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The Singapore Zoo story

WILDLIFE RESERVES SINGAPORE
Senior Manager, Corporate Communications

Natt Haniff (v b NZ=7)

When Singapore Zoo first opened on 27 June
1973, it only had about 300 animals. Although the
collection was a modest one, it was already
considered one of the world’s first open concept
zoos and brought to its visitors the experience of
viewing majestic African safari staples such as
giraffes, lions and hippos in a natural setting
without cages. That early concept was soon joined
by other innovations like glass-fronted galleries
which allow guests to get up close with beautiful
but dangerous carnivores like leopards, to
underwater viewing of aquatic animals like
sealions and pygmy hippos showing off their
gracefulness in their watery realms.

Animals live in spacious environments
simulating their natural habitat. Visitors are
separated by dry or wet moats, and barriers that
are concealed from vision. Flanked on three sides
by the picturesque Upper Seletar Reservoir,
Singapore Zoo is surely one of the most scenic
z00s in the world.

Today, the Zoo welcomes 1.9 million visitors
each year and is home to over 2,400 animals
representing more than 300 species, of which 34
percent are threatened in the wild. Part of the
appeal lies in experiences such as token feeding
opportunities, which allow visitors close interaction
with animals such as Asian elephants, giraffes,
white rhinoceros, and Aldabra giant tortoises.

The Zoo has also been successful in breeding

critically endangered species and has attained a
strong reputation internationally for its
conservation initiatives. Primates, man’s closest
cousins, are celebrated in a big way here, with a
collection of close to 40 species, almost half of
which are endangered.

The Zoo is especially renowned for its flagship
animal, the orang utan, and the Bornean and
Sumatran species, both critically endangered, are
exhibited in a social setting. It has also significantly
contributed to the global conservation of this
endangered species, with over 40 orang utan births
to date.

Singapore Zoo is also the first zoo in the world
to create free-ranging areas for these arboreal
creatures to swing, climb and play. These exhibits
comprise tall trees, thick branches, abundant
foliage and vines which replicate the animals’
natural environment.

Adding to an already well-rounded experience,
Singapore’s award-winning wildlife attraction
celebrated its 45th anniversary this year with a
new, illuminated multimedia night walk on the
wild side that promises a sensory feast for visitors.
Rainforest Lumina makes use of immersive
technology to provide visitors with a fresh
experience through innovative use of light,
multimedia and interactive elements, as well as an
engaging narrative to heighten the night walk

experience. This is the first such seasonal event to



be staged in Southeast Asia and was unveiled in
July this year.

Aside from this immersive multimedia journey,
newer animal exhibits at Singapore Zoo provide
greater opportunity for interaction as well. An
example is RepTopia, opened in August 2017, a
swanky haven for over 60 of the world's most
threatened reptiles, amphibians and arthropods
(animals without backbones).

Guests to RepTopia can also get a rare insight
into the work that goes into caring for these
animals at the behind-the-scenes facility, which
features glass walls that allow passers-by a
complete view of the hatchery and the areas
within the keeper workspace.

With the onset of technology, guests are able to
enjoy an added layer of experience in Singapore
Zoo — interpretive which serve to provide more
information have gone digital, seen in the form of
infrared sensors and touchscreen interpretive that
encourage learning through play.

Our goal is to create a memorable wildlife
experience for every guest, every time. In addition
to providing unique and immersive experiences
within Singapore Zoo and her three sister parks,
we are always searching for different ways to
deliver learning journeys to our audiences.

We believe connecting people to animals IS one
of the most valuable services we bring to a society
where more and more people are losing touch with
the living world. Being close enough to an animal
for one to see its eyes to realise that it is a sentient
being worthy of our compassion and our protection

is not the same as watching a documentary.
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Singapore Disability Sports Council
Project Abilities: Bringing Sports Closer to the

Community

B#1BEICTEEHOBEY ., Vo AHAR—IVAEABEBISERES
[2018 FEEHSE]| »5ld. 120HFR L 2HDFENDE[FEFBED
REVEUH ZOH 5, 45 HILSingapore Disability Sports
Council. NUS Centre For the Arts. Japanese University
Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS) KU The Japanese
Cultural Society, Singapore (JCS)IZDWT WAL XY,

For over 20 years, JCCI Singapore Foundation’s priceless
support for the Singapore Disability Sports Council (SDSC)

has brought sports and development closer to the lives of
persons with disabilities (PWD). Through the Project
Abilities initiative, JCCl's generous contribution has aided
SDSC in developing sports participation pathways for
PWD.

