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Ms. Dana Lee Si Min

BMEAT EFREES
HAMR D — X #24E
(September 2019 - July 2020)

In what ways has this scholarship
programme helped to better

your understanding about Japan,
its culture and people?

This scholarship has definitely granted me a chance to
understand so much more about Japanese culture and
lifestyle at an intimate level. As | had many chances to hang
out with both Japanese and international students in a
group, we would often share aspects of Japanese culture
that we find puzzling and our Japanese friends would always
try to explain and guide us. At times, we would even discuss
about certain customs in Japan that | realized | had just
naturally learnt to accept without much thought. Hence,
these cross-cultural exchanges were very rewarding as they
helped me to see my living experiences in retrospect and
reflect on my interactions with both Japanese society and its
people. Living off-campus, | was also able to observe the
day-to-day lives of Japanese households. Currently, the
pandemic has led the streets to become more quiet than
usual and | was initially worried that there would be
prolonged panic-buying with the increased uncertainty.
Fortunately, the residents here were calm and bought only
what they needed without hoarding necessities and food
supplies.

With this scholarship experience in Japan,
how you would want to bridge yourself
hetween Singapore & Japan in future?

While | would like to someday assist with Singapore-Japan
ties through international affairs, | feel that my scholarship
experience can currently help me connect both communities
through the youths first. For a start, | hope to continue
promoting Singapore as an attractive location for work/
study opportunities to the Japanese students and vice versa
through my own personal accounts. Previously, | was lucky
enough to be invited to promote my university and country
at a professor’s “Introduction to Cross-Cultural International
Education” (ICCIE) lecture and was really surprised to see so
many Japanese students turned up. Some even told me that
they were already considering an exchange in Singapore

because of its vibrant culture and delicious food! This made
me realize how just as much as | was fascinated with
Japanese culture, there are Japanese people who are just as
eager to experience my country as well. | believe that if
more students have personal experiences with the other
country it would certainly help in influencing their families
and friends to remove this barrier of unfamiliarity, bringing
closer connections in the long run.

With this scholarship programme coming

to an end soon, what do you think that

you would miss most ahout Japan upon

returning to Singapore?
| think the things | will miss most about Japan are both my
lives on and off campus. | will definitely miss those times in
school studying, rushing presentations and grabbing dinner
with my friends right after the hustle. | also especially enjoy
attending circle practices and preparing for performances
with fellow members, some of whom | have grown very
attached to and it is unfortunate that such simple leisure
was taken away even before | return back to Singapore. |
will also miss those random, small talks with the shop
owners in my neighborhood as well as with the elderly
whenever | drop by the nearby sento. My interactions with
them made me feel belonged and | will dearly miss having
lived there when | go back. This one year in Japan has really
given me many fond memories of its beautiful places and
people and | will come to treasure them for a long time.

Dana having dinner near Waseda University



Mr. Rainer Kwan Mun Hin

ERFEBERAT HEFE RBFEE
(August 2019 - June 2020)

What ways has this scholarship
programme helped to hetter
your understanding about Japan,
its culture and people?

Firstly, | participated heavily in circle activities (student
clubs) during my time at ICU. | was a regular member at
two clubs: ICU Bell Peppers and the ICU UNESCO club.
Despite our cultural differences, my friends accepted me
for who I am, and they were my gateway into Japan.

It is hard to experience Japan for what it is if you're
constantly living inside a foreign bubble and | am
extremely thankful that | got to interact with the local
students on a regular basis. | do not feel that it is possible
to experience culture beyond the surface level through
cursory experiences and via interactions with the locals, |
was able to gain a profound understanding of Japanese
society at large. For instance, | went on a week-long local
study trip to Nagasaki and Hiroshima with the ICU
UNESCO club to learn more about Japanese history, and |
got to learn and practise playing the handbells with the
ICU Bell Peppers club, even performing in two concerts! |
learnt so much about social norms in Japanese culture
and began to understand more of the colloquial language
through interactions with my friends. Although my
experience with them was cut short by the ongoing
Covid-19 situation, | am glad that | at least got to enjoy 6
precious months with them. Also, | enrolled in a myriad of
different courses related to Japanese studies at ICU,
running the gamut from Japanese literature, international
relations to even translation studies! These classes
opened up a whole new world of knowledge for me,
something that | deeply appreciate. Lastly, living in Japan
for a year and studying at Japanese university has let me
greatly improve my Japanese language ability, allowing
me to access more native materials that | could read/
listen to.

With this scholarship experience in Japan,
how you would want to bridge yourself
hetween Singapore & Japan in future?

| intend to remain involved in the Singapore-Japan
community and contribute by working at a Japanese
company, whether it be in Japan or Singapore, or by
participating in volunteer activities. | really enjoy speaking
Japanese and | hope that | would have a chance to
continue using the language on a regular basis. | may
even dabble in translation work in my free time, should an
opportunity arise. | really enjoyed talking to people about
Singapore during my time in Japan and | was surprised by
the number of people who have lived/studied in
Singapore before. Also, | would like to promote more

intercultural exchange between Singaporean and
Japanese students as | feel that such opportunities are
still relatively limited.

With this scholarship programme coming

to an end soon, what do you think that

you would miss most ahout Japan upon

returning to Singapore?
This is a question that | have been looking to answer for a
while but | can narrow it down to three basic things: four
seasons, ICU and the friends | made along the way.
Having lived in Singapore all my life, | never had the
pleasure of experiencing the gradual change of seasons.
Witnessing the ebb and flow of the four seasons was
something that inspired and comforted me greatly. |
really enjoyed taking photographs of the changing
scenery in school - it seemed like the campus was in a
constant state of flux. The lush greenery that surrounded
the school became a mellow orange in autumn, before
eventually falling away into nothingness. Snow then
descended on the campus on several occasions before we
were greeted by the arrival of exuberant cherry blossoms
in early spring. These were views that | would never forget
for the rest of my life. Regarding ICU, it is a school that |
grew extremely fond of. | experienced a vibrant campus
life and the professors were all extremely kind and
amicable. Frankly speaking, | never enjoyed my education
this much before, and | looked forward to attending many
of my classes. Lastly, | will miss dearly the friends | made
in ICU. As it is not clear when international travel will
return to normality, | am not sure when | would get a
chance to meet them again after the conclusion of the
scholarship programme.

Rainer and sakura
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