency performances and workshops.

Ahout Our Work
Jazz in Singapore

Jazz is a special music that keeps connecting people. It is
widely known for its improvisational nature, but it is also
a unique genre that has the ability to transcend language
and time. Jazz has always been appreciated globally and
we would like to think that in every part of the world,
there exists a jazz community that consists of
professional musicians, researchers, musicologists,
students, hobbyists and a whole list of jazz-loving
individuals who are —in their own way — sharing their love
for the liberal and artistic nature of jazz music.

Singapore is said to have almost 100-years of jazz history
since the 1920s with musicians from the Asia-Pacific
nations coming to perform and spread their knowledge of
jazz music. Thus starting a network and community of
jazz music in Singapore to be passed down through the
generations — eventually culminating in the formation
and growth of Singapore’s jazz scene today. Through the
years, the jazz ecosystem has grown through the nation’s
political transitions, growing economy and dramatic life
changes.

Insufficient Support and Emphasis on ‘Practices
and Processes for Jazz'

Despite the exciting growth of business, culture and
commerce, the arts industry still suffers from a general
lack of depth in awareness and knowledge within the
local population. Similarly in the jazz scene, the recurring
failure of jazz-related ventures and frustrations of
members within the jazz community have been
persistent.

Based on our observations and ongoing research, which
include online community surveys; there is presently
insufficient support within Singapore to provide for
inclusive support to learn and practice the jazz culture. In
addition, there are also insufficient tangible opportunities
and venues to perform and showcase works as well.

Through conversations with the younger members of the
jazz community (which include current members of jazz
co-curricular activities ‘CCAs’ in local public schools),
some feel threatened by the possibility of schools
eventually cutting off the support for the jazz CCAs due to
difficulty in proving the importance of the practicing/
honing process.

Based on these conversations, it has also come to light
that recruiting new members grows increasingly
challenging — with many stopping the learning processes
very early on — some even before graduation from their
respective schools or before graduation from their
respective schools or before enlisting into National
Service.



WLJ Participatory Series: a safe space for guided experiment with
improvisations.

Identifying the Gap, and Turning It Into
Opportunity

WLJ SG - being made up of jazz practitioners, educators
and arts managers from a wide variety of backgrounds —
we are able to value and appreciate an organic approach
towards growth. With the belief that mindful practices
geared towards achieving a higher level of jazz artistry
and a passion fueled by one’s love for their craft would
lead to works that are able to ‘speak’ to a wider pool of
audiences, and therefore promote an even greater
appreciation for this artistic community. Yet due to a lack
of interactive and engaging dialogue, constructive
criticism, and critical analysis of persisting issues, faith in
this ‘process’ has become under-rated and not fully
supported.

WLJ SG was founded on the belief that as members of the
jazz community, we have the potential to be the go-to
organization when it comes to creating the ideal
environment. The organisation endeavours to create a
new infrastructure where we work towards improving our
own community through the production of our
community projects such as WLJP and our upcoming
highlight event, Singapore International Jazz Battle & The
Forum 2018 (formerly known as We Love Jazz Battle in
2017). These were all created to firstly connect with the

S1JB2018 Squad working in small but cozy new WLJ office in Lavender

wider jazz community on a common platform, and
secondly to enable them to further develop their craft and
showcase themselves on a larger platform. These events
also create more opportunities for practicitioners to
engage in active dialogue and empower the younger
generation to strive on and challenge the status quo.

Singapore International Jazz Battle (S/JB) & The
Forum 2018

Our upcoming initiative Singapore International Jazz
Battle (S1JB) & The Forum is a combination of what we
believe can be a powerful tool of support within the
community. It is a celebration of all levels of learning and
promotes positive competition amongst practitioners
with one common goal of developing the jazz scene
further. Building on the success of our inaugural
competition in 2017 it will be expanded for strategic
partnerships with institutions and organizations from
Japan and Thailand.

Through this inclusive yet competitive platform, we aim
for youth participants from the regional jazz community
to exchange ideas and inspire one another while gaining
positive feedback and encouragement from an
international judging panel.

The Forum: Presentation & Panel Discussion
Pertaining to the Asian Jazz Scene

Keeping the jazz community and ecosystem healthy has
been a challenge in Singapore and in many other
countries in the Asia-Pacific region. In addition to the
competition segment of this upcoming event, we felt it
was necessary to host a forum where the representatives
of the respective communities and interested parties can
present and update their current status regarding
education, audience development, and to partake in
roundtable discussions.

The Youth Forum: “Speak Up Speak Louder
Talking Sessions”

S1JB2018 is excited to introduce a youth branch of the
Forum entitled Speak Up, Speak Louder Talking Session
(SUSL). Moderated by one of WLJ SG's youth members,
this segment serves as a platform specially curated by the
youth members of the WLJ SG team and volunteers to
create a safe space where they can share their stories and
dialogue while creating new ties of friendship within the
next generation of jazz advocates.

The panel includes young practitioners from Singapore,
Japan and Thailand, and is open to all individuals including
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competition applicants, finalists, and general event
attendees.

New Choice for Survival in the Arts

There are many passionate and talented jazz practitioners
in Singapore, but not everyone can make a living just by
being an artist. We often come across young talents
unable to believe in choices that artists can make, and
support their survival by creating opportunity for them to
learn ‘the other side’ and ‘behind the scene’ of effort.

WLJ SG also employs young arts practitioners and
encourages volunteering with the organization to develop
these programmes alongside the core members of WLJ
SG.

They will play active roles in various areas of creating the
event including programming, arts and event
management, production, fundraising, marketing and
general administrative work to understand and contribute
their own ideas to the processes behind-the-scenes.
Through the management of the event, they are also
asked to share their own opinions about the jazz
community to contribute to the making of SIJB2018.

Employment Options in Jazz

When the participants are practicing and bringing their
craft to the next level, nothing is more important than the
presence of capable mentors to encourage and push the
boundaries of these young talents. Through the
competition and accompanying events, we aim to not
only increase the learning desire of the participants but
also the employment rate of the mentors and instructors
within the jazz community. There is no lack of seasoned
jazz musicians in Singapore, but the employment rate
within this industry is insufficient when it comes to
providing opportunities to fully execute their skills and
experiences. Besides working towards benefiting the
youth members of the community, we believe the
initiative should also take an active role in positively
impacting the jazz veterans in the community.

Larger Goal for SIJB

All together, our team are very excited to work together
to make this pioneering effort as success. It is a great sign
that many young members of the community are
volunteering to work in our team to contribute to the
foundations of this meaningful endeavor. We are also very
humbled and fortunate to have support from JCCI
Foundation and our partnering organisations Artist Green
(Japan), LASALLE College of The Arts (Singapore),

Silpakorn University (Thailand) and more to be
announced in the very near future.

We greatly look forward to expanding the jazz community
across the region and are thrilled at the prospect of
forging new friendships while strengthening the bonds of
existing ones through this initiative.

Artists and crew after WLJP & WLJ Battle 2017
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