SDSC is the national sports body for PWD in Singapore
and offers a range of 20 sports including archery, cycling,
boccia and sailing. As sports has been universally
acknowledged as an effective means through which

individuals can discover purpose and meaning, SDSC
strongly upholds the belief of the rehabilitative and
therapeutic value of sports. With sports, individuals can
foster social connections and build friendships that
provide support throughout one’s journey. While each
individual may reap the benefits of sports differently,
sports undeniably holds instrumental potential to
maximise one’s capacity and growth. Athlete Shahrul
Izwan, who has been involved in sports for years, best
described the merits that sports can bring, “Taking up
sports with SDSC helped me a lot in terms of my physical
condition. Three years ago | was so skinny that even my
face was sunken. My family saw the difference, and they
are happy that | am more healthy, fit and strong.”

With these in mind, SDSC’s Nurturing and Development
(ND) programme organised under Project Abilities
empower PWD and provide avenues for them to realise
their potential through sports. It encourages them to lead
active and healthy lives and strives for their inclusion in




the wider society.

The wide range of ND programmes ensures no PWD is
left behind, including introductions to sport fundamentals
and the development of skills for para-athletes. It
provides a holistic approach in aiding athletes on their
journey towards achieving their goals and provides the
necessary access to resources for their success. Through
the ND programme, participants and potential athletes
can have access to coaches, facilities, and equipment that
will aid them in the development of their skills. These are
provided at affordable rates or no charge to ensure that
athletes will face little or no constraints in obtaining
necessary opportunities.

Championing inclusivity

SDSC seeks to empower PWD to gain personal
advancement through involvement in sports. As such,
inclusiveness is a crucial aspect of its core work. In this
regard, ND programmes provide a platform for PWD to
be equipped with new skills and techniques and to reach
greater heights in the field of sports.

Eventually, these athletes may progress into the
competitive sports field with four annual national
championships that are organised by SDSC. These are the
National Youth Inclusive Athletics Championships,
National Youth Inclusive Swimming Championships,
National Inclusive Athletics Championships and the
National Inclusive Swimming Championships. In addition,
SDSC has hosted and organised the annual Singapore
National Para Games. Through these championships,
SDSC has identified new talents and provided an
opportunity to allow athletes to grow in their
performance capacity through competitive sports. The
competitions not only boost the athletes’ confidence, but
also allow them to interact with able-bodied athletes,
officials and volunteers.

Participants of the National Inclusive Athletics Championships 2018

Growing and Strengthening the Sports Family

JCCI's invaluable contribution has enabled SDSC to
channel resources towards grooming sportspersons for
the upcoming Tokyo 2020 Summer Paralympics. As our

para athletes gear up towards Tokyo 2020, the
partnership with Japan sets the foundation for building
towards the Paralympics and provides platforms for
developing potential para athletes for other major games.
In 2018 alone, SDSC saw an impressive number of 2
debutants at the Commonwealth Games, and 27
debutants at the Asian Para Games, signifying the
progress made with JCCI's generous sponsorship.

Efforts of the partnership are not just aimed towards
existing athletes, but also via the wider network of PWD
in society. The Learn-to-Play programme offers an
opportunity for PWD to pick up new skills in sports that
are offered under SDSC. Learn-to-Play programmes for
Lawnbowl and Bowling have been completed this year,
while two more programmes for Sailing and Shooting are
currently ongoing and end in December 2018. These
programmes serve as avenues for potential athletes to
learn the fundamentals of these sports at an affordable
rate, and to gain exposure and experience to activities
regardless of their level of physical and intellectual
abilities.

