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Ms. Man Wai Ting

BfEAAR EREHEFH BFEE
(September 2022- July 2023)

Amony all the courses that you have taken
at the university in Japan, which is/are
your favourite course(s) and why do you
like it/them?

My favourite courses are Public Choice Theory and
Japanese Politics by Professor Morioka, Tokyo as Social
and Cultural Space by Professor Molasky and Learning
Japanese through movie works — Miyazaki Jun, the World
of Ghibli (B& TS HAE—EIFER, ¥ 7)) Oith)
by Otsuka Sensei. The first two courses are from the
School of International Liberal Studies (SILS).

I have learnt valuable knowledge and insights about
Japan, especially through these two courses. First,
Professor Morioka taught us about the political scene in
Japan through the years as well as the current issues
faced by Japan as a nation. This course was very insightful
as | could learn about Japan objectively and hear the
opinions of fellow Japanese classmates on their thoughts
about Japan. We also studied the importance of
international relationships Japan has with other countries,
as well as the social issues Japan is facing currently. Next,
Professor Molasky taught us about the history of Japan
and the phases of change Japan had till today, specifically
about Tokyo. He introduced various topics about Tokyo
and provided different insights and literature for us to
better understand Japan’s social and cultural space. From
the black market that arose from post-WW!II to the radical
student riots in Shinjuku, it was very insightful to study
these topics with an open mind as | learn more about
Japan. These two courses have not only provided me with
knowledge and insights into Japan’s rich history, but also
understand what makes up the current political and
economic situation in Japan today.

From the Centre of Japanese Language, it was fulfilling to
learn more about Studio Ghibli. From famous works such
as ‘Spirited Away’ and ‘Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind',
Otsuka Sensei showed us the movies in class and gave
questions to prompt us to think about the rationale
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behind the works. We discussed amongst ourselves as we
exchanged our opinions on the scene and had an
individual presentation to the class at the end of the
semester. Otsuka Sensei provided an interesting and
insightful way to learn Japanese as we analysed the
characters and the movie scenes. | realised that there
were so many details Director Miyazaki had put into the
movies after taking the lesson. All in all, it was fun to learn
Japanese while taking the time to learn more about
Studio Ghibli.

F P

[tsukushima Shrine at Miyajima Island, Hiroshima

In what ways has this scholarship
programme helped you better understand
Japan as a nation, its culture and people?

The programme has provided me with different avenues
to learn more about Japan's domestic and international
stance through the courses in Waseda University SILS.
First, the high-quality teaching and wide range of courses
have allowed me to choose the best courses that suit my
study interests. | was also able to make both Japanese
and international friends through classes and circle
activities, which further enriched my university life.

In addition, the program encouraged me to get out of my
comfort zone to explore and experience Japan. | met new
people in my dorm, struck up conversations with the
locals in places that | went, and explored places that | had
not been before during my trips to Japan back then. This
one-year opportunity has allowed me to fully experience



Japan and take my time to appreciate what Japan has. As
these experiences accumulated throughout the
scholarship duration, they gave me valuable
understandings of Japan as a nation, its culture, and
people.

With this scholarship experience in Japan,
how you would want to bridge yourself
hetween Singapore & Japan in future?

First, | would continue to keep in contact with the friends |
have made here. We would host each other and take each
other around places in our home country. By being a local
tour guide of our home country, we share each other's
culture as we build deeper and long-lasting friendships.
Next, | aim to have a job scope that involves projects that
would allow me to best value-add to my workplace with
the experiences gained from the scholarship. By building
on the knowledge from the scholarship programme,
these opportunities will allow me to continue to develop
myself personally in the future.

Snow Monkey Park at Yamanouchi, Nagano

What you would miss most about Japan
upon returning to Singapore?

| would miss the rich myriad of sceneries in Japan. To be
able to transcend into another ‘world’ in a mere few hours
is very fascinating as | always find something new in
Japan. From standing close to the clouds gazing across
the mountain alps, walking through temples and shrines
and the traditional streets, to being enveloped in a
cyberpunk neon streetlights in modern Tokyo, it is
fulfilling and magical as | transcend and enjoy the
different ‘worlds” in Japan.

Mr. Tan Zheng Yi, Jeremy
EfREARY ERBEFE B¥FE
(September 2022- July 2023)

Amonyg all the courses that you have taken
at the university in Japan, which is/are
your favourite course(s) and why do you
like it/them?

My favourite course is Gender Studies. Although modern
society has made significant progress, Singapore (and
even Japan) still grapples with censorship regarding
gender and sexuality, underscoring persisting challenges
in these realms. This course has provided me with a
valuable opportunity to foster an appreciation for the
diverse range of genders, sexualities, identities, and
cultural practices across various parts of the world.
Through this exposure, | have developed heightened
cultural sensitivity. Moreover, it has presented me with
thought-provoking questions that encourage deep self-
reflection. Most significantly, it has empowered me to
approach these important social issues with a more
informed and compassionate perspective. Furthermore,
the course was facilitated by a highly engaging professor,
and the presence of students from diverse backgrounds
across the globe contributed to vibrant and enlightening
class discussions. The varied perspectives and experiences
brought forth a wealth of insights, making the learning
environment very rich and insightful.

“ Waseda "

University

Intercultural

Communication
‘ Center

R @ “
i"', s
: Y | 4»,_’ '

ICC

L
AT R

RS
4 HRHD

PR

Together with a Japanese student, we taught Waseda
elementary school students the wonders of Singapore and the
quirky slang of Singlish. Needless to say, it was a very unique
experience!
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In what ways has this scholarship
programme helped you bhetter understand
Japan as a nation, its culture and people?

