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Finger style guitar cover of "Kaze ni Naru"
from the movie The Cat Returns
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My Neighbor Totoro's Theme Played in the
Street of ITALY (Finger style guitar cover)

7.1M views - 3 years ago
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JCCI singapore Foundation

Mr. Bryan Kong

BHHEAY EEHEFH HABHRI-—X
(September 2021- July 2022)

2020 aOF VANV ADFEE T, BEANDBEPHWELAT
ULEp, CDE. 202198 &Y. 2019 (CJCCIEETEFA L
LU C#EikSh/-Bryan S AP BRTRHRKZDOREOEEERAV
LEULE. BRNABEDN TELRWED, HH9OBIEF 7142 T
DEFESMELYYET, SE. Bryan SAICHARBZRICH T 380
ICPWTCHEREREEE LA,

I am Bryan Kong from Singapore and have recently
graduated from Singapore University of Technology and
Design (SUTD) this September, with a Bachelors of
Engineering in Engineering Product Development,
specializing in Robotics. It has been a long journey since
my first encounter with the Japanese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Singapore (JCCl) and | am
extremely thankful for the opportunity provided to me.
Currently, | have begun my program in Waseda University,
School of International Liberal Studies.

Since young, | have grown up with technology, and
fortunately my career prospects aligned with my
childhood dreams, building robots. In Japan, the cultural
acceptance of technology and robots is interesting, due
tohow d @ 2 < 1 is prevalent even in children. Once,
when | visited Tokyo Institute of Technology for a Robocon
challenge during my freshmore year in SUTD, | chanced
upon a workshop for young children to learn soldering
skills, something which was completely unthinkable in
Singapore. This has kindled my curiosity and | wish to
understand further how the Japanese incorporate
technology and engineering into their culture, and daily
lives.

Two years prior, | decided to apply for the JCCl Singapore
Foundation Waseda One Year Study Programme as a once
in a lifetime opportunity. During that period, | highly
contemplated the loss of a year in my future career since |
would have to take a gap year during my university. In
addition to two years spent in National Service, this was
precious time potentially lost. However, | spoke to some
of my close friends and family, only to realise that a year
of career progression pales in comparison to a once in a
lifetime opportunity. A chance to spend an entire year
abroad in a foreign land, much less the location of my
dreams, is extremely hard to come by, and thus here | am
today.
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Between then and now, there has been much dilemma
and debate over the COVID19 pandemic situation,
regarding many foreign students in the world, and
whether they would be able to attend physical classes in
person. Initially, the program was delayed a year due to
the drastic measures taken by both Japan and Singapore,
having gone under severe lockdown for extended periods
of time. After this period, things seemed hopeful
considering a lower number of infection cases. However,
the resumption of the Olympics put Japan into a further
extended state of lockdown, delaying my intended date
of travel at the end of August. It was a struggle, especially
when my final year project and studies in SUTD were also
heavily affected by the pandemic.

Working on my Graduation Project — Autonomous Robot

However, | decided to press on in light that the
administration of vaccines proved to lighten lockdown
measures in both Tokyo and Singapore. As | graduated in
August 2021, and was scheduled to fly the following
month, the extended lockdown in Japan came as a shock.



This time, | was faced with a decision to either continue or
drop the program. Fortunately, my Japanese Language
Sensei persuaded me to hold on, as this must have been
surely a test of perseverance. It was no easy feat watching
my fellow peers from SUTD getting hired or proceeding
for further studies in both local and foreign countries,
whilst waiting for news from Japan to open its borders. |
remembered the original motive for participating in this
program, and convinced myself to continue with the
online classes, till | can finally fly over to Japan.

! [y
AT )

Graduation Ceremony at SUTD in September

Classes have taken place for about two months now, and
it is almost refreshing to study in a Liberal Studies school,
and a foreign one at that. Coming from an engineering
background, | wished to pursue interests that | previously
could not, to broaden my perspectives, ultimately aiding
my career goals of building technology that contributes
ethically to society. As | have previously studied
Engineering, it is difficult to comment on the differences
of how online classes are held in Japan and in Singapore.
However, | generally feel more passion coming from the
teachers and professors. One class that | took, has a
hybrid structure, where the professor has taken the
challenge to conduct physical classes, whilst live
streaming it online for students who are unable to be
presentin Japan.

Attending a phisical-hybrid class from Zoom

This arrangement is one of the key reasons | stayed on
with the program, as it not only shows the willingness of
the professor and university, but also allows for me to
follow up with a physical appearance in class when | am
able to attend courses in person. It will be exciting to
meet the faces that | have only seen online thus far. Not
many universities or faculties are willing to take up this
challenge, as it poses many logistical concerns.

When | finally arrive in Japan, | would want to meet my
fellow classmates and past friends should the pandemic
situation allow it. There will be much to catch up,
especially when | get to tour the Waseda Campus. | am
hopeful the day will arrive soon.

The journey thus far has been an arduous one, with many
challenges along the way. However, JCCl has been
extremely supportive of all my endeavours so far,
respecting my decisions and opinions. This would not
have been possible without their help. To all future JCCI
scholars: have faith and persevere on!
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