Raising Awareness and Advocacy
Sports has been extensively proven to play a major role in

one’s life for rehabilitation and health, reflecting the
importance of sports and engaging in an active lifestyle.
However, there are few organisations in Singapore that
provide avenues for PWD to actively pursue sports and
participation in these activities are often limited due to
the individual's disability. SDSC offers sports programmes
reaching across all disability groups and as such, plays a
pivotal role in bringing sports to the lives of PWD and in
calling for inclusivity.

]

A group of students engaging in a friendly Wheelchair Basketball
match during SDSC’s school outreach programme

A crucial aspect of inclusivity for PWD in society includes
raising awareness on what sports can do, and the role
that organisations like SDSC can play in bringing sports
closer to PWD. With JCCI's sponsorship, SDSC has
organised multiple outreach activities, aimed at spreading
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awareness and debunking stereotypes about disability
and sports. School outreach programmes in both
Jurongville Secondary School and Bedok Green Secondary
School reached a target audience of 200 individuals each,
while a similar programme organised at Clementi Town
Secondary School reached 235 people. Through school
outreaches, SDSC aims to change perceptions of the
younger generation, setting a new foundation for greater
inclusion in the future. This sentiment on the importance
of raising awareness is best reflected in the statement of
SDSC’s wheelchair racer, Norsilawati, “We should involve
family and friends in para sports, so that more people can
be involved and aware of it. Children will be educated
since young and this ensures a truly inclusive society.”

Everyone Can

Leam. Everyone Can

Students trying out adapted table tennis at SDSC'’s school outreach
programme

New Beginnings
SDSC partnered with Agitos Foundation, Nippon

Foundation Paralympic Support Centre, Global Sport
Development Foundation, Japanese Paralympic
Committee to bring the I'mPOSSIBLE workshops to
Singapore in Nov 2018.

The workshop in Singapore saw the participation of 100
teachers from the Ministry of Education (MOE) and the
Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF). The
teachers acquired skills that enabled them to gain and
share new knowledge on how to engage students with
disabilities in sport and also nurture inclusive playing time
for students of all abilities. Materials and resources were
provided to equip teachers with the necessary
information to ensure smooth delivery of the programme’
s content. Through the I'mPossible programme, there is a
message of hope for educators and the younger
generation to be a catalyst of change for the future.

Learning Across the Globe

The partnership between SDSC and JCCI places emphasis
on the importance of learning from one another to

contribute to a more holistic approach in the field of
disability sports. In 2018, a total of 4 exchange
programmes and competitions to Japan were organised
to promote training and development for athletes and
officials, who had the exciting opportunity to learn from
the success of Japan’s sports inclusion model.

The first exchange programme was, “Sports for
Tomorrow: Knowledge Sharing Workshop and Higher
Performance Center Programme”. Two of SDSC's officials
had the opportunity to be a part of this enrichment
programme and to participate in the engaging workshop.
Next was the Asia Junior Sports Education 2018, where
SDSC table tennis player Fong Wei Cheng was a
participant. On the competition front, a total of 5 athletes
represented Singapore at the Kitakyushu 2018 Para
Powerlifting Asia-Oceania Open Championships and the
2018 Hansa World Championships (Hiroshima Kannon
Marina).

Over the years, SDSC has seen its network grow through
enriching opportunities and continues to play a part in
building an inclusive society. However, none of this could
have been possible without the kind and generous
contributions of JCCI. SDSC would like to take this
opportunity to thank JCCl for their continuous support. As
we work towards soaring to greater heights in the field of
disability sports, SDSC looks forward to many more years
of collaborative, mutually-beneficial partnership with JCCI
to bring sports closer to the hearts of para athletes, PWD
and society-at-large in Singapore.



NUS Centre For the Arts
If We Dream

NUS Arts Festival 2018 was the culmination of 25 years of creative endeavour at NUS

Music Director & Resident Conductor Lim Soon Lee leads the NUS Symphony Orchestra and the NUSChoir in Beethoven'’s gth Symphony

Hailed as a universal anthem of freedom and joy, the
complex melodies of Beethoven'’s gth Symphony brought
the curtain down on the 2018 NUS Arts Festival on 22
September at the University Cultural Centre (UCC) Hall.
Unlike past festivals, however, this thirteenth edition of
the annual arts event also marked the 25th anniversary of
NUS Centre For the Arts (CFA).