Having had the privilege to live here for many months
now, | have developed a greater appreciation and
understanding of Japan that transcends beyond the lens
of a mere tourist. Whether it be through school, training
with the Waseda Fencing Team, or exploring different
parts of Japan, the scholarship programme has offered
me the time and resources to thoroughly observe the
inner workings of this country. It has enabled me to meet
many locals and make many Japanese friends that | would
not have otherwise encountered. Moreover, my
neighbour was so kind to have invited me to live with his
family in Fukuoka during Golden Week, where we visited
many places in Kyushu together. | gained some cultural
insights from asking them some difficult, thought-
provoking questions about Japanese culture and its
people. This is just one of many enlightening and fun
experiences that | will always hold dear to my heart!

With this scholarship experience in Japan,
how you would want to bridge yourself
between Singapore & Japan in future?

So far, | have managed to visit 37 out of Japan's 47
prefectures, capturing countless breathtaking moments
and interactions with people through my camera.
However, due to the sheer volume of content and time
required for curation, | have not quite yet shared these
remarkable photos and videos within my local
communities. In the future, | aim to bridge the gap
between Singapore and Japan by curating and sharing
these visual narratives. | have realised that many
Singaporeans tend to focus their travels on popular
destinations like Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka, and Hokkaido,
often overlooking the wealth of experiences available in
other parts of Japan. In contrast, travelling abroad,
including visiting places like Singapore, may not be as
prevalent among many Japanese people. Through my
photographs and videos, | want to ignite curiosity, spark
conversations, and inspire individuals to explore the
richness of both Japanese and Singaporean cultures. |
hope to contribute to a broader exploration of lesser-
known gems and nurture a deeper appreciation for the
unique aspects of both cultures.
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Tokyo 2020 Olympian and Waseda Fencing alumni, Kyosuke

Matsuyama, supported us at the annual Waseda-Keio match.
Great senpai

What you would miss most ahout Japan
upon returning to Singapore?

I would miss so many things about Japan, but if it boils
down to one thing, it would be the food!! Food is so well
done here that | can barely recall a time where | was
dissatisfied after a meal--- Not only is it delicious, the
presentation and excellent attention to detail never
ceases to amaze me. Cooking is such a serious craft here-
the chefs’ work ethic is easily observable, especially at
customer-facing ramen and sushi establishments.

Ms. Wang Lei

EREEHATE HNEFL FEE
(August 2022- June 2023)

Among all the courses that you have taken
at the university in Japan, which is/are
your favourite course(s) and why do you
like it/them?

Apart from the Japanese language classes I've attended
to hone my language skills, Colloquium in Asian History is
my favourite class at ICU. Even though I've never been
particularly interested in history, | enrolled in an
introductory Asian history course during my first semester
at ICU to advance my Japanese listening and writing skills.
Because Professor Kikuchi Hideaki is so devoted to his
field of study, | wound up enrolling in the subsequent
higher-level course during my final semester at the
intensive care unit. | was required to read a chapter of a
history-related book for this course, write notes and
summaries for the class, and lead a class discussion in
Japanese. This has stretched me past my comfort zone,
and I'm happy to say that I'm proud of what | had
achieved by the end of the course.



My first sakura viewing at Kawagoe, Saitama.

In what ways has this scholarship
programme helped you better understand
Japan as a nation, its culture and people?

Experiences such as living in an on-campus dormitory,
joining several circles and clubs, has given me a glimpse
into the average life of a university student in Tokyo. | was
able to have in-depth conversations with students from
diverse backgrounds on why they chose to travel from
different parts of Japan or even across the world to study
at ICU, which was eye-opening.

Through the JCCI Scholarship Program, | was not only
given the invaluable chance to spend a year studying at a
Japanese institution, but | was also able to thoroughly
immerse myself in Japanese society and comprehend a
particular aspect of it that intrigued me. | was extremely
fortunate to visit the numerous art museums in Tokyo and
other places | travelled to as | have been interested in fine
arts since young. | gained a deeper understanding of the
role of art in Japanese society and the distinctions
between Japan and Singapore via the wide variety of
exhibitions, which ranged from traditional Japanese kogei
(crafts) in Kanazawa to futuristic installations by Hajime
Sorayama in Harajuku.

With this scholarship experience in Japan,
how you would want to bridge yourself
hetween Singapore & Japan in future?

As a Japanese Studies major who had only visited Japan
for short sightseeing trips, | was unsure if | wanted to find
employment or further studies in Japan after my
undergraduate studies. However, after living in Japan for
one year, | am looking forward to opportunities to work in
Japan in the future after graduation from university. With
my interest in the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET)
Programme by the Japanese government, | wish to

become a Coordinator for International Relations and
utilise not only my language abilities but also my
experience living in both Singapore and Japan to be an
effective communicator between the two countries where
relevant.

Spring picnic with all my dorm mates from ICU at the nearby
Nogawa Park!

What you would miss most about Japan
upon returning to Singapore?

The four seasons would be what | would miss the most.
The cherry and plum blooms in the spring, the
hydrangeas in the summer, and the ginkgo leaves in the
autumn are just a few of the seasonal beauties | adore in
Japan. After living in Japan for a year, | have a greater
appreciation for the country's natural beauty as | travel to
its various regions, each of which has its own distinct
beauty and depth.

(From left) Wai Ting, Jeremy and Wang Lei had a year-end

gathering with senior scholar Mr Tan Eng Seng (most right). Eng
Seng was year 2000 Waseda Scholar who returned to Japan to
work for Waseda University after he had graduated from the
National University of Singapore (NUS). It's very heartwarming to
see senior and new scholars connecting with one another!
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