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Omiyage: A Musical Gift
Presented by The Philharmonic Winds
(Singapore) & Omiya Wind Symphony (Japan)

"
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Our guests from Omiya Wind Symphony, looking and sounding good on stage

BE1BSICTHHOBAY ., Yo HR—I AXBIIBMES
[2018FEEE| »5 3. 21 DERNEH L 2HDZEADEM
& REEBSIPREVELL, Z205H 5, SHIEThe
Philharmonic Winds (Singapore) IC oW T AL £,

On the beautiful Sunday evening of 24 February 2019,
Singapore’s premier wind orchestra, The Philharmonic
Winds, was honoured to host and present our newfound
friends from Japan, the Omiya Wind Symphony. Omiya
Wind Symphony took the stage in the first half of the
concert under the batons of respected conductors Toshio
Akiyama and Akira Takeda, before sharing it with us and
our very own Music Director Dr Leonard Tan in the second
half.

Our friends and supporters in the JCCI community would
certainly have spotted our play on the words “omiya” and
“omiyage”. After consulting our Japanese friends, we
learnt of the special meaning of “omiyage”, and how it is
reserved for use only when referring to one’s travels
abroad. To our visiting musician-friends from Omiya Wind
Symphony, we hope that we have presented them with
an “omiyage” that they will treasure and remember.

Maestro Toshio Akiyama is deeply respected around the
world for his decades of work with the wind orchestra. No
stranger to Singapore, maestro Akiyama has conducted
clinics and concerts in Singapore. This was however his

. 4 OMITAG ¢
' A MUSICAL GIFT \
[ o @ 02U am -
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« et “ -

first time visiting Singapore together with Omiya Wind
Symphony, as its Music Director. Said Mr Akiyama: “I am
very happy to be back in Singapore again, and this time
with Omiya Wind Symphony. We are lucky to be
performing with The Philharmonic Winds, one of
Singapore’s best wind bands in a joint concert. We are
very appreciative of Adrian Chiang [Philharmonic Winds'
Resident Conductor] and his team who has helped us with
all the rehearsal and concert arrangements.”



How did this international collaboration come about? The
Philharmonic Winds had always known about the prolific
travels of Omiya Wind Symphony around the world, from
Korea and Taiwan to Germany and the USA. “When we
first heard that Omiya Wind Symphony was keen to come
to Singapore, and was looking for a group to collaborate
with, we thought that this would be a good opportunity
for a musical exchange. It has been a number of years
since we hosted a foreign group, and we felt that Omiya’s
status as a well-respected community band throughout
Japan would be a good benchmark for us in Singapore,”
said The Philharmonic Winds' Music Director Dr Leonard
Tan.

For the joint concert, both groups chose to perform a set
of pieces that reflected the cultures represented in Japan
and Singapore, and facilitated a meaningful musical
exchange. In the first half, Omiya Wind Symphony
presented some Japanese favourites, such as the Enka
Song Ultimate Medley, and the ever-popular Gelato con
Caffe. They also performed well-known western works
such as 76 Trombones and “Vilja” from The Merry Widow.
Maestro Akiyama's own daughter, Miss Kaede Akiyama,
was also featured on the clarinet in her solo performance
of Weber's Fantasia and Rondo.

After the interval, a huge orchestra comprising musicians
from both bands emerged on stage. Together, we
presented City of Dreams by Singaporean composer
Benjamin Yeo, as well as his Takeda Lullaby-both pieces
are well-known and popular in Japan, an incredible
honour for Singapore given Japan’'s own established wind
band tradition, known for its spirit of excellence. In
particular, City of Dreams was a special request from our
friends in Omiya, as they were very interested in
performing it with a Singaporean orchestra. The
Philharmonic Winds did not forget to remind the audience
of Singapore’s multiculturalism, introducing our Omiya
friends to the Tamil favourite Munnaeru Vaaliba by Zaidi
Sabtu. For our JCCI Singapore friends who have not heard
it, keep your ears peeled to the television on Singapore’s
National Day Parade, for this is a song that will be sung
every year!

How did the audience enjoy the concert? Besides being
deeply grateful for the support from JCCI Singapore
Foundation, without which this collaboration could not
have happened, The Philharmonic Winds was also thrilled
to entertain representatives from JCCI Singapore
Foundation. We took the opportunity to invite feedback
from our attendees, and here are some quick comments:

“Thanks for the good music experience. | am glad to hear
some nice Japanese music pieces.”

“Thank you very much for the wonderful concert,
especially with just one rehearsal!”

“Nice event to see the collaboration between Singapore
and Japan through music where both symphonies worked
together to produce a beautiful melody.”

“It was the first concert for my son and he seems to have
enjoyed it much! Thank you for a wonderful time whereby
fun is transmitted via ‘music language’. | hope all
musicians have had a great time too!”

By the end of the concert, it was clear that the musicians
from Omiya Wind Symphony and The Philharmonic Winds
(Singapore) had established such a comfortable
relationship. Language was of no barrier, as we saw
section musicians taking happy photographs together,
posting them on social media, exchanging little gifts.
Speaking about little gifts, omiyage was certainly a well-
chosen title for this concert.

One question for our Japanese friends reading this
though: Is there another special word for beautiful gifts
that are presented to us from an overseas visitor? We are
certainly still feeling the fuzzy and warm feelings from
this meaningful exchange!

Father daughter duo: Conductor Toshio Akiyama and solo clarinet
Kaede Akiyama
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JAPANESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, SINGAPORE
10 Shenton Way #12- 04/05 MAS Building Singapore 079117
Tel: 6221 - 0541 Fax: 6225 - 6197

E- mail: info@jcci.org.sg  Web: http://www.jcci.org.sg
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TOUBI SINGAPORE PTE.LTD.

72 Eunos Ave 7 #04-06 Singapore 409570

Web: http://www.toubi.co.jp/
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adred creation print pte ltd

Blk 12 Lorong Bakar Batu #01-01 Singapore 348745

Tel: 6747 - 5369 Fax: 6747 - 5269
Web: http://www.adredcreation.com/
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