“We chose to close the Arts Festival with a rousing major
work to mark our 25th anniversary,” said CFA Director Ms
Sharon Tan. “Ode to Joy was an ideal choice because it
delivered on both aspects of CFA’s vision: the reputation
and familiarity of the work attracted a large student
audience who may not have ventured into a classical
concert before, and at the same time, its complexity
challenged our Orchestra and Choir to work together; to
nurture and support each other as artists.”

Ai* Madonna created art live to the pumping beats of Cobalt Bomb A

True to its reputation, the NUS Arts Festival once again
featured a blend of student and professional artists
working alongside faculty collaborators. The resulting mix
of unique new works, local premiere performances, films,
workshops and panel discussions all centred around the
core theme of breaking new ground while acknowledging
the creative leaders of years past.

“This year's Festival harkened back to those who have
come before us and their accomplishments, great and
small, and it explored how the impulse for creative
expression runs through generations,” said Festival
Director, Mary Loh. “The fundamental question ‘What
does our generation dream of?’ propels our student artists
and their collaborators into deeper personal
engagements through the lenses of various disciplines.”

lha Omega at the festival launch event, thanks to JCCI
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To mark CFA’s silver jubilee, NUS President Tan Eng Chye
and Guest of Honour Grace Fu, Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth, joined with arts luminaries to start
100 metronomes at the University Cultural Centre, prior
to the opening performance of the Festival.

“By allowing students to explore, create and present
different art forms ... CFA plays the critical role of
developing the next generation of arts practitioners and
supporters,” said Minister Fu at the event. “The Centre
also contributes to the quality of education in NUS by
giving its students an avenue to explore and develop in
the arts.”

Minister Grace Fu speaking at CFA’s 25" anniversary event prior to
the opening performance of the NUS Arts Festival

The festival was then opened by 30 young dancers from
NUS Dance Synergy in On the Shoulders of Giants, a new
work choreographed by NAC Young Artist recipient Yarra
lleto with Albert Tiong and Goh Shou Yi. In fact, dance in
various forms featured heavily in the festival.

Malay dance group NUS llsa Tari welcomed peers from
three tertiary institutions to perform Titian Naluri, a
shared exploration of the ties between traditional and
contemporary Malay dance. NUS Dance Blast! worked
with Artistic Director Patrick Loo and guest
choreographer Akanen Miyoshi (Japan) to stage Satori (1%
!) ) -Through the Times and NUS Indian Dance collaborated
with Dr Kamalini Ramdas from the Department of
Geography to create Maya Yatra, a Bharatanatyam
performance that contrasted the female characters in
Indian epic tales with the contemporary poetry of Maya
Angelou.

Theatre performances from the festival included The
Golden Record 2.0 by NUS Stage and Empire of the Son by

Japanese Canadian Tetsuro Shigematsu. The former
catalogued interviews with Singaporeans from all walks
of life on the nature of space, culture and identity while
the latter looked intensely at one man'’s relationship with
his father and the generational differences that divided
them.

Tetsuo Shigematsu in the Singapore debut of Empire of the Son.

Sold out screenings of cinema highlights from across Asia
and probing panel discussions on topics as diverse as
developing a creative identity and drawing the most out
of the university experience rounded out the festival
programme. However, even as the last echoes of applause
faded in the University Cultural Centre Hall, the next
creative programme was already underway.

With thanks to the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and the NUS Centre for Language Studies, the
Satsuki, Singapore Odamura Koto Ensemble performed a
free show, featuring compositions by Australian
saxophonist Dr Sandy Evans and with the support of NUS’
own koto ensemble, KotoKottoN.

CFA’s mission is to integrate the arts into university life,
and with the support of our partners, the leadership of
our collaborators and the energy of our students, the arts
never stop on campus.

The NUS Arts Festival will return in March 2019.



Japanese University Graduates Association of
Singapore (JUGAS)
Supporting Singaporeans Who Aspire To Study In Japan

i BT

Mr Yee Jenn En, the President of JUGAS shared his experience during the MEXT Scholarship Briefing to give participants a better understanding about studying in Japan.

Singaporean students hoping to study in Japan are not
short of scholarship choices, thanks to the JUGAS
Education and Cultural Exchange Fund (JECF).

Established in 2010 by the Japanese University Graduates
Association of Singapore (JUGAS) with the generous
support of the Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(JCCI), the fund has awarded a total of 22 scholarships to
deserving Singaporean students to allow them to study at
prestigious Japanese universities such as Nagoya
University and the University of Tokyo.

This year, 5 Singaporean students received their
scholarships from JECF. Out of which, two decided to
further their studies at Nagoya University, upon receiving
their JUGAS/Nagoya University Scholarship. This
scholarship is administered by both JUGAS and Nagoya
University. Recipient of this scholarship receives full
tuition waiver, free flights and other benefits, on top of a
yearly stipend.

Describing her experience at Nagoya University, 2018
JUGAS/Nagoya University Scholarship recipient Ms Tan
Ren Rong said: “Making good friends with people from
different parts of the world has been interesting and eye-
opening experience. We stick together, and support one
another. Recently, | caught a cold, and my friends were
there for me to cook soup and get medicine. Sharing our

worries, thoughts, and experiences has made me realise
that we are more similar than | thought. It has definitely
been a different experience making friends in an
international setting than what | was used to in
Singapore. Japanese lessons every morning has also been
intense, but very useful. Although it is very demanding, |

am happy that | am making good progress with great
Japanese teachers.”

MsTan Ren Rong (3rd from left), with her new friends at Nagoya
University. (photo courtesy: Tan Ren Rong)
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Fellow 2018 JUGAS/Nagoya University Scholarship
recipient Mr Dillion Loh said: “While the past month or so
has been filled with struggles and triumphs, it has also
been a catalyst in my adaptation to life in Japan and life
as a college student. If this is how my journey as a Nagoya
University student is going to start, | cannot wait to see
how the rest of it unfolds.”

Mr Dillon Loh (1st from right) exploring Japan with his college friends.
(photo courtesy: Dillon Loh)

As a new batch of JUGAS scholars embark on their college
freshmen journeys, their seniors are graduating one after
another and putting their Japan education to good use.
For example, Ms Dionne Ng, an JUGAS/University of
Tokyo scholar who graduated in 2017, is now working as a
consultant at the well-known business consulting firm
Frost & Sullivan in the Tokyo. Ms Genevieve Tan, a JUGAS/
Nagoya University scholar who graduated this year is now
pursuing her postgraduate study at the University of
Pennsylvania, USA.

Ms Genevieve Tan said: “Four years have passed in a blink
of an eye and | am immensely grateful to have been a
recipient of the JUGAS-Nagoya University scholarship. As
a first-generation college student, the scholarship allowed
me to pursue my dream of studying in Japan while not
having to worry about family finances. My time at Nagoya
University not only introduced me to friends from all over
the world, but also gave me the opportunity to join the
university’s Kyudo club. Thanks to the scholarship, | made
many treasured memories and experienced things that |
otherwise would not have been able to. Currently, I am
pursuing a Ph.D. in History at the University of
Pennsylvania, specializing in modern Japanese history.
My education in Japan, in addition to shaping my research
interests, has equipped me with the linguistic proficiency
and cultural understanding required for research. | intend
to continue working in Japan-related fields in the future
and hope to facilitate cross-cultural understanding
between Singapore and Japan.”

Ms Genevieve Tan (1st from left) is an a reqular contributor to the
international programmes’ student magazine, writing about her
student life and study in Japan. (photo courtesy: Genevieve Tan)

Over the past year, JUGAS has stepped up efforts to
recruit new scholars and promote Japan as a destination
for tertiary education. The Japan's Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) 2018
Scholarship Briefing co-hosted by Japanese University
Graduates Association of Singapore (JUGAS) and Japan
Creative Center was held on 2nd June 2018, to provide
students with the necessary information for applying for
MEXT Scholarship as well as studying in a Japanese
university. Mr Yee Jenn En, the President of Singapore
JUGAS, shared his experience during the event to give
participants a better understanding about studying in
Japan. JUGAS also participated in recruitment drives in
schools and education talks, to entice local Singaporean
students to explore study opportunities in Japan.

e /
Students and their parents mingled with past MEXT scholars to
understand more about the programme. (photo courtesy: Jimmy Ng)

Besides raising awareness of Japan’s university education,



JUGAS also aims to promote students’ interest in the
Japanese language in general though interactive events.
For instance, the annual Nihongo de Asbou (“Let’s play
using Japanese”) has been an extremely successful and
popular event amongst young Japanese language learners
in Singapore. Its 2017 edition, held at the Japanese
Association on 21* October 2017, attracted over 8o
participants from local high schools, junior colleges and
polytechnics and was graced by the Ambassador of Japan,
H.E. Kenji Shinoda. Another annual JUGAS initiative is the
JUGAS Book Prize that rewards outstanding junior
college students learning Japanese at the Ministry of
Education Language Centre. It is heartening to note that
several past recipients of the book prize chose to further
their studies in Japan or selected the Japanese language
as a subject at their universities.

Moving forward, JUGAS will continue to explore new

scholarship partnerships with more Japanese universities,
so to provide Singaporean students who want to study in

|

Japan with more choices and opportunities. At the same
time, JUGAS will also continue to support Singaporean
students who are already in Japan by providing them with
career opportunities and advice through our alumni
network.

[ =T <
- 3 1' -

Mr Yee Jenn En, the President of Singapore JUGAS (3rd from left)
attended a networking event with current and graduated scholars in

Tokyo in March 2018.

Nihongo de Asobou event, October 2017 (photo courtesy: Jimmy Ng & Kyaw Paing)
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Welcome - Cultural Festival

2018 has been another busy year for The Japanese Cultural
Society, Singapore (JCS). In addition to its various
undertakings, JCS is proud to have organised the following
major cultural exchange events:

A) 48th Japanese Cultural Festival £ 48 [n] C b %%

<Introduction and background>

JCS is delighted to say that it has consistently organised
the annual cultural festival for 48 consecutive years. The
objective of the cultural festival event is to showcase the
beauty of Japanese culture to a local audience through
various performances. Admission is free.

On 20" October 2018, the performances were held in the
concert hall of the School of the Arts (SOTA). The 600-
seat concert hall was packed.

Cultural ¥ Festival

Spansored By

JCCI Singapore
Foundation

Organized &y

<Supporters and VIPs>

The event was supported by Embassy of Japan in
Singapore, Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(JCCI) and The Japanese Association, Singapore. JCCI
Foundation was the sponsor for the event. The Japan
Council of Local Authorities for International Relations
(CLAIR) has been consistent in supporting the JCS Cultural
Festival by introducing and arranging performers from
Japan to come over.

We were honoured to have Ms Sugita, Director of Japan
Creative Centre (JCC), Embassy of Japan; Mr Sasaki, Vice
President of Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(JCCI) and also the Managing Director of Mitsubishi
Electric, Singapore; Mr Amari, Executive Director of
CLAIR Singapore and many representatives of our
associate organizations as attendees.

-~




Audience - full house

<Guest performers>

This year, we were again fortunate to have two groups of
artists who came all the way from Japan to participate as
our guest performers. The first group was Eisa Dance
group from Okinawa (Jii#i.=. 4 H—) which consist of 5
performers, while the second group was a drum group
from Japan which consist of 15 drummers from two
organizations, namely, Osuwa Daiko Hozonkai from
Nagano Prefecture (RBFELIRGHKBRAFZ) as well as
Adatara Daiko Hozonkai from Fukushima Prefecture (ff

U2 R LORTIRAF ) respectively.

Apart from the guest performers from overseas, we also
had items from the Koto (%) (Japanese harp) group and
the Ladies’ Choir ( Z F 2 — 5 X ) group from The
Japanese Association, Singapore (¥ ¥ R —IVHARAZ).

<JCS performers>

The Cultural Festival is also an occasion for our own JCS
activity clubs to showcase their progress, as in the many
past years. JCS performers this year include the Choir
Group (I —F A), AcappellaTeam (7 % X5 ) and
Japanese Drum Group (FIKEL) .

<ltems performed>

The concert programme was as follows:

KOTO (Japanese harp)( % ) — by The Japanese
Association Koto Ensemble & a Shakuhachi ( R J\ )
player.

Flowers at a Festival (534E)

Dragon Meteor Shower (FEZ#E)
DANCE & DRUM — by Okinawa Eisa Performing Troupe

Folk Dance of Okinawa (Vi = 1 H—)
JCSACAPPELLA (7 /1% )

Tapestry (k)

Let's Walk Home CGRWThind9)

JAPANESE CHORUS ( @ — J A ) — by The Japanese
Association Ladies’ Chorus
Pig, the Daydreamer (< > F A k DK)
Lonely OakTree (STUNL W ¥ DA)
Over the Rainbow (F—/3%— « H - L 4 VKR —)
AWhole NewWorld(k—JV « =2 — « 7—)L F)
Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo (¥ EF /N K77 —)
Conductor: Ms Ng Peng Kit
Conductor: Ms Utada Nami
Accompanist: Ms Arai Mariko
JAPANESE DRUMS  (FlIK#;)
- by JCS Suwa Daiko Team
Running Horse (538 & A 13X 4aK5%)
- by Adatara Daiko Hozonkai, Japan
Drum Music of Adatara (#7272 51E%° L)
- by Osuwa Daiko Hozonkai, Japan
Suwa Thunder (GIGHE)
Drum of God (B i)
- jointly-performed by all the three groups
Leaping Dragon (F&# =B L AHk)
JAPANESE CHOIR (—F A) — by JCS Choir
Sorrows are Fresh (227% L& H 725 L)
Towards Future (A:2f~)
Conductor: Ms Utada Nami

Accompanist: Mr Morikaku Atsushi
FINALE ( 7 4 J — L ) — jointly-performed by The
Japanese Association Ladies Chorus and JCS Choir
Light (&%)

Okinawa Eisa Dance

JCS Acappella
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B) JCS delegation visit to Yamaguchi Prefecture (1111115,
Japan

A 39-member delegation from JCS visited Yamaguchi
Prefecture (III1¥L) from 4-7 October, 2018.

<Background and Planning>

The idea of the visit was first conceived when a group
comprising four members from the Yamaguchi
Prefectural Assembly led by Mr Noriaki Shimata (/5 H#t
BHIRE B ) visited JCS on 26 July, 2017.

The visit was also planned to coincide with the Yamaguchi
Yume Flower Expo (ILIT1@W & fE14) held at Yamaguchi
City from 14 September to 4th November, 2018, so that
the JCS Choir could also perform at the Flower Expo.
Apparently, the Expo was held to commemorate 150
years since the Meiji Restoration (HIIG#HEHT) as well as
Yamaguchi's 35th National Urban Greenery Fair.

<Preparations>
Preparation started as early as the beginning of year

2018. Coordination was undertaken by Ms Nani Utada
(JCS Choir instructor and conductor) and her husband Mr
Hiroshi Utada on the Singapore side, and Mr Yukitada
Naganuma on the Yamaguchi side.

Within JCS, Choir group leaders Mr Ong Lai Huat, Ms
Chong Lili and Ms Chong Limei were invaluable
contributors as well.

JCS is thankful to JCCI (Japanese Chamber of Commerce
and Industry) Singapore for sponsoring part of the trip’s
expenses.

The organising committee on the part of Yamaguchi
Prefecture was headed by the Chairman of Yamaguchi
Prefectural Assembly, Mr Shungaku Yanai (#ll & #2 2% 111
(RPN Sy 59

<The visit and performances>

The JCS delegation was led by Mr Tan Jong Lek, Vice
President, JCS. Delegates included Choir instructor-cum-
conductor Ms Nami Utada as well as pianist Ms Miki
Taguchi too.

JCS Choir performed on three occasions:

At the Flower Expo on the afternoon of 4 October;

At the Welcome Reception; and

Atthe Concert Hall (7 A¥J — F) of Hofu City (BiiK¥f
il7) , together with the Youth Choir Group of Hofu City (Bh
W AR LEED)

Songs presented included:
- Rhythm of the Earth (HiERD;Hh)
- Blue Desert (B \\ibiki)
- Fountain of Youth (&0 ®D7K)
- Light (%))
- Someday-A melody of nursery rhymes (\»2® H
- HREAFL—)
- Sorrowsare Fresh (07 L&IEH7256 L)
- Towards the Future (A3E~N)
- Stroll (B AILT)
- Flowers Will Bloom (fE1ZW%< )

<Blessings by VIPs>

The Concert received blessings and congratulatory
messages from the Ambassador of Singapore to Japan
(¥ ¥ AR —=)VEEH KAl) HE Lui Tuck Yew, Governor of
Yamaguchi Prefecture Mr Tsugumasa Muraoka (4% [ fiil
Bl 505) and Mayor of Hofu City Mr Yutaka lkeda
( H & B fF 1 &) ; these messages were published in
the concert brochure.

The Deputy Chief of Mission and Councillor of the

Embassy of Singapore (3 ¥ 4R — VEE H KA E %
Z5f#) Mr Ethan Chua made the trip from Tokyo to attend
the welcome reception. He also attended the
performance at the Flower Expo.

VIPs at the reception also included Governor Muraoka,



Mayor lkeda, and the secretary representing Prime
Minister HE Shinzo Abe, Mr Hiroyuki Haikawa (Z2f57% =
A O E B8 2 FK) . Mr Haikawa delivered a

message on behalf of Prime Minister Abe.

Welcome reception
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JCS Choir at Concert

<The Flower Expo (ILILT@ O AEE) >

The Expo showcased many varieties of beautiful flowers
as well as prize-winning garden designs. Hundreds of
people were at the Expo on the afternoon of 4 October (it
was a Thursday), and caught our performance. We were
blessed by the weather in that although it was a cloudy
day, the fine rain stopped just as the Choir was scheduled
to perform onstage. The songs were preceded by an
introduction by Ms Utada.
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Yamaguchi Flower Expo

JCS Choir at Flower Expo

<The Concert>

The concert hall ( 7 2 ¥ 5 — F ) was packed with
audiences on the evening of 5 October, 2018. Apart from
their individual performances, it was touching to see JCS
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Choir members and Hofu City's Youth Choir Group sing
together as one.

Combined choir with local youths

< Hofu City’s hospitality>

On the morning of 6 October, delegation leader Mr Tan
Jong Lek and Mr Ethan Chua of The Embassy of Singapore
were warmly welcomed at the City Hall by Mr Yutaka
Ikeda, Mayor of Hofu City.

JCS members were touched by Hofu City’s hospitality
once again, on the morning of 7 October. When it was
time for the delegation to depart the hotel, Mayor Ikeda
made it a point to send off the members personally. He
shook the hand of each and every member before he or
she boarded the bus.

e

Education tour

<Education tour and rounding off of the visit>

After departing the hotel on the morning of 7 October,
due the Typhoon No. 25, the group did not embark on the
tour as planned but spent about two hours walking the
city of Hofu to wait for the Typhoon to pass. Fortunately,
the group was able to visit the largest limestone cave (#
FLi ) in Japan named Akiyoshi Cave (Fk77 ). It was
an educational and eye-opening visit, where the
formation process of such caves over the millennia was
explained.

<Farewell>

After the educational tour, the group then headed for
Yamaguchi Airport where a simple but meaningful
gathering was held. Mr Shimata, Mr Naganuma and Mr
Tan gave farewell speeches. The person in-charge of the
airport were also there to present a gift each to JCS
delegate.

Arigato and Sayonara Yamaguchi. & D 25& ., S X 7% 5
el

By Tan Jong Lek,
Vice President, The Japanese Cultural Society, Singapore
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